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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence. 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the “JAPAN 
Weexty Matt,” must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith. Itis particularly requestedthat 
all letters on business be addressed to the MANAGER, 
and Cheques be made payable to same ; and that literary 
contributions be addressed to the EDITOR. 
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MARRIAGE. 
On April 15th, at H.B.M.'s Consulate, Yokohama, before 
Russell Robertson, Esq., H.M.'s Consul, and afterwards, 
at Christ Church, by the Rev. E. Champneys Irwine, M.A., 
Joseren Hexry Loncrorn, Esq., of H.M.’s Consular 
Service in Japan, to Marta Lucy Atice, second daughter 
of the late Walter Johnson, Esq., of Trench Hall, Gates- 
head, Durham. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 




















Sixteen brokers have been arrested in Yoko- 
hama for gambling in margins. 


A yew school for the study of the French lan- 
guage has been opened in Tokiyo. 





Census returns just published give the total 
population of Japan as 36,684,602. 


Nive workmen were killed by an avalanche in 
the prefecture of Akita on the znd instant. 





Firrren prisoners escaped from the Ibaraki jail 
Four were quickly recaptured. 


on the 3rd inst. 





Srers have been taken to extend the line of 
telegraph between Yokohama and Yokosuka 
to Uraga. 

Tue cutting of two canals for purposes of 
irrigation has been commenced in the prefecture 
of Shidzuoka. 

‘Tue entries for the Spring Meeting of the Nippon 
Race Club have been published. ‘They show that 
the promise of sport this year is as good as ever. 
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Iris said that the Bank of Japan is about to 
issue convertible bank-notes of seven different 
denominations. 


Tue construction of a new light-house at Ku- 
raga promontory, in the province of Hiuga, has 
been commenced. 


A Hawarax Representative has presented his 
credentials to the Mikado, and taken up his 
residence in Tokiyo. 


Mr. Fuytsutma, one of the Secretaries of the 
Finance Department, has been appointed Japa- 
nese Consul at Lyons. 


Perrrtons against vivisection have been addres- 
sed to the Japanese Government by the Victoria 
and Scandinavian Societies. 


His Excertency Mort Arrnort, Japanese Re- 
presentative at the Court of St. James, returned 
to Japan on the 14th instant. 


A THUNDERBOLT fell in the village of Isobe, 
Shimotsuke, on the 13th instant, destroying a 
house and killing four oxen, 


Twexveyoung ladies, the daughters of noblemen, 
have become pupils at the School of Silk-worm 
Breeding, at Naito-Shinjiku, Tokiyo. 


An attempted incendiarism in Yokohama, on 
the night of the r2th instant, was extinguished 
by the police before any injury was done. 








Twenty-six medals and first-class certificates 
have been awarded to the Japanese exhibits at 
the Calcutta International Exhibition. 


Tue official opening of the Uyeno-Takasaki 
Railway is announced to take place on the 1st of 
May. ‘The Emperor will perform the ceremony. 


TREE notorious gamblers were sentenced, at 
the Criminal Court in Yokohama on the 15th 
instant, to five years' imprisonment with a fine of 
250 yen. 

Tue Second Competitive Exhibition of Paint- 
ings has been opened at Uyeno, Tokiyo. The 
opening ceremony was performed by H.E. 
General Saigo. 





‘Tue formation of a Japanese and Foreign Club 
in the Rokumei-kwan, Tokiyo, has been decided 
upon, and the first election of members took 
place on the 18th instant. 


THE construction of a race-course round the 
Shinobadzu lake at Uyeno has been commenced, 
and it is said that the course will be ready for 
the Autumn meeting of the Union Club. 


Tue Japanese Government has acceded to the 
request of Holland, and promised to send speci- 
mens to the Agricultural Exhibition which will 
be opened in Amsterdam next August. 





‘Tue Projectile Foundry, within the compound 
of the Iron Works at Akabane, Tokiyo, was 
destroyed by fire on the afternoon of Good 





Friday. About twenty of the soldiers and police 


gle 


who attempted to extinguish the flames were 
injured, and three subsequently died. 





Tue spring routine commenced at the various 
Departments in the capital on the 12th instant, 
the hours of attendance now being from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 


Tue agrarian riot recently reported from Iwaki 
prefecture has been quelled without loss of life. 
The chief object of the rioters seems to have 
been to destroy the records of their debts. 





Tux traffic receipts on the Kobe-Otsu Section of 
the Government Railway continue below the 
average of previous years, but the receipts on the 
Tokiyo-Yokohama Section are improving. 


Tue construction of a road across the Kobotoke 
range of mountains, in Koshiu, has been com- 
menced, the Central Government contributing 
one third (sixty thousand yen) of the total es- 
timated cost. 





Tue inhabitants of a place called Inariyaya, in 
Nagasaki, have forwarded a petition praying 
that the telegraph may be extended to their 
district, and offering to contribute 1,500 yen to- 
wards the expense. 


Some agitation has been set on foot in Yoko- 
hama with a view to reducing the wages of 
Japanese employés who are paid in Kinsatsu, in 
consequence of the large appreciation of the 
latter during the past year. 


Tue weather, which was unreasonably warm 
during the early days of the weck, underwent a 
change on Friday, and became almost cold. 
The cherry blossoms at Uyeno are beginning to 
fall and those at Mukojima are in full bloom. 


Tue price of rice continues to advance slowly, 
while that of A7nsa/su. remains steady at a dis- 
count of from 8 to 9 percent. Government 
securities have fallen again to the place they oc- 
cupied before their recent abnormal appreciation. 


Mr. Supzuxt, formerly attached to the Japanese 
Legation in Paris, who absconded in consequence 
ofa deficiency in his accounts, has been con- 
victed of embezzlement and sentenced to 7 
years’ major confinement by the Central Cri- 
minal Court in Tokiyo. 


Captain Jomawwzs Framm, late of the Mitsu 
Bishi S.S. A&isushima Maru, appealed on the 
16th instant, to the Tokiyo Court of Appeal, 
against the Judgment of a Marine Court of 
Enquiry by which he was deprived of his certi- 
ficate for 12 months. The case was adjourned 
in order to procure evidence. 


Tue latest feature of the Buddhist revival which 
the Priests of Japan have recently been endea- 
vouring to excite, is the erection of a theological 
college, in the grounds of the Higashi-Honganji, 
at Kiyoto. The estimated cost of the college is 
350,000 yen. It is said to be a rival to similar 
institutions established under Christian auspices. 
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We have alluded, on more than one occasion, 
to the meetings of the Aangwa-kwar, or As- 
sociation of «ut Critics, recently formed in 
Tokiyo. Up ta the present, the Association has 
held three meetings, which were all well attended, 
and many pictures of great merit were exhi- 
bited. Those shown on the first occasion were 
of the Xano School; those on the second were 
paintings of religious subjects (Bu/su-gwa), 
and those on the third were chiefly master- 
pieces of Sesshiu. The places chosen for these 
réunions were not happy, especially in the case 
of the last, which was held at a temple ina 
remote and almost inaccessible quarter of Asa- 
kusa. This question of position is, indeed, one 
of the chief difficulties that beset enterprises of 
this sort in Tokiyo, where, with the exception of 
official buildings specially set apart for exhibition 
purposes, suitable places for hanging pictures 
or displaying works of art are virtually non- 
existent. We have felt that this drawback is 
particularly regrettable in the present instance, 
because not only is the public offered an unique 
opportunity to study the chefs d'œuvres of Japa- 
nese pictorial art, but also instruction. of an 
exceptionally valuable and."erudite character is 
provided in the lectures of Mr. E. F. Fenollosa, 
whose knowledge of Japanese pictorial art renders 
him incomparably the highest living authority 
on this subject. We learn with much pleasure, 
therefore, that the next meeting of the Associa- 
tion, on the 2oth instant, will be at the Meiji 
Kwaido, which not only offers excellent facilities 
both in point of space and comfortable accom- 
modation, but possesses also the great advantage 
of being within ten minutes’ drive of the Shin- 
bashi terminus. The paintings exhibited will be 
of the Kiyoto School, from the great artist Okiyo 
downwards, and their interest will be exceptional, 
not less on account of their rarity, than because 
of their great beauty and suitability to Occidental 
taste. The lecture by Mr. Fenollosa will be 
on the subject “Can Japanese Art be revived ?" 
—a question which certainly needs elucidation 
just at present, having regard to the very low 
quality of the new paintings now on exhibition 
at Uyeno. The Meiji Kwaido will be open to 
visitors from ro o'clock a.m. on the zoth instant, 
and the lecture will be delivered at 3 p.m., both 
in English and Japanese. It will be remembered 
that the Association also undertakes to criticise 
pictures, and to furnish written certificates at 
a trifling cost. We believe that a large number 
of these certificates havé been already issued. 
Their value will be understood when we say 
that their issue is contingent upon absolute un- 
animity of opinion on the part of the four mem- 
bers of the examining committee, and that they 
bear the signatures of all the four. They are, 
in fact, a radical departure from the method 
hitherto pursued, which made the authenticity of a 
painting depend wholly on the ipse dixit of some 
ancient connoisseur. Itis much to be hoped that 
the efforts of the Kangzwa-A wai will exercise a 
large influence upon public opinion in Japan 
with reference to the important question which 
is now agitating the country, namely, the revival 
of Japanese art. There is a considerable party 
among the Japanese who seek to suppress every- 
thing like originality in new work, holding that 
the canons of the old masters were the best, not 
only for their own age, but for all ag To this 
fatal misconception the Kangwa-Kwai is re- 
solutely opposed, and its opposition deserves 
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the support of everybody interested in the art of 
this country. Those who care to compare what 
Japan is capable of now with what she achieved 
between 1750 and 1850, can not do better than 
pay a visit in the morning to the Competitive 
Exhibition at Uyeno, and in the afternoon to the 
exhibition of the Art Association at the Meiji 
Kwaido. Below we give a resumé of the three 
lectures already delivered by Mr. Fenollosa :— 

The art of painting is no superficial accomplishment, 
as some Chinese and Japanese think. Itis the out- 
ward expression of one of man's noblest capacities, the 
power to perceive by intuition ideas of perfect beauty. 
This power, which we sometimes call inspiration, is 
rare; is not to be taught and learned, like the me- 
chanical skill of an artisan, and therefore distinguishes 
its possessors as a superior class, who, like priests, 
have the ability to reveal to ordinary men, facts of the 

i they would never have been able to see 
s. "Therefore great artists have been most 
highly honored in Europe, China, and Japan. 

"This view of art and the artist must be kept in mind 
as a first principle in criticism. It is not enough to 
make application of abstract rules, or look for the pre- 
sence of someexternalquality, Style is only a medium 
for expresion, not the thing expressed. It is not to be 
judged by its own abstract correctness, nor to be taken 
as any standard for judging art as an entity. Its whole 
excellence lies in its adequacy to express the intended 
revelation ; and thus all criticism must work from the 
artist's intention or idea. Now Japanese critics usually 
ignore this necessity. They judge of genuineness and 
excellence only from the standard of some abstract 
rule of touch or other external manner. They do not 
regard each painting as anew idea whose heart has 
to be penetrated, but as another case of wares stamped 
with the trade-mark. This explains why they will 
worship any painting, however bad, which has the 
certified label of Motonobu attached, while they despise 
some of the finest paintings by men who are not cele- 
brities. True criticism implies the full appreciation of 
the peculiar truth revealed in each picture. It must 
take a new standard foreach. The poorness of a critic 
is measured by the fewness of his tests. 

This view might be opposed by one who thinks that 
the pleasure we take in works of art defines their excel- 
lence. But pleasure is not always art-pleasure. Many 
people are pleased with bad pictures for extra-artistic 
reasons. It is not pleasure which guarantees excel- 
lence, but excellence which guarantees the legitimacy 
of pleasure. Again, others seem to suppose that a 
picture which has been skilfully executed is therefore 
good. But skill is mere mechanical workmanship, 
unless it embody an idea of beauty; and any one can 
learn it. The skilful juggler is not an artist: art-skill 
can itself be defined only by art-excellence. Touch 
alone is not the soul and body of art, as the modern 
Japanese critic thinks. 

‘These differences are well expressed by the very 
ancient Chinese classification of paintings into no, miyo, 
and shin, At the present day critics hardly know what 
these words mean, But their originators have well 
explained no to be mere technical skill ; miyo to be the 
quality produced by a talent for combination of elements 
which are still external; but shin to be the quality pro- 
duced by true genius, namely, a complete internal idea 
from which theexternalcharacter immediately flows. It 
is not in the thoughtless and childish formalisms of 
such modern write Kaisuyen, that Japanese critics 
should seek for a guide, but in the profound thoughts 
of the great To (Tang) essayists, 

Eastern criticism has never been based upon a pro- 
found knowledge of historical laws, Art is a social fact, 
and so subject to the necessity of growth and decay. 

h school and method can aim only at progressing in 
conformity with a growing environment of popular need, 
appreciation, and selection, It reaches culmination 
when it has met these concrete stimuli, with the clear- 
est and strongest expression of the peculiar powers 
which it embodies. It decays because, thereafter, it is 

ossible, within its own limits, to do no more than 
imitate the external manner of the perfection. It dics, 
when its limits are outgrown, and its dead forms are 
pushed aside by the new forces of a changed social 
environment. This law applies equally to individual, 
academic, and national peculiarities. The history of 
art isa cycle of cycles, in which each phase and each 
fact finds its single moment of possibility and necessity. 
But Japanese traditional criticism sees no difficulty 
in placing any quality anywhere in time. Based 
upon the collective assertions of past authorities, who 
worked independently in their respective narrow 
spheres of experience, who can wonder that itis a 
medley of contradictions? The science of criticism 
cannot even be founded in Japan until its votaries are 
willing to follow reason, and admit that blind opinion, 
however old, is untrustworthy. 


























































































Ir the accounts contained in our Shanghai ex- 
changes just to hand do not convey any accurate 
idea of the policy contemplated by the Chinese 
Government, they show at least that the counsels 
of the Middle Kingdom are seriously perplexed. 
We are told, indeed, by the North China Herald 











that “the news of the fall of Bac-ninh was 
received by the Ministers of the Yamén with- 
out any outward sign of perturbation,” and 
that “their attitude has since been one of 
apparently enviable repose.” Ourcontemporary, 
however, wisely bids his readers “judge for 
themselves how much of this is comedy,” and 
now, aided by the light of recent telegrams, we can 
see that Prince Kung's imperturbability was less 
real than assumed. He doubtless knew enough 
of his country’s methods to foresee that if peace- 
ful counsels, prevailed some scape-goat must be 
found to bear the bellicose errors committed in 
the past, and since going into and out of office 
is a feat tolerably familiar to him, he could con- 
template its probable repetition with compara- 
tive indifference. The Empress, it is said, 
wishes for peace with France at all hazards, and 
if that be so, it is not wonderful that she has 
sacrificed some of her officials by way of 
smoothing the path to her desires. Neither is 
it likely that we have heard the end of these 
sacrifices. The rumours so industriously cir- 
culated by the vernacular press in Hongkong to 
the effect that Bac-ninh and Sontai have been 
retaken by the Chinese, indicate pretty clearly 
that somebody down in that quarter is gravely 
concerned for the security of his tenure of 
office, and we shall not be surprised to learn 
that the deposition of Prince Kung and his 
colleagues has been followed by the recall of 
one or two local dignitaries from Yünnan or the 
two Kwang, to be tried and punished for their 
sins of omission and commission. As for the 
Marquis Tséng, it is difficult to tell what will 
become of him. To recall him would be an 
act of the greatest kindness, for loss of office, 
nay even degradation, could scarcely be so 
bitter as his present position. It has been 
truly said that the French army of occupation 
had only one Chinese opponent, and he was at 
Paris, but we doubt whether the history of diplo- 
macy includes any item half so humiliating as 
the experience of the Marquis Tséng. It is 
really a moot question whether China would not 
do better to recall all her Representatives abroad. 
If, when it comes to the test of action, she means 
to make bubbles of all their menaces, she can 
only look forward to being regarded as a species 
of gigantic buffoon. 


We publish in this issue the entries for the 
Spring Meeting of the Nippon Race Club, but 
although these are not quite complete—some 
Japanese griffins are still to be added—they are * 
in the total equal to those of the meetings last year. 
This is an agreeable surprise in face of the fact 
that a general belief existed that, for want of sup- 
port, the dissolution of the Club was near at hand, 
and the Committee are to be congratulated upon 
efforts which have led to so satisfactory a result. 
In this connection, we publish below two rules 
of the Club having reference to the admission 
of honorary; members, which cannot be too 
prominently brought before the public notice. 
These rules give honorary members all the 
privileges of the Club except entering ponies, 
riding on the course, and voting at meet- 
ings, and it may be safely said that there 
are scores of men in Yokohama to whom 
honorary membership under the new rules will 
be a boon, as the subscription only amounts to 
the gate-money for the two meetings. The 
Nippon Race Club deserves more support 
than it receives, and when it is remembered 
that it is entirely due to a small band of 


Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


April 19, 1884.] 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


359 








foreign owners that we have any races at all 
here—for the Club would certainly collapse if the 
foreign element backed out—we trust that the 
new rules will induce many honorary members 
tojoin. It ought not to be forgotten that the 
Club gives six days' holiday in the year to many 
persons who, if that institution ceased to exist, 
would be chained to a desk or otherwise following 
their occupations. To many men these six days 
are worth more than ten dollars, and such are in 
duty bound to take advantage of the privilege 
offered by honorary membership under the new 
rules li a community mainly composed of 
Englishmen, it would be little short of a national 
disgrace, if, with a good racecourse, and ponies 
—such as they are—not hard to obtain, the 
Nippon Race Club were allowed to subside, 
but this is what must be looked forward to if the 
whole burden of finding the sinews of war is 
permitted to rest entirely on the shoulders of the 
few lovers of sport who at present are the means 
of providing the two principal holidays the 
Yokohama community enjoy. The following 
are the rules referred to :— 


7.—Honorary members shall be elected in the same 
manner as ordinary members. When so elected, they shall 
be entitled to all the rights and privileges of members, ex- 
cepting the right of voting at meetings, of riding on the 
Course, and of entering ponies at the Races. 

9.—The subscription to the Club for membership shall be 


$20 (twenty dollars) and for Honorary Members $10 (ten 
dollars) annually, payable in advance on the ist January in 
each year. 

Tus article we translate elsewhere from the Fiji 
Shimpo wil repay perusal. Among the many 
wonderful changes which have come over Japan 
since 1867, none is more remarkable than her 
recognition of the good that grows out of apparent 
evil. She is ready to-day to. kiss the rod that 
smote her twenty years ago. The writer in the 
Fiji Shimpo does not, indeed, allude directly to 
the Spartan discipline his own country had to 
endure, in the times of her early intercourse with 
foreigners, but he lets us interpret his mood 
easily enough when he says that, “ China's real 
benefactors are those who awake her, however 
roughly, from her slumbers." If the shock of 
her collision with France moves her, ever so 
little, out of the groove she has worn for herself 
by centuries of conservatism, the Fiji Shimpo 
thinks that she will owe her aggressor a heavy 
debt of gratitude. Opinions of this sort ex- 
pressed by a journal which has the credit of 
reflecting public sentiment more accurately than 
any of its contemporaries, are the best con- 
ceivable evidences of Japan's thorough conver- 
sion to the creeds of genuine liberalism. We 
believe that if it were possible to take the nation's 
verdict to-morrow, there would be found few, if 
any, to assert that the country did not reap large 
benefit even from the fight at Kagoshima and 
the bombardment of Shimonoseki. 


Tue Japanese Court at the Calcutta International 
Exhibition seems to have achieved a most re- 
markable success. No less than fifteen gold 
and silver medals, and eleven bronze medals 
and first-class certificates, were awarded to Mr. 
M. M. Kuhn, to whose enterprise the furnishing 
of the Court was entirely due. We observe, also, 
that the Viceroy, Lord Ripon, in his speech at 
the closing ceremony, on March roth, said :— 
“There is another Eastern country which has 
contributed largely upon this occasion to our 
interest and our pleasure, and I think that all 
who have visited this Exhibition will agree that 
one of the most beautiful and interesting Courts 
inithas been the Japanese Court. We have 
seen there ample and striking proof of the artistic 
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skill and graphic power of that remarkable 
people." Mr. Kuhn deserves great credit for the 
energy he has displayed in this business. But 
for him Japan would have been entirely un- 
represented at the Exhibition, and it cannot be 
doubted that whatever advantage he may have 
derived himself from his enterprise will be fully 
shared by Japanese art industry, to which he has 
opened a new and important market. 


Ar the Royal United Service Institution, re- 
cently, Admiral H. Boys Presiding, a paper was 
read on the present position of the armour ques- 
tion, with a summary of the principal recent 
plate experiments." The lecturer was Captain 
C. Orde Browne, late of the Royal Artillery, and 
at present lecturer at Woolwich in the Depart- 
ment of Artillery Studies on the subject of Ar- 
mour Plates. The paper was illustrated by 
diagrams, and the object of it was stated to be 
the presentation of such features of the armour 
question as appeared to be peculiar and of great 
importance. Captain Browne began by ex- 
plaining that “soft armour” applied to plates 
which yielded to perforation, and “ hard armour” 
meant that which would not so yield and was 
destroyed by breaking up. The first experi- 
ments noticed were the Krupp Meppen plates 
trials in 1882. The trials were against soft 
armour, either directly or obliquely, and he 
showed, in respect to the direct firing, that a 
projectile with a striking energy of 2,328 foot- 
tons, for which it would have been sufficient 
work to have penetrated 12 inches of iron in 
two thicknesses, went through two 7-inch plates, 
and passed 328 yards up the range uninjured. 
He thought this was to be accounted for by the 
fact that 10 inches of wood between the plates 
was sufficiently thick to allow the point of the 
projectile to get clear of the bent and broken 
edges of the front plate before meeting the 
second, and thus the maximum resistance 
was not got out of the plates. The best 
thickness of wood was about five inches, and 
with this, while the plates were prevented from 
jarring one upon the other, the projectile could 
not get clear of one plate before it was re- 
sisted by the second. In the second experi- 
ment, that of the oblique fire, the projectile, 
with a striking velocity of 1,750 feet, was more 
than a match for the plate, 7.9 inches, with a 
backing of 9.84 of wood and 0.98 of skin. The 
Spezia trials of November 1882.were afterwards 
examined by the lecturer, who described the 
hard armour-plates made-by Cammell, by Sir 
John Brown & Company, and by M. Schneider, 
and the damage which was done to them by 
the guns, results being shown in diagrams, and 
dealt with inexhaustive figures. Captain Browne 
urged the need of a better system of estimating. 
the effects of artillery on hard armour than was 
now possessed, the need for developing the 
manufacture of steel projectiles for artillery, and 
the necessity for making experiments in this 
| country on very hard armour. He said that our 
|steel-faced armour was unrivalled, and in all the 
most important experiments abroad the English 
matériel took a prominent place; but, never- 
theless, wc could by no means afford to shut 
our eyes to the elements in which we might be 
weak, and in which foreign Powers might be 
gaining an advantage over us. 


A corresronvent, referring to the Nippon Race 
Club rules for the admission of honorary mem- 
bers, and our remarks thereupon, published on 
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Thursday, says :—“I don't see where the ‘boon’ 
comes in, in the new rules 7 and 8 of the Race 
Club. If the new honorary members ate allowed 
to ride their hacks round the course it may be 
an inducement to join. There are plenty of men 
in Yokohama who keep a pony of their own, 
and would be happy to subscribe to the main- 
tenance of the race course if they are allowed 
to use it. At present, although they may take 
no interest in racing, they have to pay $20 
for the privilege of using the course, which no 
doubt may of them agree with me in thinking is 
too much.” Precisely: and we also have no 
doubt that our correspondent is not singular in 
his opinion ; but unfortunately there is a tinge 
of selfishness in the complexion of a man's 
remarks who appears willing to pay a small 
sum for the privilege of indulging in his own 
particular hobby—that of obtaining health and 
exercise in cantering round the Negishi Hill— 
but gives no thought to anything beyond. Asa 
promenade for ladies, and a healthy romping 
ground for children, the use of the racecourse 
may also be considered a privilege, but then, 
perhaps, our correspondent is not a married 
man. We trust, however, that there are many 
who take a broader view of this matter, and 
that although some may have no direct ‘interest 
in racing,” they will not consider ten dollars 
per annum too extravagant a sum to contribute 
to the support of one of the few events that bring 
the community together and give them a holiday 
of their own making. 


Earty Friday morning a man about 30 years of 
age was found hanging under the caves of a 
house in Fujimi-bashi, Takashima-cho, having 
apparently strung himself up during the night. 
He had used a cotton handkerchief in place of 
the customary hemp, and his impromptu scaffold 
was a saké tub, which be had mounted and 
kicked from under him. 





Iris plain that all possibilities of Chinese re- 
sistance to French advances in Tonquin are at 
anend. Those who have followed the course 
of the campaign will see that General Millot's 
vigorous operations in the direction of Bac-ninh 
were intended to clear his flank, preparatory to a 
steady advance up the Red River. With this 
view, he ordered a rapid pursuit of the flying 
Black Flags (or Chinese regulars ?), and General 
Négrier seems to have pushed the outposts of 
the army of occupation to a point half-way be- 
tween Bac-ninh and Lang-son, which is one of 
the frontier towns of China proper. Meanwhile 
General Britre de lIsle appears to have ad- 
vanced, with another flying column, in a. more 
Westerly direction, towards the frontier town of 
Ko-bang, capturing two citadels and completely 
crushing all opposition. The result of these 
manceuvres, which occupied the troops up to the 
23rd of March, was to put the French in pos- 
session of all the important places between Bac- 
ninh and the Chinese frontier. Theirobjecthaving 
been thus thoroughly accomplished, the columns 
of Négrier and Brière de l'Isle, after detaching 
forces to hold the new outposts, returned to 
Haiduong and Hanoi, to prepare for a general 
advance up the Red River. Immediately above 
Son-tai, on that river, lies Hung-hoa, whither the 
Black Flags were supposed to have retired after 
the fall of the former place. Hung-hoa is an 
important position, not only because it is the 
last village of any size below the first rapids on 
the Red River, but also because it is the point 
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where one of the main roads to the Chinese 
frontier, 2/4 Thai Nguyen and Ko-bang, de- 
bouches It will therefore be seen that before 
proceeding to the attack of Hung-hoa, the French 
did well to push their pursuit from Bac-ninh as 
far as the citadels on this road. In fact, Gene- 
ral Brière de lTsle's operations put an end to 
any hopes the garrison at Hung-hoa might have 
entertained of receiving aid from the Chinese re- 
gulars. When, therefore, they became conscious 
that the French were really moving up the river 
from Son-tai, they only waited to hear the sound of 
the bombarding artillery, and by the 12th instant 
this place, also, bad been secured. The distance 
from Hung-hoa to Laokai—the last stronghold 
of the Black Flags, near the point where the 
Red River crosses the frontier of. Yünnan—is 
much the same as the distance from Hung-hoa 
to the sea, and though there are few, if any, 
fortified places between the two towns, it must 
be remembered that the French gunboats will be 
of little use in the upper reaches of the river, 
and that the nature of the country will greatly 
increase the difficulties of an invading column. 
Meanwhile, the Chinese forces in Yünnan and 
Kwangsi appear to be utterly disorganized, and 
arumour reaches us that two high officials of 
those provinces have been summoned to Peking 
to answer for the fall of Bac-ninh and Son-tai. 
Possibly the policy of the Middle Kingdom is 
to degrade its diplomats by way of apology to 
France, and to punish its generals by way of 
excuse to its subjects. But the French, we pre- 
sume, will not trouble themselves about these 
matters. It will not matter much to them, for 
the moment, what vagaries of statesmanship go 
on within the Chinese frontier. 


Sır Wirtiaw Hewert, says the Whitehall Re- 
view, is losing the services of one of his oldest 
and favourite lieutenants, Commander Ernest 
Rolfe, of his flagship the Lwryalus, he having 
been given the command of the Dragon, in the 
East Indies. Commander Rolfe—the mysteri- 
ous “Ralph” so frequently mentioned in the 
telegrams of the Standard correspondent at 
Suakim—has been with Admiral Sir William 
Hewett almost uninterruptedly during the last 
twenty years, and was with him in the Basilisk 
and Ocean, in China, in the 4c/ive, and in the 
Egyptian campaign. 


Mr. Irvine, says a home paper, has created a 
deep impression upon both the critics and the 
theatre-going section of the American public. 
Wherever the great English actor has gone he 
has utterly spoilt the people for shows of the 
old-fashioned stamp. At St. Louis he has evi- 
dently made more than an impression, for a 
writer in a local paper says:—''Never again 
will a ranting star and a lot of sticks pass for a 
dramatic company. Never again can cheap-john 
American managers make our people take John 
M'Cullough or Booth or Barrett or Tom Keene, 
supported by a gang of knock-kneed supers in 
tin helmets, and female boarding-house keepers 
in ten-cent cambrics, as a substitute for a full- 
grown, evenly-balanced theatrical performance. 
The strolling gangs of barn-stormers with one 
boss ranter as the main attraction, must go.” 
This, it will freely be admitted, is rather tall. 





Tue late M. Rouher used to tell an amusing story 
of an ex-Imperial Prefect and his administrés, 
which illustrates the dense ignorance that prevails 
in the French rural districts. At the time of the 
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plébiscite, in 1870, the official in question made 
the round of his prefecture to stimulate the zeal 
of the different mayors, the functionaries on 
whom thesuccess of the vote practically depended. 
The mayor of a remote town in one of the 
outlying districts showed certain symptoms of 
hesitation, and the prefect asked for an explana- 
tion of his difficulty. Had his feelings changed 
towards the dynasty which he had hitherto so 
warmly supported? “No, Monsieur, it is not 
that at all,” was the mayor's answer, “ but I have 
some doubt if this measure is a wise one. When 
Napoleon first wished to be elected deputy we 
elected him; when some time afterwards he 
wanted to become President we gave him our 
votes again. Finally, when he wished to be 
Emperor, we did not hesitate ; he had a larger 
majority than ever. Now he wants to be made 
Plébiscite—whatever that may be—and I fear 
he is going too far. However, as he wishes to 
be Plébiscite, I shall give him my vote again ; 
only, for Heaven's sake, M. le Préfet, warn him 
of the danger of over-ambition, and teli him 
to stop now. Another tille might prove his 
ruin." —57. James's Gazette. . 


Tur Meiji Nippo gives the following statistics of 
oxen, sheep, and pigsslaughtered in Tokiyoduring 
the months of January, February, and March :— 








Owux, — Sue Pras. 
January 153 "n 19 
February 2307 18 31 
March 352 19 29 
Total ........ Em 48 E 











Mr. A. A. Sarcent, the able Representative of 
the United States at Berlin, whose suspected lack 
of reverence for “ the ambrosial curls” cf sove- 
reignty is reported to have excited some German 
hostility, says many interesting things in the dis- 
patches he sent to Washington at the time of 
Arabis rebellion. When Europe was still 
wondering who would step to the front in the 
impending crisis, Mr. Sargent concluded that 
Germany, at all events, would not interfere ac- 
tively. She had tried to preserve peace by per- 
suading the Sultan of Turkey to take some 
action which would satisfy England and France, 
but these good intentions were “thwarted by 
the hesitation or craft of the Porte, which sought 
to regain its hold upon Egypt, and, while watch- 
ing for such advantage, let matters drift into 
dangerous conditions." Germany, therefore, 
suffered things to take their course, confident in 
her own strength to meet every contingency. 
Then came “the resolute and rapid action of 
England in Egypt, which seemed to take Europe 
by surprise and to make that Power complete 
master of the situation.” The Continental idea, 
“the prevailing tone of influential German news- 
papers," had been that “ England would bluster 
and not fight.” The German press, however, was 
the first to acknowledge the logic of facts. “A 
direct, positive man like the Chancellor” could 
appreciate “ celerity and decision.” Yet even 
then Mr, Sargent did not fail to comprehend the 
complications of the situation: complications 
which Gladstone so thoroughly appreciated that 
to this day he stoutly refuses to acknowledge 
any intention of holding Egypt. “It would be 
difficult,” wrote the United States’ Minister, 
“ to limit the questions that may arise were Eng- 
land to prevail in Egypt to the extent contem- 
plated by her military preparations, French 
interests in the Mediterranean are inconsistent 
with permanent English control of Egypt. Ger- | 
many is not likely to view with complacency any! 
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great accession of power by England or by any 
other Power within striking distance, and will 
probably obstruct measures looking to the ulti- 
mate humiliation of the Porte. Austria is but the 
second of Germany in the diplomacy of this 
decade. Further, it is difficult to see how Eng- 
land can treat Egypt as its sick man, and Europe 
permit it, and yet object if Russia shall apply 
the same regimen to Turkey generally." Eng- 
land finished at Tel-el Kebir what she had begun 
at Alexandria, and Europe, seeing how the 
Egyptians who had “ grovelled to Arabi now 
grovelled to Tewfk," ceased to regard the 
former as “the representative of a party strug- 
gling for a higher national life,” and abandoning 
its sympathy for the rebels, abandoned also its 
objection to England's control. “Singly,” says 
Mr. Sargent, “ she fought the fight which is now 
more and more admitted to have been in the 
interest of Europe; though had defeat, instead 
of prompt and brilliant victory, attended her 
efforts, the harmony of opinion in her favour 
would probably have been less. * * * * Dis- 
regarding the refusal of her associate to co- 
operate in putting down anarchy in Egypt, and 
without waiting for the express concurrence of 
the Eastern Powers, she gallantly urged the fight 
with her single resources, while holding the 
Porte, and perhaps the Eastern Powers, quiet by 
her able diplomacy. It is not a matter of sur- 
prise that a strong Government like Germany 
should recognize such strong policy, and give 
its respect to its authors as well as its implied 
assent thereto." The fates, indeed, seem to 
have willed that England's Egyptian policy 
should furnish a series of surprises for Europe. 
The last coup is the most wonderful of all. 
Nobody could have imagined that sober, practi- 
cal Britain could ever persuade herself to send a 
solitary man against a nation of fanatics in 
rebellion. The Mahdi of Islamism launched a 
few unarmed Arabs at Hicks Pasha’s rabble, 
promising them that the prophet would give the 
foe into their hands. England has outdone this. 
She has sent a Christian Mahdi absolutely un- 
supported to deal with a host of Arab tribes as 
brave and resolute as the Egyptians were 
cowardly and reluctant. We wonder whether 
the issue will be another surprise. 


Ir any man deserved to be buried with military 
honours, it was the veteran General Schramm, 
who was laid to his rest recently at La Cour- 
neuve. The departed warrior must certainly 
have been the oldest general, if not the oldest 
soldier, in the armies of the world. The Em- 
peror of Germany and Marshal von Moltke were 
in their cradles, and the fathers of General Gor- 
don and Lord Wolseley probably not born, when 
Schramm first came on parade eighty-five years 
ago. When Austerlitz was fought, Schramm was 
an old soldier with six campaigns bebind him ; 
and when after Waterloo he retired for a time 
into private life, he had earned his repose by 
fifteen years of active service, which included 
the terrible Russian expedition of 1812. He 
emerged in 1830, and for a quarter of a century 
afterwards took an active share in all the military 
affairs of his country, became War Minister 
under the Second Empire, and as a hale old 
veteran lived to see the armies of the nation he 
had helped to crush at Jena take their revenge 
a second time at Gravelotte and Sedan. The 
“ Chronicle of the Drum," as told by General 
Schramm, should have been worth hearing.— 
St. Yames's Budget. 
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Tue National Exhibition of Paintings (Awargwa 
Kiydshinkwai) was opened at Uyeno on Friday 
the 11th instant, by the Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce, H.E. General Saigo, the Vice- 
Minister of the Imperial Household, H.E. Sugi, 
the Governor of Tokiyo, H.E. Yoshikawa, and 
a number of other officials. The building where 
the pictures are hung is a great improvement 
upon that of last year, being spacious and well 
lighted, with a glass roof down the centre. It is 
not possible yet to pronounce any verdict upon 
the pictures themselves, as about a third of the 
exhibitors have not sent in their contributions, 
but so far as we have been able to judge, the 
prospect is not brilliant. The promoters of the 
Exhibition made an unaccountably senseless 
rule, that every specimen must be what is called 
riugaki, that is to say, must conform strictly to 
recognised canons. This means simply that no 
strike out a new line is permitted ; 
ion, in short, is a collection of copies. 
The spirit which dictated this rule is fatal to the 
progress of pictorial art. Highly appreciative 
as Japanese connoisseurs are, it never seems to 
have occurred to them that such masters as 
Kohógen, Sesshiu, and Okiyo were not copyists ; 
that every generation of men has its own ideals 
Which differ from those of the generation that 
preceded and are only partially appreciable by 
the generation that follows. The wretched 
fallacies that prevail upon these subjects have 
been ably exposed by Mr. E. F. Fenollosa in a 
series of lectures recently delivered in Tokiyo, 
and we do not doubt that his words will ulti- 
mately bear fruit. But in the meanwhile, the 
much talked of exhibition of 1884 will probably 
show only that the Japanese artists of the day 
are not competent to copy the works of their 
ancestors. Of their ability as originators it can. 
tell nothing. 





Tue are those who say that the women of the 
East are satisfied with polygamy and do not 
understand the injustice of it. To believe this 
one must be ignorant not only of the East, but 
ofthe human soulitself. If it were true, that 
would not happen which does happen—viz., that 
there is scarcely any Turkish girl who, accept- 
ing the hand of a man, does not make it a 
condition that he shall not marry again during 
her lifetime ; there would not be so many wives 
returning to their families because their husbands 
have failed in this promise, and the Turkish 
proverb would not be in existence which says: 
A house with four women is like a ship in a 
tempest. Even if she is adored by her husband, 
the Eastern woman can but curse polygamy, 
which obliges her to live with the sword of 
Damocles above her head. * * * Itisim- 
possible that she should not feel the injustice 
of such a law. She knows that when her 
husband introduces a rival into her home he 
is but putting into practice the right given to 
him by the law of the Prophet. But in the 
bottom of her soul she feels that there is a morc 
ancient and sacred law which condemns his act. 
as traitorous and an abuse of power ; that the 
tie between them is undone ;, that her life is 
ruined; that she has the right of rebellion. 
The Turkish women seek to know Frankish 
women in order to learn from them something 
of the splendors and amusements of their world, 
but itis not only the varied and feverish life of 
gaiety that attracts them; more often it is the 
domestic life, the little world of a European 
family, the circle of friends, the table surrounded 
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age; that sanĉtuary full of memories, of con- 
fidence, of tenderness, that can make the union 
of two persons good even without the passion of 
love; to which we turn even after a long life of 
aberration and faults ; in which, even after the 
tempests of youth and the pangs of the present, 
the heart finds refuge and comfort, as a promise 
of peace for later years, the beauty of a serene 
sunset seen from the depths of some dark valley. 
But there is one great thing to be said for the 
comfort of those who lament the fate of the 
Turkish woman ; itis that polygamy is declining 
from day to day. Ithasalways been considered 
by the Turks themselves rather as a tolerated 
abuse than as a natural right of man. Mahomet 
said, That man is to be praised who has but a 
single wife—although he himself had several; 
and those who wish to set an example of honest 
and austere manners never in fact marry but one 
wife. He who has more than one is not openly 
blamed, but neither is he approved. The Turks 
are few who sustain polygamy, and still fewer 
those who approve it in their hearts.—'' Con- 
stantinople,” by Epxoxpo pg Amicis, 


Tue lady correspondent of the Pall Mall 
Gazette, whose prettily written letters of gossip 
that journal recently published, has excited 
curiosity by her allusions to some Irish re- 
sidents of Kiyoto. She speaks of them as 
people whose father had been in the Indian 
Civil Service, and who “came to Japan to live 
cheaply, and learn such drawing and painting 
as the natives could teach them.” Under what 
pretext they are permitted to live in. Kiyoto we 
are not informed, but it may be assumed that 
they are nominally or really in Japanese employ. 
The chief charm of Kiyoto in their eyes, we are 
told, is thatit isa deserted old Court city, where 
are no English/oflicials “ to inflame Irish blood. 
This sounds somewhat curious as the sentiment 
of a family whose head is himself an English 
ex-official. But Irish fancies are often eccentric. 
The funniest part of the thing is that these good 
folks left Tokiyo “ because the attachés and sec- 
retaries there are simply intolerable, and the 
ladies have introduced snobbism into society.” 
We could scarcely have imagined any descrip- 
tion less applicable to Tokiyo society, where 
cliques, mischief-making, and the other charac- 
teristics of gregarious snobbism are absolutely 
unknown. 





There is no accounting, however, 
for the tastes of Irish people who confess them- 
selves followers of Parnell. 


Ove result of the recently promulgated stamp 
regulations has been largely to diminish the 
number of civil suits. The regulations came 
into force on the rst instant, and between that 
date and the 7th instant, the cases brought 
before the Courts in Tokiyo were, one before 
the Court of First Instance (Shishin Saibansho), 
three before the Court of Appeal (Aso Sai- 
bansho) and three before the Supreme Court 
(Daishin-in). Briefly speaking the principle of 
the reform affected by the new regulations is to 
make the stamp duty depend, not on the size 
of a petition, but on the magnifude of the issue 
involved. Formerly, parties to a suit were 
charged according to the number of sheets 
their petitions or rejoinders contained; now, 
they pay according to the amount of property 
in dispute. The latter system, though obviously 
the more logical and convenient, involves a 
larger initial outlay, especially in trivial cases, 
and hence the diminution now observable in the 
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latter class of litigation. The public is to be 
congratulated upon this result. Of recent years 
the facilities offered by the Courts of Law 
and a growing confidence in the justice of their 
decisions seems to have encouraged an undue 
propensity to put their machinery in motion, 
and an idea that no question was too insigni- 
ficant to justify an appeal to the judiciary. We 
have had occasion, from time to time, to note 
that arrears of litigation were beginning to look 
formidable, and though the ease induced by the 
working of the new system is probably abnormal + 
just at present, we may reasonably hope that 
while the Courts will be as accessible as ever 
for the hearing of serious questions, they will be 
permanently freed from a class of suitors whose 
claims upon the public time are of the slen- 
derest description. 


Tur February number of the Monatsschrift für 
den Orient gives the continuation of Dr. Lorenz 
von Stein's remarkable essay on Consular Juris- 
diction in the East, the first part of which we 
summarised on its appeárance a month ago. 
Continuing, the law relating to Consuls is, the 
writer says, the mostobscure of themany branches 
and institutions of public law. Except where it 
is positively laid down in Consular Treaties, it is 
the most uncertain department in all international 
law. States in their intercourse with each other 
may be divided into two classes or groups; first, 
when the States in their mutual relations assume 
juridically an individual position, and are re- 
presented to each other by Ministers and Ambas- 
sadors, who are in no wise under the jurisdiction 
of the State in which they reside and perform their 
duties. Secondly, when States come together, 
not as collective organisations, but by means of 
the individuals comprising them, as in trade. 
The general principle that every act performed 
in a country, as well as all the property there, is 
under the territorial law and the national courts, 
is recognised by several of the best established 
maxims of law, such as locus regi? actum and 
actor sequitur forum rei. These rules can only 
be modified, altered, or suspended in times of 
peace in one way, viz., by explicit treaties between 
the two nations concerned to that end. ‘ Every 
deviation from the consequences of these 
principles is a deviation from the first principle 
of the sovereignty of States, and can, therefore, 
only be expressly altered by the sovereignty itself ; 
every such deviation is a special exception to the 
common right of States." It is acknowledged 
by the writer that a strict adherence to these 
principles would in some cases, as in Moslem 
countries, stop all trade. Coming now to 
Consuls and their relation to this discussion, 
and to what may be termed Jurisdiction Treaties 
generally, Dr. von Stein divides the history of 
the development of the institution of Consuls 
into three different periods. In the earliest 
period of all, when consulates originated, trade 
was carried on either with countries with which 
there were no treaties at all, or with those in 
which there was no organised system of govern- 
ment and administration, and where conse- 
quently no one thought of enforcing the maxim, 
cujus regio ejus jurisdicto. Hence it became 
the custom to send with ships an official whose 
duty it was to administer justice to all on board, 
inter se. In course of time came settlements 
fortrade. The institution is thus an extension 
of the jurisdiction originally exercised over 
aliens by one of themselves. But there were 
two fundamental differences between these early 
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with children, the honored and beloved old 
Cousuls and the authorities now called by that 
name. First, there is no trace of a recognition 
of their jurisdiction by the lords of the soil, no- 
thing resembling the modern exeguatur ; and, 
secondly, this jurisdiction didnot extend tocauses 
in which a native was a party, Such causes 
belonged exclusively to the Courts of the country. 
But there was nothing resembling a consular 
system in Europe in the Middle Ages. Every 
country or town did what appeared to be neces- 
sary for its own wants, without consulting any 
of its neighbours. Wiquefort and Vattel, in his 
last edition in 1758, makes no mention of 
Consuls. The first mention we find of them is 
ina small tract in the year 1751. The second 
stage in the development of the Consular system 
was when ''capitulations" were made with the 
Ottoman Empire in the latter half of the fifteenth 
century. With the present century, however, 
and the vast increase of intercourse between 
different nations, came the third stage of deve- 
lopment, viz., Consular treaties, as we know 
them to-day. The system which we have 
seen arise in Turkey was transplanted by 
the European Powers to the Far East. “This 
was explicable at first" (we translate Dr. Stein 
here). “But during half a generation many 
things in Eastern trade have greatly changed ; 
and the question of the day in these regions 
in this respect is the removal of the Oriental 
Consular system, and the substitution of that 
of Europe. We are ourselves convinced that 
this alteration of the Consular system, at least 
for Japan, the most advanced of these countries, 
has become necessary, and therefore unavoid- 
able."—Zondon and China Express. 


EvERYTHING seems to indicate that Yukao will 
be the favorite Summer resort this year. Not 
only does the railway to Kumagaye render the 
journey much easier than it used to be, but the 
fact that a palace for the Empress is in course 
of construction there will prove an immense 
attraction to the Japanese. The Nikkwo folks 
are apparently beginning to fear the consequences 
of such competition, and they have accordingly 
made arrangements for an unprecedented dis- 
play of ancient relics which the priests have 
hitherto guarded religiously from vulgar gaze. 
These curiosities include the armour of Iyeyasu 
and Oyama Hangwan; the arms of Tamura, and 
a number of precious heirlooms given to the 
temple by Yoritomo. The exhibition commenced 
on the sth instant and is to continue till the end 
of September. 


Tue changes in the Chinese Cabinet, as reported 
by telegram, are not, of course, quite intelligible 
at this distance. Prince Li, who succeeds Prince 
Kung, as President of the Grand Council, is to 
all intents a novus homo. Nothing has been 
hitherto heard of him by the public, and we are 
disposed to think that the influence attaching to 
the high post he is now called on to fill will be 
exercised in reality by another. He is not a 
Prince of the Imperial blood, but only-the re- 
presentative of one of the Eight Houses ennobled, 
at the time of the overthrow of the Ming Dynasty, 
for signal military services. According to latest 
detailed advices from China, the Empress was 
gravely dissatisfied with the incompetence her 
Ministers had displayed in their management 
of the Tonquin affair, and it was anticipated 
that the weight of her displeasure would fall 
upon the War Party, which after all its thrasonic 
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utterances and costly preparations, had failed to 
accomplish anything respectable against the 
French. Whether the Imperial mood inclined 
in the direction of a more pacific or a more 
resolwte policy, there was, however, nothing to 
show conclusively. For our own part we are 
disposed to regard this last move as a sacrifice 
of statesmen to subterfuge. China, probably, 
has not yet quite made up her mind what path 
she will tread, but by way of a preliminary 
indication that she means to take a new 
departure, and as an intimation that the 
blows which have almost annihilated her pres- 
tige would have been parried but for the in- 
competence of a group of worthless Ministers, 
she has deposed half a dozen dignitaries. The 
world will not object to this blame-shifting 
device, provided only it is followed, as we 
believe it will be followed, by a less vacillating 
and more intelligent policy. 


A ricmy -voltaic battery of great power for its 
size has been devised by M. Shirwanov, and is 
now employed to furnish the star-lights on the 
heads of the ballet of Za Farandole, Paris. It 
is superior to the accumulator hitherto used in 
yielding a more lasting current. It gives an 
ampere for one hour, and has an electro-motive 
force of 1.45 volt. Two of these cells, contained 
in ebonite cases buckled to the belt of the 
performer, keep a star-light going, and the light 
is readily controlled by the wearer. Each cell 
consists of a zinc plate bent into the form of a 
U, and holding in its inside a plate of silver, 
surrounded by chloride of silver, as in the 
ordinary De La Rue chloride of silver cell used 
by electricians for testing purposes. The zinc 
plate forms one pole of the cell and the silver 
the other. A solution of caustic potash (75 
parts potash to 100 water) is filled in, and, as a 
porous diaphragm, the chloride of silver is 
covered with parchment paper. The vessel is 
of ebonite, with a closed mouth, which, however, 
is opened when fresh liquid has to be put into 
the cell. This is necessary after every hour's 
run, and the chloride of silver has to be replaced 
after three or four hours’ of use. The cell is 
thus expensive, but this is of minor importance 
in theatrical work as compared with its small 
size and weight—100 grammes. 


Tur Fomi-uri Shimbun says that the pay of the 
lady officials (Miyokwan) of the Imperial House- 
hold has been largely increased. Hitherto it 
has been two-thirds of the pay of the male offi- 
cials, but from the beginning of this month the 
difference was abolished. If this be true, we 
congratulate the ladies of Japan on being the 
first to obtain a public recognition of equal 
rights with the stern sex. 


Accorpine to the Oficial Gazette (Kwampo), 
the numbers of foreign houses and residents in 
Yokohama up to the 31st of last December were 
as follows :—English ; 55 houses, 327 males, 112 
females, 76 boys and 80 girls; Austro-Hun- 
garian : 1 house, 4 males, 1 female, 1 boy and 2 
girls : French ; 46 houses, 66 males, 19 females, 
14 boys and ro girls: American; 120 houses, 
123 males, 58 females, 42 boys and 30 girls: 
German; number of houses unknown, 127 males, 
14 females, 8 boys and 6 girls: Swiss ; houses 
unknown, 27 males, 1 female, 2 boys and 3 
girls : Danes ; 4 houses, 17 males and 3 females : 
Portuguese ; 21 houses, 21 males and 3 females, 
7 boys and 4 girls : Dutch ; 20 houses, 18 males, 





5 females, 2 boys and 3 girls: Swedish and 
Norwegian ;^4 males and 11femalé: Belgian; 5 
houses, 5 males, 1 female, 1 boy: Italian; 9 
houses, ri males, 2 females, 1 boy and 1 gi 
Russian; 8 houses, rr males, 1 female, r boy: 
Spanish; r house, 2 males, t boy: Chinese; 
394 houses, 2,061 males, and 682 females, 347 
boys and 273 girls. Total: 684 houses, 2,824 
males, 903 females, 503 boys and 412 girls. 





A warm discussion is going on in Vienna news- 
papers in connection with the case of an officer 
recently dismissed from the army for refusing to 
fight a duel. Two young men, named Hintner 
and Morl, both lieutenants in the Reserve, and 
both attending lectures in the University of Graz, 
met last October at a railway station. Mórl made 
use of some offensive expression which Hintner 
thought was intended for himself. He asked 
Mörl if it was so, adding that if it was, or if the 
expression was repeated, he would box his ears. 
Mórl said it was intended for another person, 
and the incident ended. Four weeks later Mórl 
sent his seconds to Hintner, calling on him 
ior a written apology and withdrawal of the 
words, otherwise challenging him to fight a 
duel. Hintner refused to withdraw his words ; 
he also “refused absolutely to fight a duel, 
because it was against his religion, against 
reason and conscience, and also because duel- 
ling was forbidden both by the civil and the 
military law." Hereupon the matter was brought 
before a Court of Honour, consisting of superior 
officers of the 14th Army Corps. The decision 
of this Court was “approved” and published on 
January 12, and simply recites that “Josef 
Hintner, lieutenant in the Reserve of the Tyrolese 
Jager Regiment of the Emperor Franz-Josef” is 
charged with “absolute refusal of a duel, and 
the sentence is that the accused be deprived of 
his commission and rank.” This sentence, it 
appears, becomes forthwith operative. 


During the recent experiments made with the 
Murata rifle at Shidzuhara, Shimosa, says the 
Jiji Shimpo, some very interesting results were 
obtained. The initial distance—1200 yards— 
was increased by roo yards at every shot up to 
1700 yards. At the longest range, the bullet 
struck the target within 3 centimetres of the 
centre. When fired at an angle of 233 degrees, 
the bullet struck the earth between 3,100 and 
3,300 yards distant from the marksman, pene- 
trating into the mould to a depth of over 35 
centimetres. The force of the wind during the 
experiments was between six and seven metres. 


In a recent issue of the Colliery Guardian, 
Mr. G. G. André speaks in the following terms 
of electric light for mines:—"'I have another 
word to say on the matter of electric safety 
lamps, on which I made some remarks a few 
wecks ago. All, so far as I have observed, who 
discuss the question in this country proceed on 
the assumption that the lamps are to be fed 
from wire leads, as in the case of lighting at 
surface, I think practical men are pretty well 
agreed that the ljghting of fiery workings cannot 
be carried out in this way. Irrespective of the 
trouble attending the use of wire leads in under- 
ground workings, the dangers of rupture and 
'short circuits' rob the system of the advantage 
which the lamp itself gives it. But to combat 
this system is to fight the wind. No one, so 
far at least as my observation has extended, is 
thinking of lighting in this way. Those who 
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are occupied in this work of lighting fiery places 
provide means for generating the current within 
the lamp itself by some form of galvanic cell 
of either a primary or a secondary nature. And 
it was to those efforts that my recent remarks 
were directed. The problem is beset with dif- 

. ficulties, but there is good ground for hoping 
that a sufficiently practical solution will shortly 
be arrived at. The chief difficulty has been 
the want of hearty co-operation on the part of 
mining men." 


Tae four-hundred-and-fifticth anniversary of the 
death of the celebrated priest and artist Cho- 
densu is to be celebrated at the temple of 
Tofukuji in Kiyoto during three days, from the 
12th of May. At the last centenary, the great 
painter Maruyama Okiyo was among those who 
took part in the ceremony, presenting to the 
temple fifty pictures of sacred subjects from his 
own brush. It is stated that this example will 
be followed on the present occasion by the 
artists Kubota Beizen and Sachino Bairei, who 
have prepared thirty pictures for presentation. 
Lovers of Japanese art may look forward to a 
rare treat, as the pictorial treasures of this well 
known temple will doubtless be exhibited. We 
are somewhat puzzled to account for the method 
of reckoning adopted by the chronologists of 
Tofukuji. According to generally credited 
history, Chodensu died on the 2oth of the eighth 
month in 34th year of the era Oyei, that is to 
say, 458 years ago. It is possible, however, 
that the priests exclude the first, third and 
seventh anniversaries (Zsshuki, Sankwaiki, and 
Shichikwaiki) from the account. 


A VERY common expression is “ Not lost, but 
gone before," and yetits true source has been 
almost wholly overlooked. It has figured as an 
epitaph upon gravestones, and has been utilised 
by the poets and other writers. No doubt every- 
body is acquainted with it, and it may therefore 
be worth while to point out where it in all proba- 
bility comes from, The writer of an interesting 
article in a recent number of the Bazaar gives 
various instances of its occurrence, and con- 
cludes as follows:—''The thought is indeed a 
Christian thought, but the words are the words 
of a pagan. It was the stoic Seneca who said 
‘Not lost, but gone before;’ Non amitiuntur, 
sed premitiuntur.” No reference to any place 
in Seneca is given, and it may fairly be ques- 
tioned whether that author uses the actual words 
ascribed to him. There is in his 36th Epistle 
a remarkable sentence in which we read, 
“Death which we dread and shun interrupts life, 
does not take it away; the day will come again 
which shall restore us to the light, and which 
many would shun unless it brought back those 
who are forgotten." The meaning of this is 
not that of the Christian, and nothing else in 
Seneca, so far as we can discover, can be com- 
pared with the phrase under consideration. But 
Cyprian, the martyr, who wrote in the third 
century, supplies us with something very definite. 
In his discourse “ On Mortality,” Cyprian speaks 
in this language:—' Our brethren should not 
be bewailed when by the summons of the Lord 
they are delivered from this world: for I know 
that they are not lost but sent before (won eos 
amitti, sed premitti), that when they retire they 
precede (or, go before), so that they ought to 
be longed after as those who go on a journey or 
a voyage, and not lamented.” He adds what 
might serve as a motto forthe Funeral Reform 
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Association, “that black garments should not be 
put on here when they have already put on white 
robes there.” It will be seen at a glance that 
our common saying is almost an exact render- 
ing of the words of Cyprian, and to him we 
should not hesitate to ascribe the expression. 


Tus Judgment of Lord Coleridge in the case of 
the Duke of Vallombrosa v. the proprietors and 
publisher of. Zrz/A has naturally excited some 
comment in England. The Spectator takes a 
very decided, and, we can not help thinking, a 
somewhat peculiar, line in its criticism. It sums 
up the judgment thus :—“ In the first place, it 
was held that the fact of the Duke of Vallom- 
brosa being a. non-resident foreigner was, if not 
an absolutely conclusive answer, yet a very 
strong argument against his right to take criminal 
proceedings in England. The technical reason 
for this, that there is no ground in such a case 
for apprehending a breach of the peace, conceals 
the more solid and substantial ground that no 
appreciable injury has been done. But the chief 
points settled in the case were that to say things 
against the dead is not libellous, and that, as a 
tule, the special remedy by information is not 
open to a private individual, nor indeed to a 
public person unless he is libelled as such.” The 
Lord Chief Justice, then, has decided that the 
dead can not be legally defended against abuse, 
or the living against the effects of obloquy 
heaped upon their buried relatives. The 
Spectator contends that if abuse of a man’s 
ancestors were recognised as giving him “ good 
cause for breaking the peace or prosecuting the 
writer for libel, there would be no end to libel 
actions.” What course, then, is a man to pursue 
under such circumstances? Suppose that he 
hears his" dead mother openly accused of im- 
morality and his father oí fraud, is he to fold 
hishands and let the tongue of slander wag 
without restraint? Even among the most bar- 
barous peoples of the universe there is nothing 
held more sacred than a parents memory, yet 
we are now assured, on the highest authority, 
that insults offered to that memory are beyond 
the reach of redress. The libeller may neither 
be chastised nor cited before the public tribunals. 
So long as this principle obtains, it is well that 
trial by jury should be perpetuated. Juries 
judge by sentiment, not by law. American 
juries have decided that when a mans wife is 
seduced, he is justified in losing his temper to 
the extent of shooting the seducer. English 
juries have not yet gone so far as that, but we 
suspect and hope that it would be very hard to 
find twelve jurors in the United Kingdom 
capable of condemning a man to fine or imprison- 
ment for thrashing the traducer of his mother's 
fair fame, especially since the Chief Justices’ 
Court has ruled that the law can not interfere to 
punish the traducer. 
* Y * 

Commenting on the libel case which elicited 
the strange dictum that to abuse the dead 
in not libellous, the Spectator says :— The 
sensitiveness of people to things said in the 
newspapers, even in newspapers which no one 
reads or regards, * * * tends to become 
a public nuisance. The papers which live on 
libel would find their trade a poor onc if there 
were fewer prosecutions for libel.” It is pleasant 
to see how thoroughly this principle is recognised 
by Japanese officials and private persons alike. 
There is an English journal in this country 





which lives by libelling the people of Japan, 





their Ministers, and their institutions, Yet not 
only does the Government treat its utterances 
with silent contempt, but even the vernacular 
prints preserve towards it an attitude of com- 
plete indifference, In this matter the Japanese 
show excellent judgment. They may confidently 
trust their defence to public opinion, which will 
sooner or later recognise that not Japanese, but 
English, reputation suffers by these displays of 
wanton malignity. 


Tue natives of the Chiloe Islands make use of 
a curious natural barometer, to which, from its 
having been first noticed by the captain of an 
Italian corvette, the name “ Barometro Arau- 
cano" has been given. This novel weather 
guide was described at a recent meeting of the 
Linnean Society of New South Wales, as the 
shell of a crab, one of the Anomura, probably 
of the genus Zithodes. It is peculiarly sensitive 
to atmospheric changes, and is nearly white in 
dry weather, but exhibits small red spots on the 
approach of moisture, and becomes completely 
red in the rainy season. 








Tue writer of “Notes on News” in a recent 
Sportsman relates the following curious match 
against time :—A pleasant little match against 
time was brought off at Heckmondwick a few 
days ago. This charming town, it should be 
known, possesses a champion shaver, whose 
prowess has been often extolled, if not in poetry, 
at least in prose. Some time since a man 
offered to back the lightning shaver for money 
to shave sixty persons within the space of an 
hour. The challenge was accepted and a time 
and place appointed. On one hand it was laid 
down as a condition that the shaving should be 
clean, and on the other that the barber should 
have the privilege of selecting the individuals to 
be operated upon. Another barber was chosen 
as umpire, and the sixty people to be scraped 
duly selected. At the appointed hour the 
contest commenced, the operator having the 
full knowledge that for every case in which he 
drew blood he would have to shave another man. 
Two latherers went in front bedaubing the row 
of faces with suds; the razors, a dozen or so in 
number, all ready stropped, lay at hand. As 
the clock struck the starting hour the razor flew 
around the head of the first subject like a suc- 
cession of flashes of lightning, and his face was 
clean as a baby’s arm, number two following in 
quick succession, the referee passing his hand 
over the skin where the work had been done to 
find out whether the stubble had all been re- 
moved. In ten minutes the barber had cleared 
the superfluous hair from fourteen faces. In 
twenty minutes nine-and-twenty subjects had 
been operated upon, and still the razor rested not. 
Stiff, black stubble, and light sandy fluff, rich 
brown roots just showing above the soil, and grey 
spikes of mature age, all fell before the relent- 
less razor as it swished up and down, back and 
front, and round about. In forty-two minutes 
the specified sixty had been shaved, but the 
lightning shaver thirsted for more. He must 
scrape or burst. Young and old, tall and short, 
thick and thin were hauled in, lathered and 
shaved until the hour struck, and then, and then 
only, the demon shaver ceased from his labours 
and “took along pull at a foaming pot.” He had 
shaved eight-four persons! This man should 
come to London. In company with a barber 
who trims our own broad cheeks at odd intervals 
he would make a fortune in a few weeks. The 
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pair would shave their way through the Strand, 
taking all comers nearly as quickly as the trains 
on some of our southern lines travel. 





Tue Osaka correspondent of the Choya Shim- 
bun writes as follows :— The cold weather has 
been unusually severe and of Jong duration, so 
much so that the water was fast frozen in the 
tanks up to a few days ago. The tea plants 
throughout Yamato have suffered greatly, and the 
planters predict an unusually scanty harvest. 
As the young leaves cannot be picked, the retail 
salesmen are clinging to last season's teas in 
order to cause arise in the quotations. Political 
lectures, social gatherings, and fencing, which 
were all the fashion during the winter months, 
have gone out of vogue, their place being taken 
by vocal and instrumental concerts. No one, 
be he an official or the meanest workman, can 
hope to enter within the precincts of the society 
of his class unless he plays the shakuhachi (a 
sort of flute).” This latter clause reminds one of 
the manner in which *' Clarence Linden” i 
troduced to the “Duke of Haverfield” in Bulwer 
Lytton's “The Disowned "—‘“ Most delightful 
young man, Your Grace, and plays the flute.” 





Here is a very singular illustration of the optica: 
delusion which a change of position will some- 
timeseffect. Take arowof ordinary capital letters 
and figures :— 
SSSSSSSSXXXXXXXX88888888. 
They are such as are made up of two parts of 
equal shapes. Look carefully at these, and you 
will perceive that the upper halves of the cha- 
racters are a very little smaller than the lower 
halves—so little that an ordinary eye declares 
them to be of an equal size. Now turn the paper 
upside down, and, without any careful looking, 
you will see that this difference in size is very 
much exaggerated ; that the real top half of the 
letter is very much smaller than the bottom half. 
It will be seen from this that there is a tendency 
in the eye to enlarge the upper part of any 
object upon which it looks. 
Some very successful experiments in communicat- 
ing over long distances by telephone have been 
made by the officials of the electric telegraph 
department at Port Elizabeth. The first experi- 
ment, says the Colonies and India, was made 
between Port Elizabeth and Graham's Town, 
when the sound was freely transmitted along the 
line, alively conversationbeingcarriedon. Songs 
sung were also distinctly heard at the other end. 
The Fort Beaufort line was then connected, and 
an extension made v/4 Humansdorp, giving a 
total length of communication of over 400 miles, 
through which the sound travelled with astonish- 
ing cleamess. It is probable that an attempt 
will shortly be made to communicate with Cape 
Town by the telephone. If this can be done it 
will prove a great boon.—Zlecirician. 





Says the Bukka Shimpo:—The public have by 
this time evidently become aware of the nutri- 
tion in beef and milk, for the consumption of 
these victuals has greatly increased of late, and 
pastures and butcheries have sprung up all over 
the country. Beef, however, differs in point of 
flavour and nutritive qualities in various districts; 
and so, too, does milk. Imported cattle generally 
yield a great quantity of rich milk, but their 
meat is poor, while the “Kobe” beef (a term 
applied to the cattle of Tango, Tajima, Harima, 
and Bizen) is well-flavoured, although the cows 
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give but a scanty supply of the lacteal fluid. 
Several live-stock owners have raised a cross- 
breed between the Oshiu and imported cattle, 
but these half-breds are invariably inferior to the 
native oxen. The Kobe cattle are worth 10 yen 
a head on an average, while those from Oshiu 
rarely bring more than 5 yen; it is not impro- 
bable that judicious interbreeding between Kobe 
and imported cattle would be attended with very 
favourable results. At present, 13,000 head 
are annually consumed in the capital. 
Tue Ferri Shimbun states that it is the inten- 
tion of the Government to dispense with the 
services of all the foreigners employed through- 
out the country in connection with mining in- 
dustries, and to replace them by Japanese. 
That this would only be consistent with the 
policy pursued during the five years ending 1881, 
will be evident from the following tables :— 


NUMBER or FOREIGNERS IN Government EMPLOY. 











a87. a878. 1879. 1880. 1881, 
Englishmen... 204 o 180 atja sot 8r 
Americans a " 37 9 2 
Russians .. 1 5 4 4 1 
Dutchmen 7 s 10 7 5 
French 64 40 5 15 10 
Portuguese 3 2 2 1 o 
Germans . 25 33i spo uet E 
Swiss... 2 1 1 2 2 
Belgians . o o o o 1 
Italians... 5 6 6 7 6 
Danes 1 1 o o o 
Austrians 4 2 3 4 3 
Chinese 7 13 8 7 3 
West-In 1 1 1 o o 
Malays 4 3 3 2 2 

Totals iu. 381 1.326... 262, 236... 167 


Sums YEARLY EXPENDED IN SALARIES AND MISCEL- 
LANEOUS PAYMENTS TO FOREIGN EMPLOYÉS. 








1877... 2s $975,612 | 1880.. 603,700 
1873... «863,88 | 1881... $546,598 
1879... 7379544 





It is interesting to observe that the reductions 
were greatest in the cases of Frenchmen and 
Englishmen, and least in the case of Germans. 
Home papers received by the last mail announce 
that Mr. Buckle, who has for the last two years 
been sub-editor to Mr. Chenery, has been ap- 
pointed his successor. Mr. Buckle, was called 
to the Bar at Lincoln's Inn in 1880, and was 
educated at Winchester and Oxford. His father 
is the Rev. Prebendary Buckle, of Weston- 
super-Mare. The number of people who have 
been disappointed over this appointment is said 
to have been amusingly large. 


A weber of the House of Commons experienced 
a curious and at first very startling surprise, says 
a home paper, at St. Stephen's one day last 
week. He had got down to the House very 
early, about a quarter past three, long before 
business begins, in order to consult some work 
in the library. Being on the spot, he thought 
he might as well go into the Chamber and secure 
his seat at once. What was his surprise on 
passing the threshold of the deserted room to 
see the Speaker actually sitting in the Chair. He 
paused for a moment in bewilderment and rub- 
bed his eyes. Could he be dreaming, or was 
it some trick of vision? No. There the Speaker 
undoubtedly was, sitting with even more than 
usual solemnity and rigidity, calmly watching 
over an absolutclyempty Chamber. What could 
be the meaning of this, the puzzled member 
asked himself. Was there a morning sitting? 
No, it was not Wednesday, and there had been 
no special summons of any kind, so it couldn't 
be that. Cautiously, almost timorously, he ap- 
proached the table. The Speaker made no 





movement, but continued to gaze stonily before 
him. A terrible thought flashed across the 





member's mind. Could regret at the loss of the 
speakership have unhinged Sir Henry Brand’s 
mind, and have thus led him to assume his duties 
long before the appointed time. Full of fear, 
the member almost fled out of the House, and 
hurriedly inquired of one of the officials why 
Mr. Speaker had chosen to take his seat thus 
early. ‘Why, sir," the official replied, “he's 
having his photograph taken in official robes. 
The photographer is in one of the upper galleries.” 


Navar officers, scientific men, and others are 
interested in a terrible gun, invented by a Mr. 
Mifin, which is intended to throw dynamite. It 
is twenty-eight feet long, and the diameter of the 
bore is four inches. "There will be an air com- 
presser attached to it, which is now in process of 
construction with the gunat Norwalk. It would 
not do to use powder as a propelling power, for 
its sudden action would explode the dynamite 
cartridge at the start, and blow the gun to atoms. 
Compressed air, at a pressure of about 300 
pounds to the square inch, will take the place of 
powder, and the gun is expected to throw a 
three-pound cartridge a distance of two miles. 
If the gun is a success, others of a size sufficient 
to throw 100 pounds of dynamite ten miles will 
be constructed. The gun, loaded with sand, is 
to be tested at an early day.— Washington Post. 


A very good house patronized the second con- 
cert of the Lynch Family Bellringers on Wednes- 
day evening, and applauded their efforts most 
heartily. The bellringing was asfexcellent and 
enjoyable as ever, while some of the numbers on 
the programme were still finer than before. The 
“Varsovienne” was especially melodious, and 
equally pretty were “Send me a Letter from 
Home,” “ Nancy Lee," and “ The Last Rose of 
Summer." Mr. W. Lynch's potpourri on the 
Clock Bells was a marvel of dexterity, but the ring 
of these bells is not nearly so soft and sweet as 
that of the others. Mr. Farron was in better form 
than on Monday evening, and again brought the 
house down by his Irish impersonations; his 
comic interludes are in the happiest vein of 
broad humour, and never fail to provoke merri- 
ment. - The “ Sailor's Hornpipe " was very grace- 
fully danced by Mr. W. Lynch, who is one of 
the best dancers we have yet seen. Unfortu- 
nately for the enjoyment of the audience, some 
inebriated person near the entrance kept up an 
audible accompaniment to, and running criticism 
of, the entertainment, much to the disgust of 
his neighbours. It seems rather a pity that such 
customers are not excluded wi ef armis. A 
matinée concert will be given on Saturday after- 
noon, for which a special programme has been 
arranged, and a third “Drawing Room Con- 
cert" takes place on Monday evening next. 





Tue Douglas Steamship Co.'s steamer Fokien 
(says the Hongkong Daily Press of the gth 
inst.), which arrived from the Coast Ports yester- 
day, brings news that the Italian corvette 
Cristoforo Colombo had been ashore. The 
following is the Fokien's report:—* Nearing 
Amoy on Saturday, sth, at noon, in thick, foggy 
weather, fell in with an Italian man-of-war's 
boatand crew, bearing tidings that an Italian 
man-of-war had gone ashore somewhere in that 
vicinity about 6 a.m. Arrived at Amoy, duly 
reported the same, and at once proceeded to 
her assistance. The facts showed that the 





Italian corvette Cristoforo Colombo, Captain 
Accinni, from Hongkong to Amoy, had grounded 
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on the Quemoy Bank at high water in a 
fog. As the evening tide made, and she failed 
to move with her engines going full speed, pre- 
parations were started to lighten her, the Fokien, 
at the Italian Commander's wish, going into 
Amoy forlighters. However, the flood tide in 
‘the morning canted the ship a little, and by 
again applying full pressure cf steam to her en- 
gines, she glided off into ten fathoms of water 
without other assistance. The Cris/oforo Co- 
lombo steamed into Amoy and anchored at 7 p.m. 
(Sunday), having apparently sustained little or 
no injury. It is worthy of remark that the 
German corvette Syosch, Captain Von Nostitz, 
left Amoy with the intention of rendering as- 
sistance, but owing to the thickness of the fog, 
she had made but little progress toward the 
scene when news reached her that the Italian 
was afloat again and proceeding." 


Tue Official Gazeite publishes the following 
telegram from Peking, dated the roth inst. :—An 
Imperial Decree has been issued to the Privy 
Council, ordering this body to manage the affairs 
of the Empire, in concert with PrinceShun, during. 
the minority of the reigning Emperor. Another 
despatch, dated the rith inst., states that Lün 
Shü has been temporarily appointed Keeper of 
ihe Great Seal of the T'sung-li Yamén. 


Ir is stated that the two vessels of war now in 
course of construction in England, to the order 
of the Japanese Government, are to be called the 
Naniwa Kan and the Takachtho Kan. 


A TEMPERANCE meeting was held at the Seamen's 
Mission on Tuesday, and was largely attended 
by the Good Templars of H.M.S. Sapphire, by 
whom songs and recitations were given. Mrs. 
Austin played the accompaniment and sung. 
The meeting was addressed in a most eloquent 
manner by the Rev. Mr. Bennett, and addresses 
were also delivered by Messrs. Hodnett, Austin, 
and Elmer, which brought a most agreeable 
meeting to a close. 


Wz learn from a vernacular journal that the first 
parcel of new tea reached Nakajimaya in Yoko- 
hama, from Shidzuoka, on the 8th instant, and 
‘was immediately sold to No. 20 at the rate of 
8 yen per catty. The newspaper which tells 
this story adds that this means 800 yen per 
picul, an “immense price, but then there is no 
limit to what people will pay for Aafsu-mono (the 
first of anything).” 


A coop story is told of the late Bishop of Win- 
chester. Staying once in a country house, he 
retired to his room to write letters. When he 
had finished he rang his bell to see about their 
transmission to the post. A little serving-maid 
appeared, who had been specially drilled always 
to address the right reverend guest as “my lord,” 
and was rather flustered accordingly. To his 
lordship making particular inquiries who was to 
be intrusted with his letters, she accordingly, 
dropping a timid curtsy, made answer, “The 
lord, my boy!” 


Tre Hongkong Daily Press of the gth inst., 
thus refers to the departure from that Colony of 
H.LM.'s Minister to Great Britain:—His Ex- 
cellency Mori Arinori, Japanese Ambassador to 
London, with Mrs. Mori left here for Japan by the 
M.M. steamer Volga yesterday. His Excellency 
had been the guest of the Governor, and at about 
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eleven o'clock he drove down to the Murray Pier 
with Mrs. Mori in Sir George Bowen's carriage, 
accompanied by Lieut. Lewis, A.D.C. A guard 
of honour of 5o men of the Buffs, with the band 
of the regiment, were drawn up on the Cricket 
Ground, and saluted as His Excellency passed 
them, and salutes were fired by the shore battery 
and by H.M.S. Audacious. 


As was but natural, Baker Pasha met with an 
enthusiastic reception from his old regiment, the 
roth Hussars, on its arrival at Suakim, his 
former connection with the Prince of Wales's 
Own, dating back to the days when he joined it 
as a captain from the 12th Lancers, not having 
been forgotten. Valentine Baker must have 
been deeply affected by this ready recognition of 
one who was in his time one of the most popular 
and efficient cavalry colonels in her Majesty's 
Service. His many friends are again asking, 
Is a sin once committed never to be condoned ? 
Apropos of the arrival of the British reinforce- 
ments at Suakim, what has led the usually 
accurate special correspondent of the Daily 
News to suppose that the “ Royal Irish Fusiliers 
are already known for their service in South 
Africa”? The regiment has not been there in 
the memory of any of its officers, and has not 
been under fire for close upon twenty-five years. 
ate 

Colonel Burnaby, who is with our expedi- 
tionary forces in Upper Egypt, can claim an 
old acquaintance with Suakim, as he was there 
in 1874 with the late Mr. J. F. Russell, and 
proceeded thence to Khartoum in search of 
adventure, and with an eye to the shooting of 
lions, hippos, and such like fere za/ure. As 
some surprise has been expressed at Colonel 
Burnaby's presence in the field with Baker Pasha, 
we may mention that he is on leave of absence 
from his regiment, and is thus enabled to fill 
four such widely different appointments as Lieut.- 
Colonel Commanding the Blues, Silver Stick-ii 
Waiting, special correspondent of the Morning 
Post, and acting commandant of a levy of raw 
Soudanese and Egyptian troops. Stll—how 
does he do it?— Whitehall Review. 











A xxETING of the Alpha Lodge I.0.G.T. took 
placeon Wednesday, and was well attended, when 
one of the ladies present favored the audience 
with two songs, very nicely rendered. The audi- 
ence was delighted with readings and recitations 
of members of the crew of H.M.S. Sapphire. 
After this the Rev. Mr. Smith delivered one of his 
popular addresses on temperance, the reverend 
gentleman being followed by Messrs. Hodnett 
and Bunting with a few well-timed remarks. 


Irissaid that since watches and chains came 
into vogue the pickpockets of Tokiyo have 
developed remarkable skill. They succeded in 
relieving no less than 173 persons of their time- 
keepers during the course of last month. 


Tue Osaka Garrison went through a series of 
very interesting manœuvres at Umeta on the 
roth instant, A railway which had been tem- 
porarily constructed for the purpose was des- 
troyed by the troops in fine form, the rails being 
torn up and the sleepers demolished. The 
work of destruction occupied two hours, and was 
intended to demonstrate the manner of wrecking 
the track of a hostile force —Fijé Shimpo. 





Tue Oficial Gazette publishes the following tele- 
gram from Peking, dated the 14th inst. :—Kwan 


UNIVER 


URB/ 


has been appointed President of the T'sung-li 
Yamén, and Sü Ji-shien (Superintendent of 
Education) is gazetted Vice-President. 





Tue Hongkong Daily Press of the 8th instant 
says :—His Excellency Mori Arinori, Japanese 
Ambassador to England, who with Mrs. Mori 
arrived here on Sunday in the M.M. steamer 
Y'angtsé, on his way home to Japan, was yester- 
day the guest of the Governor. 





Tue official opening of the railway from Tokiyo 
to Takasaki is now definitely fixed for the 1st 
proximo. The train conveying the distinguished 
personages by whom the ceremony is to be 
performed will, we believe, start from Uyeno at 
7.30 a.m. and reach Takasaki at 10.30, return- 
ing in the afternoon. 


Tue work of constructing a race course around 
Lake Shinobadzu, Uyeno, is rapidly progressing. 
A large number of labourers are employed in 
filling up the lake, the water of which was nearly 
entirely drawn off by cutting through the em- 
bankment opposite to the Riukan Bashi, whence 
it was carried through a ditch leading to Shami- 
sen-bori, Asakusa. The course is expected to 
be completed in time for the Spring Meeting of 
the Union Race Club. 





A scHooL, known as the Zokiyo Fulsu-go Gakko, 
has been established at Kanda, under the aus- 
pices of several members of the Société de la 
Langue Francaise de Tokiyo. The institution 
gives every promise of being very successful. 





IT is stated that the antiquities in the Yusho- 
kwan at the shrine of Yasukuni-jinja, Kudan, 
which have hitherto been open for public inspec- 
tion on Sundays only, will in future be shown to 
visitors on Wednesdays also. 


His ExceLLENCY Mort, Representative of Japan 
at the Court of St. James's, reached Tokiyo on 
the 14th inst., having returned to Japan on leave 
of absence. 


Tue telegraph line between Yokohama and Yoko- 
suka isin process of extension to Uraga, and 
a station will be opened at the latter place very 
shortly. 


We are informed that the P. & O. steamship 
Thibet left Nagasaki yesterday afternoon at 3 
o'clock for this Port, z/4 Hiogo, and that the 
Company's steamer Kashgar left the same port 
for Hongkong at 10 a.m. on Thursday. 

Tue British bark Velocity is chartered to load 
sugar atTakaofor this port, thence to Newchwang, 
and there to load for Hongkong. 


Tue German bark Wilhelm Homeyer is char- 
tered to load at Newchwang for Hongkong or 
Whampao. | 





Tue German brig Minerva sailed for Takao on 
the r2th inst., where she loads sugar for this port. 
Tur German bark Orient is chartered to load 
at Chefoo for Amoy, and sailed on Tuesday. 


Tur British bark Glenury is fixed to load coals 
at Nagasaki for Taku. 





Tue Pacific Mail steamship City of Tokio left 
San Francisco on the 12th inst, 
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THE END OF A CHAPTER OF 
JAPANESE HISTORY. 
pe MEET dk 

T has always beenthe desire of Japanese 

and foreigners alike to consign to obli- 
vion the assassination which took place at 
Namamugi, on the Tokaido, nearly twenty- 
two years ago, and which ultimately in- 
volved the loss of many innocent lives at 
the bombardment of Kagoshima.! Now 
that we are in a position to review calmly 
and by the light of larger knowledge the 
story of Japan’s early intercourse with 
Western nations, we can see that not a 
few of the outrages then attributed to 
wanton ferocity and lust for blood, had 
their real origin in a spirit which, however 
mistaken, was certainly patriotic. The 
Namamugi affair, too, was attended by 
this special circumstance, that, at the time 
of the assault, the sufferers were unwittingly 
violating a sumptuary law hitherto in- 
variably enforced against Japanese them- 
selves with the utmost rigour. To walk or 
ride across or beside the procession of a 
Daimiyo was an unpardonable offence, and 
had often been punished by immediate 
death. Of this, however, the party which 
set out to ride from Kanagawa to Kawa- 
saki on the afternoon of September 14th, 
1862, knew nothing. Proceeding in couples, 
a lady and gentleman in front, and two 
gentlemen behind, they became entangled 
among the armed escort of a Daimiyo 
travelling southward, and when, warned in 
part by the menacing looks, in part by the 
gestures of the Japanese soldiers, they 
would have turned back, swords were 
suddenly drawn and wounds inflicted of 
which one proved mortal. To what extent 
this cruel deed was prompted by a hatred 
of foreigners, we shall probably never 
know. One thing is certain ; namely, that 
the chief whose retainers committed the 
crime was the head and front of the com- 
bination against the ToKUGAWA Sho- 
gunate, and that among the weapons em- 
ployed by that combination none was 
counted more serviceable than an attitude 
of opposition to foreign barbarians. Japa- 
nese, speaking frankly of the events of 
those days, assert that probably half of 
the anti-foreign agitation was instigated 
by a desire to involve the Yedo Govern- 
ment in difficulties which might hasten 
its overthrow. While, therefore, there is 
no evidence whatsoever to show that the 
Namamugi outrage was either ordered or 
approved by the leaders of the cortége, 
there is fair reason to assume that the men 
who actually perpetrated the deed believed 
they were acting in accordance with the 
policy of their party. Of their fierce hos- 
tility to foreigners, whether from political of 
patriotic motives, there can be very little 
doubt. 


wounds they inflicted on the body of the 
dying man when they found him lying on 
¥In addition to the losses on the English side, 1,500 


Japanese were killed or wounded and property of the 
nated value of a million sterling was destecyed? °° St 
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If any proof of this were wanting, | 
it would have been furnished by the terrible | 





the Tokaido half a mile beyond the place 
where he was first struck. 


This unhappy page of history has long 
ago ceased to find any apologists in Japan. 
Whether RICHARDSON met his death be- 
cause he was a foreigner, or because he 
inadvertently violated an uncivilized usage 
barbarously enforced, the disgrace remains 
equally heavy. One thing only could in 
part efface it, namely, its hearty condem- 
nation by the country whose annals it dis- 
figures. That condemnation has been 
unequivocally pronounced, not by any 
definite expression of public opinion, but 
by the far more trustworthy evidences of 
national regeneration with which the re- 
cords of the past fifteen years abound. To 
such evidences, too, must now be added an 
episode of singular significance—an episode 
which, to our thinking, bears wonderful 
witness to the change which has come over 
the spirit of this nation. 





In addition to an indemnity? and apology 
exacted from the SHOGUN'S Government, 
it was resolved that direct steps should be 
taken to force the Prince of SATSUMA 
to arrest RICHARDSON'S murderers, and 
to pay a sum of $100,000 by way of com- 
pensation to the dead man's relatives as 
well as to the wounded survivors. Seven 
British ships of war were despatched upon 
thisservice. The results of their operations 
were that three steamers, five large Riukiu 
junks, an extensive arsenal, the greater part 
of the town of Kagoshima, and all the bat- 
teries of Satsuma, were destroyed, while 
about 1,500Japanese were killed or wounded. 
These terrible effects were produced in a 
bombardment lasting only a few hours, 
and, as a not unnatural consequence, the 
clansmen of the great Southern Daimiyo 
concluded, then and there, that their 
strength was quite inadequate to cope with 
that of European nations. It is not neces- 
sary for our present purpose to enter into 
the details of this now celebrated Kago- 
shima expedition, or to note the grave 
faults unquestionably committed on the 
English, as well as the Japanese, side. The 
issue is all we have to deal with, and that, 
as we have said, was the final abandonment 
of anti-foreign designs by the Satsuma 
clan. To the Namamugi outrage are, there- 
fore, attributed by thinking Japanese the 
first great blow struck at their country's 
seclusion, and the initial impulse which 
has since been followed by such remarkable 
and salutary reforms. 

The episode to which we allude is the out 
come of this radically altered mood. It is the 
erection of a monument to RICHARDSON'S 
| memory, not by any party of politicians or 
progressionists, but by the farmer to whom 
the land belongs. | RICHARDSON, a man 
of herculean frame, managed to keep his 
saddle for some time though he had re- 
iveda wound which nearly cut him in two. 
| Ultimately, falling to the ground, he strug- 
gled to a well by the road-side, and there, 








our hundred thousand dollars, 


gle 


a few minutes afterwards, received the 
blows which ended his life. About this 
well a mound has now been built, and on 
the top a monument raised, bearing the 
following inscription :— 
In memory of 
C. D. RICHARDSON, 
An Englishman, who lost his life at this spot, 
September 14th, 1862. 
This monument is erected by the proprietor of 
the land, 
Kurokawa Sozo, 
At whose request the following epitaph was 
composed by 
Keiu Nakamura Masanao, 
December, 1883 :— 


TRUM > Wb w 
mS Wm 
qub hata e 
mE ANM 
BÉ xbu m 
Su a E GE 
LEITET 
38 EEG ESM 


E: 
E: 


* Shed by this sea-shore, the blood of a stranger 

« Flowed in a fountain of national progress. 

* Strong clans uprising, the hands of the Emperor 

« Swayed once again the sceptre of Sovereignty ; 

“ And towards reform the mind of the nation 

«Turning, awoke to the rights of the people. 

“ Who in the homes of the dead or the living 

“ Knows not this brave man? His name shall be 
written 

“t Wherever the pages of history are open. 

** I, on this stone his story recording, 

"Pray that the thoughts of the blessings he 
brought us 

** May gladden his heart in the land of the shades." 


The language of this epitaph speaks for 
itself. It necessarily loses much in transla- 
tion, but the thoughts that inspired the 
writer cannot be robbed of their earnest- 
nessand beauty. A brighter obverse could 
Scarcely have been conceived for so dark 
a page of history, and while we greet this 
monument under the pine-trees at Nama- 
mugi as a silent yet eloquent witness that 
Japan has completely emerged into the 
light of a better civilization, we may be 
permitted to express a hope that her 
liberal mood will be educated, not discour- 
aged, by the treatment she receives at the 
hands of her foreign friends. - 








THE NEW BUREAU. 
pet 

HE formation of the Seído-£ori-shirabe- 

iyoku, or Bureauof Constitutional Re- 
form, and the appointment of His Excellency 
ITO to preside over it, have not attracted 
much attention among foreigners, pro- 
bably because accurate information with 
regard to the functions of the new office, or 
the peculiar relation in whichit is stands to 
His Majesty the EMPEROR, is not accessible, 
Ever since the promulgation of the cele- 
brated edict of October, 1881, and more 
especially since Mr. ITO'S return from 
Europe, it has been expected that some 
definite step would be taken to pave the 
way for the political changes promised in 
the twenty-third year of Meiji (1890). At 
first sight, it seems an exaggeration to say 
that the interval still remaining before the 
convention of the National Assembly is 
‘not at all too long for the necessary pre- 
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parations; yet when the nature of those 
preparations is considered minutely, the 
possibility of accomplishing them thoroughly 
in six years begins to look doubtful. We 
may, however, presume that the scheme 
to be pursued has been outlined already 
with tolerable accuracy, and that the work 
offilling in the details will now proceed 
with vigour. But beyond presumption the 
public is not permitted to go. So little is 
known that, with the exception of the 
Nicht Nicht Shimbun, whose article we 
translate to-day, the Tokiyo journals have 
refrained from comment on the new Bureau, 
as well as on the dual nature of its Presi- 
dent’s functions. Students of Japanese 
history will not be surprised at the excep- 
tional steps taken to associate the EMPEROR 
with every stage of the preparations for a 
Constitution. So far back as we have any 
trustworthy information, it has been the 
custom in Japan to regard as an act of 
rebellion every political change not accom- 
panied, in fact or appearance, by Imperial 
sanction ; and if the new Constitution is to 
secure the loyal assent of the nation, there 
can be no better place to arrange its 
preliminaries than within the precincts of 
the Palace. To persons not familiar with 
the inner workings of Japanese institutions 
this reason will scarcely seem sufficient for 
the additional office conferred on His Ex- 
cellency ITO. As our Tokiyo contemporary 
points out, the Household Department had 
hitherto remained untouched by any of the 
changes introduced since the Reformation. 
Its Minister had always been a noble of 
Imperial blood, and whether the policy of 
combining or separating Departmental and 
Legislative functions was in vogue, his 
office continued independent and unassoci- 
ated. People had thus learned to think 
that the affairs of the Palace and the 
business of managing them, were some- 
thing outside the pale of official inter- 
ference, and no small astonishment was 
expressed when, simultaneously with the 
establishment of the new Bureau, its Pre- 
sident was gazetted to the place previously 
held by His Excellency Toxupatj1. The 
probable explanation is, that in electing to 
adopt the leading features of the German 
Constitution, Japanese reformers have re- 
cognised the necessity of creating some 
machinery for the exercise of that autocratic 
authority which is still a prominent feature 
of the great European Empire, and which 
appears naturally adapted to the Govern- 
mental traditions of this country. In 
pursuance of such a project, the first step 
which suggests itself is to extend the 
sphere of the Household Department's 
functions, to make it, in fact, an active part 
of the Administration, not a mere office of 
ceremonies. This; we are disposed to 
think, and not the mere accessibility of the 
EMPEROR, is at the root of the nomination 
which has excited so much 
Japanese circles. 

Other reflections will not fail to occur 
to foreign observers in connection with 
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this new appointment. It is now just 
twenty years since the news of the violent 
closure of the Straits of Shimonoseki 
by the Prince of NAGATO reached the 
ears of five Japanese youths who were 
studyingin England. Themselves retainers 
of this warlike chieftain, they had made 
their way to Europe with no little trouble 
and risk,—some (of whom the present 
Minister for Foreign Affairs is one) actually 
working before the mast as common sailors, 
—not in pursuit of peaceful erudition like 
students of the present day, but, if possible, 
to acquire such a knowledge of Western 
military science as might avail to expel 
from their country visitors whose advent 
they had been taught to consider fatal to 
the nation’s happiness and independence. 
A very brief contact with European 
civilization, as seen in London and other 
great cities, effectually opened their eyes 
to the errors of their traditional creed, and 
when intelligence reached them that their 
own clan had actually drawn the sword 
against foreigners, the two most active 
spirits of the five lost not a moment in re- 
turning to Japan, resolved that, so farat least 
as they were concerned, no effort should 
be spared to divert their country’s policy 
into wiser and more enlightened grooves. 
On reaching Yokohama they found a large 
squadron of English, French, and Dutch 
ships assembled, and learned that the guns 
of these vessels would shortly be turned 
against their own clansmen. Immediately 
they placed themselves in communication 
with the British Representative, and offered 
to proceed to Nagato as his envoys, be- 
lieving that what they had to tell their 
chief of European civilization would have 
more effect than the arguments of twenty 
fleets. They knew well the nature of the 
perils that awaited any envoys visiting 
CHOSHIU on such an errand. Even the 
Foreign Representatives understood the 
situation sufficiently to warn the British 
Admiral that he must “ allow for obstacles 
and causes of delay, since it was impossible 
to doubt that there were collected in 
CHOSHIU’s territories many Ronin who 
might make short work of any messengers 
of peace.” The two youths were carried 
totheirdestinationin H.M.S. Barossa. The 
Nagato clansmen, persuaded that they were 
acting in accordance with the EMPEROR’S 
wishes, refused to abandon their hostile 
attitude, but asked for three months' delay 
to communicate with Kiyoto. This was 
refused, and the bombardment of Shimono- 
seki took place shortly afterwards, not, 
however, before one of the young envoys, 
Mr. INOUYE, had been waylaid and almost 
cut to pieces by those of his clansmen who 
believed that every advocate of foreign 
intercourse was a traitor to Japan. The 
other, Mr. Iro, who remained for many 
weeks disguised in the house of a foreign 
official, escaped a similar fate with infinite 
difficulty. That these two youths, of com- 
paratively insignificant social position, who 
were not only the first Japanese openly to 
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tisk their lives in the cause of foreign 
intercourse, but also first to recommend 
the course afterwards followed with so 
much success—the opening of treaty rela- 
tions directly with the MIKADO—that these 
two youths, we say, have since then risen, 
little by little, to the highest positions of 
State, and continued, through evil report 
and good report, to direct the policy of 
this country, is, to our thinking, the best 
possible guarantee of the sincerity and 
earnestness of Japanese progress. As Mini- 
ster of the Household Department and 
President of the Bureau charged with the 
compilation of the Constitution, His Ex- 
cellency ITO has virtual control of the 
internal administration of his country; 
while, as Minister of Foreign Affairs at a 
time when the hopes of a great part of the 
nation are centered upon the recovery of 
Japan's independent status, His Excellency 
INOUYE occupies a position of no less trust 
and responsibility. Fortune certainly had 
wonderful things in store for the two 
students who sailed from Yokohama in the 
Barossa on the morning of the atst of 
July, 1864. 








AN ECHO OF A CONSUL-GENE- 
RAL’S SPEECH. 
SAAE eee 

NE of the pleasures we enjoy in Japan 

is that long after our controversies 

have ceased to disturb us, their echoes come 
back from abroad freed from much of the 
caloric and fervour of the original tumult. 
It will be remembered that, at the end of 
last year, the Consul-General for Denmark, 
Mr. E. DE BAVIER, when proposing the 
health of the President of the Yokohama 
Judicial Courts at a dinner given by the 
latter to the Foreign Consuls, paid some 
compliments to the new Japanese Codes 
as well as as to the promise of effi- 
ciency given by the judiciary. His speech 
created quite a sensation among the con- 
servatives of our Settlement, whose ap- 
prehensions of impending changes were so 
keen that even ‘a post-prandial oration 
tinged with liberal sentiments threw them 
into a fever of excitement. Taunts, sneers, 
abuse, and ridicule were heaped upon the 
unfortunate Consul-General’s head, and 
altogether a perfect hurricane blew, for 
a few days, in the Yokohama tea-pot. 
Finally Mr. DE BAVIER appeased the uproar 
by addressing to the local press a few lines 
in which he took upon his own shoulders 
the whole responsibility of. what he had 
said. This, to be sure, was a little super- 
fluous, seeing that nobody suspected the 
Consuls of endorsing sentiments which 
pointed, in the near future, to a partial dis- 
appearance of their own raison d'étre; 
but still in the abstract, if such a very 
simple step could still the storm, Mr. DE 
BAVIER would have been wrong not to 
take it. 
incident had almost faded out of sight, 


At allevents he took it, and the 


| when, after the interval necessary for the 


transmission of the news to Europe the 
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London and China Express sends us back 


an echo in the following form 


The attacks recently made in various quarters 
on the immunities secured to foreigners in Japan 
by treaty have been so systematic and persistent 
that undue sensitiveness can easily be pardoned. 
Not to speak of the energetic and able advocacy 
of the policy of abolishing extra-territorial rights in 
a portion of the foreign Press in Japan itself, we 
see Dr. Von Stein on the Continent and writers in 
the London Press—of whom “Asiaticus,” in the 
Daily News, is the most recent example—support- 
ing a similar course. Foreigners in Japan may 
well be anxious about cherished privileges, which 
are to them as the breath of their nostrils, when 
they perceive them assailed on all hands, as if by 
a concerted design. These privileges are not, we 
think, in any serious danger just yet, for the men 
whose voices must be most potent in any settlement 
of this nature have not, so far, shown any tendency 
to deprive Europeans of their present treaty rights. 
Under these circumstances we are not disposed to 
attach undue importance to the speech of Mr. 
Bavier, the senior Consul-General at Yokohama, 
at a banquet recently given to the Consular Corps 

the Judge of the Yokohama Court. Much 
allowance, too, must be made for the expansive 
natural and becoming in a convivial gathering such 
as this. Mr. Bavier—to whom we believe we do 
no injustice when we say that his studies have not 
lain in the direction of native or foreign jurispru- 
dence—is reported to have contrasted Japanese 
legislation in the past with the codes recently 
issued. This was perfectly fair and appropriate; 
but the words with which special complaint is 
found are these;—'* We find. publie courts con- 
stituted on modern principles applying codes of 
laws which answer all demands of modern civili- 
sation." Mr. Bavier's experience of. codes of laws 
or of their administration is, we understand, of a 
limited nature. Had these remarks come from 
the trained Consular judges of Germany, France, 
England, or the United States, they would bear 
a different complexion. At the same time Mr. 
Bavier, in responding for his colleagues, should 
have been cared to ascertain that the language 
he was about to utter was not contrary to their 
sentiments. The Japanese, however, will know 
how to discount, Mr. Bavier's speech; they are 
intimately acquainted. with the difference between 
Pyotessional and trading Consuls, and know that 

r. Bavier, or the country he represents, can have 
little weight in the decision of the questions in 
which they are interested. The matter is hardly 
worth any further attention, and we trust there is 
no truth in the rumour that representations on the 
subject will be made to the Government which 
Mr. Bavier represents. 


We do not know how the critics who 
assailed Mr. DE BAVIER will feel about this 
defence of their conduct and exposition of 
their motives. Our London contemporary 
is quite frank, and apparently quite uncon- 
scious of the oddity of his frankness. He 
tells us exactly in what consisted the 
gravamen of Mr. DE BAVIER'S crime, nay, 
even quotes the very words which are 
supposed to have destroyed the equanimity 
of half Yokohama :—“ We find public courts 
constituted on modern principles applying 
codes of laws which answer all demands of 
modern civilization.” There is the whole 
story. These nineteen words comprise 
the whole sum and substance of the Con- 
sul-General's offending. Yet not one of 
the nineteen is false, superfluous, or mis- 
leading. The Japanese public courts of 
criminal law are constituted on modern 
principles, and the codes of law they apply 
do answer all the demands of modern civi- 
lization. In what, then, did Mr. DE BAVIER 
offend? Evidently in speaking about 
courts or codes at all, since he is only a 
“trading consul" and since “his studies 
have not lain in the direction of native or 
foreign jurisprudence.” We do not know 
much ourselves about Mr. DE BavIER's 
studies, and we venture to assert that the 








majority of his critics know very little more. | 





So far as they or we are concerned, he 
may be a very encyclopcedea of juris- 
prudence. At all events, in proposing the 
health of a legal dignitary, itis not unusual 
to speak of courts and codes. To be sure, 
Mr. DE BAVIER, had his sympathy been suffi- 
ciently keen for the sensitiveness of some 
of his colleagues and the prejudices of 
many of his fellow-residents, might have 
avoided the difficulty by frankly confessing 
it. He might have informed his host, the 
President of the Courts, that the guests he 
had invited being, in the main, opposed to 
any applause of Japanese institutions, it 
really would not do to pay compliments ; 
and that, in accepting his invitation and 
drinking his health, the Consuls wished 
distinctly to disavow any sentiment save 
that of pure conviviality. Such a proviso 
would not have been very polite to Mr. 
Justice HASEGAWA, but it is not always 
necessary to be polite, especially in Japan. 
The main object of public speakers should 
be to exhibit the utmost deference for 
those “cherished privileges” which, 
London and China Express says, are to 
foreigners “ as the breath of their nostrils;” 
and since these privileges are founded on 
the hypothesis of Japan's incompetence to 
exercise the functions of independence, 
nothing should be more carefully avoided 
than any suggestion of her competence. 
But Mr. DE BAVIER fell into the error of 
supposing that the usages of society and 
the principles of justice are pretty much 
the same in Japan as elsewhere. Possibly 
he had not made an original study of the 
workings of Japanese criminal courts or 
the provisions of Japanese criminal codes. 
But, at all events, he had the materials 
for a pretty conclusive estimate near at 
hand: he had the essays and reviews of 
some of the greatest European jurists ; and 
ifhe consulted them, he might have found 
expressions like the following :— 


* The reform of. penal legislation in Japan will 
place the penal administration in harmony with the 
spirit and culture of modern days." —(Wiwrs, Pre- 
sidentof the Penitentiary Congress, Stockholm.) 

“The penal system is rationally constructed ; the 
definitions of crimes are given in simple clear out- 
lines; the penalties attached are proportionate and 
humane ; and the experience of the cultured world 
as well as the progress of European science have 
been regarded throughout."—(Brnxzn, Berlin.) 

“ For those nations who have come into more 
active intercourse with Japan, there cannot but 
arise a pleasure in the ‘consciousness of the fact 
that the prosecution and judgment of punishable 
offences are regulated according to European 
models, * * * Although it is true that in 
consequence of copying too closely the model of the 
French Code d'instruction criminelle, the Criminal 
procedure of Japan docs not always deserve un- 
imited praise; on the other hand, we cannot with- 
hold from the Penal Code the unreserved admiration 
which has already been expressed by an authority 
(Berner) so generally acknowledged in the field of 
penal legislation. * * * * "This Code is well 
thought out, systematically arranged, and the penal 
system harmoniously and rationally claborated.” 
—(Mayer, Vienna.) 

“A great change will be accomplished in the 
Empire of Japan when the new Criminal Law is 
applied there. No legislation will approach more 
closely to our own than that which will then enter 
into operation.”—(Dessarpins, Paris.) 

“In sum, and with rare exceptions, when one 
considers the provisions of this scheme elaborated 
by a commission of Japanese, one fancies he is 
reading the text of an European legislation : one 


the 











has, in a measure, before one’s eyes one of those! 
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schemes which the most advanced science presents 
to the legislators of the Occident. One is pleased 
with the diffusion of light over the whole surface of 
the globe, and feels almost ashamed to speak of 
ameliorations which our own jurists have counselled, 
but our legislators have not yet taken the time to 
efiect."— (Linn, Paris.) 


“A Penal Code free from all reminiscence of a 
backward, aged, and crude law, inspired with a 
liberal spirit revealing a scientific sense, composed 
witha legislative art worthy of praise : a Codeof Cri- 
minal Procedure which does not deserve, it is true, 
to figure in the first rank, and does not open any 
new horizons, but. nevertheless sanctions, in gene- 
ral, the grand principles of modern Procedure, the 
irrevocable conquests of Civilization and Justice : 
such are the precious gifts that the Japanese Govern- 
ment has just made to its people.”—(Van HAMEL, 
Amsterdam.) 


It may be, we say, that Mr. DE BAVIER 
consulted these authorities, and based on 
them his statements that there are in 
Japan “ public courts constituted on modern 
principles,” and that they apply “codes 
of law which answer all demands of modern 
civilization.” He thought, perhaps, that 
the utterances of such jurisconsults as 
BERNER, WINES, MAYER, VAN HAMEL, 
DESJARDINS, and LABBÉ, were not less trust- 
worthy than the opinions of the “trained 
Consular Judges of Germany, France, 
England, and the United States.” Such a 
hypothesis showed a lamentable lack of 
discrimination, and fully merited the in- 
dignant protests it evoked. 


BISMARCK AND THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES. 

— —— 
RTHER details of the difficulty 

caused by the Lasker resolution have 
been received, but nothing in the way of final 
action is reported, either on the German or 
the American side. It now seems clear 
that the initiative measure of the House of 
Representatives did not necessarily call for 
Prince BISMARCK'S attention, and that his 
retransmission of the document was an ex- 
treme mark of disapproval. At the same 
time, he appears to have observed all the 
forms of official courtesy, and it is certain 
that he did not commit the error,—at- 
tributed to him in the earlier telegrams,— 
of communicating directly with Congress. 
The resolution was sent back from the 
Berlin Foreign Office to the Legation at 
Washington, and the letter accompanying 
it was addressed to Mr. EISENDECHER, the 
German Minister, who has announced that 
he is not instructed to depart from the 
usual course of addressing himself solely to 
the Department of State. Prince Bis- 
MARCK'S despatch contained the assurance 
that he should have asked the Emperor to 
empower him to present the resolution to 
the Reichstag, if the opinions expressed 
therein had not been opposed to his con- 
victions; and he added, with a touch of 
satire, that he should not venture to oppose 
his judgment to that of so illustrious a 
body as the House of Representatives, 
but for the experience of thirty years, 
which justifies him in attaching a certain 
value to his opinion on German affairs. 
This is very neat in its way, but perhaps 
a little superfluous; for it now turns 
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out that the rejected document did not 
in any proper sense set forth the senti- 
ments of the Chamber from which it 
emanated. It was drawn up by an ec- 
centric new delegate, Colonel OCHILTREE 
of Texas, and was pushed through the 
House at the end of a day's session, with- 
out debate or examination, and so hur- 
riedly that it is doubtful if more than a 
single member voted either for or against 
it. Colonel OCHILTREE asked for ''un- 
animous consent ;" there was no objection ; 
and so the resolution was considered 
adopted. It was not submitted to the 
Senate, and consequently has none of the 
weight that would attach to a joint Congres- 
sionaltransaction. It may fairly be assumed 
that very few of the Representatives knew 
anything about Dr. LASKER, or understood 
the tendency of their tacit acquiescence in 
the proceeding. The subsequent announce- 
ment of Prince BISMARCK’S irritation 
created general surprise, and it was not 
until then that the subject was looked into ; 
but no amount of scrutiny has discovered 
a sufficient answer to the question why an 
occurrence of such trivial import, regarded 
from the American point of view, should 
have produced so remarkable a manifesta- 
tion on the partof the German Chancellor. 
That the effect is out of all proportion to 
the apparent cause, no one undertakes to 
deny. 

If the suggestions of European com- 
mentators are entitled to consideration, 
Prince BISMARCK'S course may be credited 
to other influences than those which show 
themselves on the surface. Not a few of 
the leading journals, including several in 
Germany, intimate plainly enough that the 
LASKER incident is-merely a pretext, and 
that the eminent statesman has seized upon 
a long coveted opportunity to interrupt the 
friendly relations between his Government 
and that of the United States. The London 
Times expresses this opinion without re- 
serve, alleging that BISMARCK'S dislike is 
chiefly caused by the increasing emigration 
to the new world, which has already reached 
the annual average of nearly two hundred 
thousand. These figures, it is explained 
by another journal, imply the withdrawal 
of a full corps d'armée each year, from the 
German conscription list. In addition to 
this ground of complaint, there is the un- 
settled dispute concerning the exclusion 
of American pork from Germany; and, 
underlying all, is the undoubted fact that 
Mr. SARGENT’s Republican indifference to 
Monarchical etiquette and ceremony may 
sometimes have been carried to a point 
which the Imperial Court considers dis- 
respectful. But no one pretends that the 
United States Envoy’s offence is inten- 
tional; or that the authorities at Washing- 
ton are responsible for the condition, good 
or bad, of the pork supply; or that any 
special inducements are held out to German 
emigrants, over those from other European 
States. Even the Ministerial organs of 
Germany admit that the LASKER resolution 
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might have reached its destination un- 
challenged, if no other discordant questions 
had arisen between the two countries. 1t|* 
is, nevertheless, reasonably certain that the 
hostile feeling which has now culminated 
in Prince BISMARCK'S act, was wholly un- 
suspected by the American people. They 
were entirely unprepared for the outburst of 
newspaper wrath which has been directed 
against them, and which concentrates itself 
into a general demand for the recall of Mr. 
SARGENT, "if his Government does not 
wish for further embarrassment.” But 
however averse the United States may be 
to a quarrel with Germany, it is not likely 
that their desire to conciliate will go so far 
as to degrade a diplomatic officer without 
good cause, or to offer him as a sacrifice to 
the personal resentment of a powerful 
Minister. Some other means of pacification 
must probably be devised, or the misunder- 
standing suffered to remain as it is. Both 
the Secretary of State, at Washington, and 
the PRESIDENT’S private secretary, have 
publicly declared that “there is no thought 
of removing Mr. SARGENT." 

Neither the House of Representatives 
nor the Reichstag has suffered the affair to 
pass unnoticed, but the debates, up to the 
8th of March, were not of a kind to lead to 
practical results. The American legislators 
permitted the subject to be introduced by 
the naturalized German members, whose 
opinions respecting Prince BISMARCK and 
his performance were listened to with 
proper consideration, after which it was 
agreed that no action was desirable in the 
absence of authentic and official intelligence 
as to what had passed. When this shall 
have been received, the discussion will be 
resumed. In the Reichstag, on March 7th, 
—the session having opened the day before, 
—a stormy debate was bought about by the 
efforts of Independent and Progmessist 
memberstorecognize the LASKER resolution 
and to criticize BISMARCK'S interference 
therewith. They were vehemently opposed 
by the Conservatives, led by the Secretary 
of the Interior, who appeared as the Chan- 
cellor’s direct representative, and who 
repeatedly affirmed that the deeds of the 
Prime Minister were not open to hostile 
comment. Threats and defiances were 
freely exchanged, the Opposition being 
significantly reminded of the announce- 
ment, earlier in the day, that onc of their 
number had been expelled frem his seat for 
contumacy, and sent to prison for six 
months. These references to the Chan- 
cellor's power over his political opponents 
brought the controversy to a speedy and 
barren conclusion. We have yet to see 
whether the Liberals will risk their per- 
sonal safety so far as to introduce the topic 
again. It will certáinly be heard of in the 
House of Representatives, the sensitive 
temper of which will not accept with much 
kindlinessthe rebuke of even the most potent 
of continental statesmen, and the ill feeling 
of which is likely to be intensified by the 
unprecedented attacks of German Govern- 
ment organs upon Mr. SARGENT,—who, 
until his appointment tothe diplomatic office 
he now holds, was a prominent leader in 
thelowerbranchof the American legislature. 
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[Our readers must distinctly ‘anderatand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our 
Correspondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for 
the deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 









DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN LOANS; OR 
WHAT IS CAPITAL ? 





To tie Epitor or THE “Jaran Matt.” 

Sir,—Yes, it must be so. Capital is Capital w hen 
it is Capital, otherwise it is not. The propositioi 
as clear as mud when it is closely examined. 
more Capital is considered, the more we become con- 
vinced that it is Capital, that is, if the Capital is 
borrowed Capital and is consumable and produc- 
tive—for in the strict view of the thing, you see, 
Capital to be Capital, must be a “thing invested 
and has to be consumed to be productive.” This 
is clearly demonstrated by the statement above 
elucidated, so there can be no question as to what 
this thing Capital is. But the reader must not 
entangle his reason by considering home Capital 
as being anything of the nature of foreign, bor- 
rowed Capital. We hope we are followed, for we 
would not have the reader go astray. For in- 
stance; it takes Capital to build a railway. You 
will observe that the road-bed must be graded 
after the route is surveyed, then sleepers and ties 
are necessary before the rails can be laid. R: 
are sometimes made of iron and sometimes of 
steel. Then comes engines, and rolling stock to 
operate the road with—stations are to be built, &c. 
&c. Now as all of the requisites to build and 
equip a road are “ consumable,” of course they are 
the Capital of the road—clearly so. Now some 
fellows might suppose that the money it would take 
to build a railroad might be called Capital, 
but they only show ignorance, and don't know 
what Capital, to be real genuine Capital is. ‘The 
notion that a man is a Capitalist, who only deals 
in stocks, bonds, and money securities, is a vagary. 
There is no such thing really as Capital stock in 
any banking institution—because, don’t you see, it 
is not consumed to render it productive. Further, 
in building a railroad “ Capital becomes fixed, and 
is no longer available for other uses.” Money of 
course is required to purchase material and labor 
for such an enterprise, and money is not Capital— 
(don’t be befogged if you can help it, if you feel 
yourself growing dizzy, take a dose of Mill or 
Fawcett, and becalm). Or rather, money borrowed 
at home is not Capital, but if money is borrowed 
from abroad, at good rates of interest to the lender, 
itis Capital. “All the Capital required for such 
an undertaking could be easily obtained from 
foreign countries, and domestic Capital would then 
be free for ordinary industry." We quote from 
“L.” in the Fapan Mail of the sth inst. Where- 
fore why not, it being thusly, should it not be urged 
that the nation is being greatly harmed by not 
borrowing ? Japan needs a protection or, as much 
as America did fifty years ago. So she should go 
into the money markets of the world and beg some 
power to loan her thirty millions of money to secure 
herself against harm from the pirates who would 
gobble her up. That is the only way she can get 
the requisite Capital. And there are so many 
enterprizes that are languishing for the want of 
good roads, it would never do to build them with the 
money furnished by the people to be benefited. 
We have read of Sir George Francis Train, a 
nobleman of Boston, one of the United States, who 
was an authority on finance, and especially on 
Capital. He went crazy at last, but it was thought 
that, as a lunatic his ideas of Capital were as clear 
as when he was at his best. His strong holding 
was diagrams. He would diagram his hearers 
into the acceptance of his theories. Let us try his 
method. Draw a ship under sail, designate the 
material of which she is built, Capital, and you can 
demonstrate that fixed Capital i.e., the material, is 
floating Capital as a ship. A ship when stranded 
is fixed floating Capital in a fix, and fixes some of 
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the Capital of underwriters. Capital must be 
consumable to be Capital. When a man hasa 
stock of goods consumed by fire, and is largely 
insured, it is plain that he is a Capitalist, for 
the fire makes thé thing remunerative, although 
the underwriter may curse his investment. Now 
observe, I do not pretend that I write any more 
instructively or intellgibly than other writers on 
the subject, but allow me to say, that however 
much we may skin the real meaning of words 
and terms, the vulgar acceptation of the ideas the 
words convey to the ordinary business man seems 
to be understood by the Japanese, and they show 
sense in determining todo all they can with their 
own money and domestic resources. 
Lam, Sir, yours, &c., 
Yokohama, April gth, 1884. 
[This letter is more amusing than instructive.—Ep. ¥.M.] 


M. 





JAPAN AND THE WESTERN POWERS. 
To THE EDITOR or THE “JAPAN Mai." 

Sin,—About a year ago there appeared in your 
columns a leading article which seemed to state so 
fairly and succintly an important phase of the ques- 
tion now pending between Japan and the Treaty 
Powers, that I trust I may be pardoned for quoting 
from it. After noting the fact, which few, if any, 
will be inclined to deny, that the true disposition 
of foreigners towards Japan has nothing in common 
with the sentiments constantly professed by one of 
your contemporaries, you proceeded to speak as 
follows, of the spirit which induces Englishmen to 
be careful of every privilege they have acquired :— 


It is the same spirit that has worked out all the great 
progressive measures of Western civilization—constitutional 
governments, liberty of speech, slave emancipation, removal 
of religious disabilities, and in fact everything that is implied 
in self-government. Just in proportion to the supremacy of 
this faculty does ‘the safe enjoyment of liberty become 
possible, and it is because the instinct has been so largel 
developed in Englishmen by the institutions under whicl 
they live and the traditions of their race, that they are so 
conspicuously opposed to everything imperilling, however 
remotely, the stability of their precious rights. It were well 
that the Japanese should thoroughly recognize this, lest they 
fall into the error of classing ;rannous injustice what 

in reality the outcome of an instinct not alone respectable 

in itself, but also essential to the vitality of progress. We 
are well aware that from this standpoint the case assumes 
for Japan a somewhat hopeless aspect, since if the propriety 
of the sentiment which opposes her resumption of sovereign 
rights be admitted, its permanence also seems guaranteed. 
But it is an integral part of the instinct in question, that what 
it claims for itself it does not refuse to accord to others. ‘The 
men attach to the privileges of freedom and free 
tutions is, or ought to be, exactly proportionate to the 
respect they pay to a similar sentiment in their neighbours. 
Japan's impatience for the abolition of exterritoriality and 
Englishmen’s reluctance to surrender that privilege are only 
diflerent expressions of the same sentiment, and claim at 
one another's hands an equal reciprocity of respect. It is 
hard, perhaps, to discern these things clearly across the 
fog of falsehood and malice in which they are too often 
enveloped, but that they are as we have represented them 
here, time will unfailingly demonstrate. 


I think that the truth of the general principles 
set forth here is beyond all question, but I remem- 
ber thinking also, Mr. Editor, at the time I read 
the article, that your faith in time must be very 
large. Yet events seem to indicate that you were 
not mistaken. Now and then one fancies that one 
discerns symptoms of that “reciprocity of respect” 
which all fair-minded men wish to see exhibited by 
Japanese and foreigners. Now and then, too, one 
is confronted by statements which render the 
prospect as hopeless as ever. One of your con- 
temporaries—a journal, I may observe, which 
has shown, of late, a laudable desire to be mo- 
derate—had the following in a recent issue: 
“ Eager for this assistance ” (forcign skilled labour 
and capital) “on which her life as a commercial, 
and consequently progressive, nation depends, 
Japan saddles her invitation for it with the unwise 
condition that the freemen to whom she appeals 
should surrender their liberties in order to afford 
it!” I can not, for my own part, see that there is 
any surrender of liberties involved. lt has never 
occurred to me in my travels—and they have been 
tolerably extensive—that I made a series of suc- 
ive surrenders of my liberty as I passed from 
place to place, submitting everywhere to the juris- 
diction of the country in which I found myself. If 
I had apprehended such catastrophes, I should 
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certainly have stayed at home. But were I a 
Japanese, circumstanced as the Japanese now are, 
Ishould certainly think that I had surrenderedsome 
of my liberties. I should remember constantly that 
my country is not considered sufficiently civilized 
to be her own mistress. I should think that when 
I asked foreign States to restore to my nation the 
power of regulating its own tariff and exercising 
complete jurisdiction within its own territories, I 
was not secking to deprive them of their liberties, 
butonly endeavouring to recover myown, Even as 
a foreigner—one of those whose “liberties” are 
threatened—I cannot quite persuade myself to 
believe that we have acquired any perpetual title to 
the powers of which we temporarily deprived Japan 
on the plea that she was not yet competent to exer- 
cise them. — I cannot learn to regard as an inalien- 
able right the privileges Japan lent to us under a 
terminable treaty, and I think that our relations 
with this country would be more comfortable and 
better worthy of our civilization did we endeavour 
to treat her rights with a little of the respect we so 
loudly claim for what we call our own. 
Lam, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
'okohama, April 8th, 1884. 








RIGHT, OR MIGHT? 





To THE EDITOR or THE “ JAPAN Marr." 

Sin,—To those foreigners who profess a disbelief 
in Japan’s right to resume her powers of domestic 
jurisdiction and tariff control, and who assert that 
it isa moral duty, on the part of Great Britain 
and other European States, to prevent the re- 
sumption of those powers, I would address a 
question or two, which they may answer publicly 
to the world, or privately to their own consciences. 

Suppose that this empire to-day possessed a 
trained and efficient army of one million, or even 
five hundred thousand men; and a navy equal in 
strength to that of, let us say, any second-class 
maritime nation of the West: would a demand 
from this Government for immediate revision of 
the treaties and restoration of all inherent privi- 
leges be resisted, even for a single day? 

If not, what becomes of the moral duty of fo- 
reign countries to hold Japan in check? Or, does 
the moral duty of restricting an empire’s indepen- 
dence exist only when comparatively weak nations 
are to be dealt with, and cease to exist in the case 
of strong nations? 

I am, Sir, yours respectfully, 





LIBERTAS. 
Yokohama, April 15th, 1884. 





To THE EDITOR or THe “Japan Matt.” 


Sir,—The answer to the question put by ‘Li- 
bertas’ in your paper this morning is simpleenough. 
Jf Japan possessed the army and navy your 
correspondent suggests, it would at once be a sign, 
if not an absolute proof, that she had advanced in 
efficiency as a State to a position in which she 
might well be trusted with all the so-called ** in- 
herent privileges.” 
Yours truly, 
17th April, 1884. 


FOREIGNER. 








A CORRECTION. 


To THE EDITOR or THE “Japan Matt.” 

Sır,—The Herald of the 7th inst. publishes a 
rumour from Tokio “that the missionaries have 
had a meeting for the purpose of drawing up a 
memorial on the subject of opening the country to 
their labours, and that a document to that effect has 
been presented to one, or more, of the Foreign Mi- 
nisters?? Permit me to say, that no such meeting 
has been held, or will be held, for any such purpose; 
that no such document has been prepared or pre- 
sented to any “one, or more of the Foreign Mini- 
sters;” not 


accorded to other Foreigners, and that, if favours or 


that Missionaries desire no favours 








ditions, without having to hold meetings and 
frame petitions. 

The Herald’s disinterested remarks following 
the above quotation are about as near the mark 
as its text. 

I remain, &c., 


A TOKIO MISSIONARY. 
Tokio, April 11th, 1884. 








TRANSLATIONS FROM NATIVE 


JOURNALS. 
——— 
FRANCE THE BENEFACTRESS OF CHINA. 


(Translated from the Fiji Shimpo.) 


China is one of the largest countries in the world, 
covering an immense area, possessing an enormous 
population, and abounding with fertile tracts, great 
forests, rich mines, and natural products. There 
is but one serious drawback: the people are self- 
sufficient and prefer isolation to an intelligent inter- 
course with Occidental nations. Little intellectual 
orenlightened progress has been made by them 
for thousands of years; and thus, more than three 
hundred million people live like so many soul-less 
automata, dreaming away their existence in care- 
less oblivion of the great world just beyond their 
borders. Although many years have elapsed since 
China first entered into relations with foreign 
nations, her people still cling obstinately to the 
worn-out customs of the past; men may come and 
men may go, but China,is still the same country of 
a thousand years ago. In this nineteenth century, 
when steam and electricity are utilized by every 
land in the great comity of nations, no country, 
however rich in natural resources, can hope to 
maintain its independence without employing 
these agents of civilization. If China would but 
adopt the wonderful inventions of our age, she 
might—despite her infantile ignorance—uphold her 
independence and properly develop her natural 
resources. Whatever may be the sweeping dictum 
of the Middle Kingdom, that all nations other 
than Chinese are barbarous and despicable, it is 
very apparent that the tremendous weapons of war 
in the hands of the despised foreigners have made 
a deep and indelible impression upon the Chinese. 
The wonderful destructive power of the arms 
possessed by aliens has burst upon the people of 
China like a revelation; and, before very long, 
she too must be converted to this nineteenth cen- 
tury civilization. ‘These facts the Chinese will be 
forced to recognise, if they possess the most ordinary 
intelligence. But, as yet, they have no intention 
of adopting any of these marvels of to-day, and 
until they are made forcibly and unpleasantly 
aware of the irresistible power against which they 
are trying to stand, their chronic conservatism 
will be incurable. Then will they be forced to 
adopt steam and electricity, and for this reason, 
if for no other, those who awake the Chinese, how- 
ever roughly, from their slumbers, are their real 
benefactors. e 

Some few years ago, France, one of the greatest 
of the European powers, had occasion to disagree 
with China in reference to Annam. It was not, 
however, until May of last year, that this hard 
feeling grew into a serious dispute, and war seemed 
imminent. What may be the ultimate fate of 
Tongking it is not easy to state, for affairs are still 
in a most unsettled condition. As a matter of 
course, the Chinese, headed by their Minister in 
Paris, are hot with anger, and revile the French. 
But they are, once again, brought face to face with 
the probability of a great war; and, in order to 
enter upon a campaign with any chance of success, 
China must reorganize her Army and Navy, 
collect large stores of military supplies and 
munitions, acquaint herself thoroughly with the 
condition and spirit of her people, besides ac- 
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study the domestic and foreign conditions of their 
country, the officials of China will make rapid 
advancement towards the adoption of Western 
civilization. The absolute necessity of a trained and 
efficient Army and Navy will become plainly ap- 
parent, while the most peaceful-minded will have 
to turn their attention to the manufacture of war- 
vessels, firearms, and torpedoes. Soon will the 
miserable inefficacy of the present internal com- 
munications become unbearable, while the advant- 
ages of the telegraph and the iron-horse will be 
patent to one and all; and as the conveyance of 
troops and the like is as clumsy in the Middle 
Kingdom as the postal system, the benefits of 
riverine and marine steam navigation will find 
universal appreciation. Finally, China will cross 
the Rubicon of conservatism, and find herself on 
the threshold of Occidental civilization. 

The initial step towards this most beneficial re- 
volution has already been taken. "Telegraph lines 
are being constructed between Shanghai, Tientsin, 
and Peking, and the work will shortly be extended. 
to Canton. Railwaysin miniature are already being 
laid here and there, while the Governmentissteadily 
purchasing ironclads, torpedoes, and ordinance 
both large and small. The services of European 
and American officers have been engaged, and a 
considerable number of recruits called to arms. 
The promptitude and activity which characterize 
this latest movement contrast most strangely and 
marvellously with the inactivity and tardy develop- 
ment of former years. 

Turning our gaze to Europe, we find the Chinese 
representative busying himself in England and 
France with the Annam question, and constantly 
transmitting lengthy despatches to his Government, 
containing all manner of reports and information. 
The knowledge acquired by him in this. manner 
will exercise great influence in China, and go far 
towards breaking the obstinate conservatism of his 
countrymen. For were the Chinese never so bent 
upon keeping their country isolated, and ignoring 
the existence of “barbarous and inferior" na- 
tions, this one little factor will produce a decided 
advance towards civilization. The employment of 
foreign weapons is, in itself, the earnest of a 
better future. What course matters will take in 
Annam, it is impossible to foretell, China may 
relinquish her claim to the suzerainty of Tong- 
king ; or both parties make come to an amicable 
understanding; or China may obviate the present 
difficulties by paying an indemnity at the inter- 
vention of other powers. For the nonce, at all 
events, war does not appear imminent. Ten 
months have already passed without action, and 
a year or eighteen months may still elapse before 
affairs are finally settled ; but, during that interval, 
China will have ample opportunity to become 
acquainted with the civilization of the West. Since 
the outset of her relations with foreign powers, 
China has several times become embroiled in wars ; 
but while some of these were of too passing a 
nature to arouse effectually the spirit of the people, 
others were so sudden and disastrous as to preclude 
the possibility of extensive warlike preparations. 
Fortunately for the Middle Kingdom, the Annam 
affair is of sufficient importance to arouse the whole 
country, while it gives her ample opportunity to 
thoroughly acquaint herself with Western civiliza- 
tion. Should the difficulty finally be solved 
by intervention or arbitration, the Chinese will 
truly be a most fortunate people. And to whom is 
the credit due in the first instance? To France, 
the benefactress of the Middle Kingdom. 


THE COMPETITIVE EXHIBITION OF 
PAINTINGS. 


(Translated from the Fiyu Shimbun.) 


The opening ceremony of the Second Competitive 
Exhibition of Paintings took place on the 11th inst., 
when H.E. General Saigo, Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce, delivered the following address :— 
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The Art of Painting as cultivated in this country 
dates back to a very remote period, and although 
the influence of Chinese and Korean Art was, 
during the Middle Ages, great, and of considerable 
effect upon our artists, yet, as we are by nature 
richly endowed with a love of the beautiful and 
picturesque, our works of art have long been held 
in high esteem. How comes it that our paintings 
have acquired such great fame? Because, from the 
very outset, our artists studied the marvels of 
nature with the utmost care and the most pains- 
taking patience; they followed with anxious eye 
all the changes of the material world, and pur- 
sued the study of true art with the most tireless 
energy. It is but the just reward of our artists 
that their works should command such universal 
admiration. Of late years, however, painting has 
fallen off in excellence, consequent upon the adop- 
tion of a less thorough style and the neglect of the 
exactness of former days. Roughness came to be 
considered the patent of genius, and the painstaking 
imitation of natural objects was abandoned. Those 
old-time systems of art which made the painters of 
antiquity so justly famous were well-nigh forgotten. 
Westerns, on the contrary, have extolled the excel- 
lence of our early painters; they have spent years 
in studying and collecting old pictures, while a few 
have developed into masterly connoisseurs. This 
more than sufficiently attests the excellence of 
Ancient Japanese Art. Should the artistic styles 
of olden time remain neglected and uncared for, 
we shall not only fail to recover the methods of 
our early art, but we shall see the best produc- 
tions of this country pass into foreign hands. 
In these days of rapid advance in the Fine 
Arts, the decline of Japanese painting was a 
reproach to our civilization. And so, on the ist 
of October, 1882, the First Competitive Exhibi- 
tion was inaugurated. This Exhibition gave a de- 
cided impetus to the development and improvement 
of Japanese Art, and added largely to the skill of 
our painters by making them familiar with the 
best productions of ancient days. But as the full 
excellence of our earlier art may not yet have been 
realized, the Second Competitive Exhibition has 
to-day been opened. Thus will our pictorial art 
profit by experience and competition, and our 
galleries be well furnished. Whether the works on 
view at present surpass those of the former Exhibi- 
tion, or are similar in style and execution to the 
celebrated painters of the past, I am not yet ina 
position to state. But I wish to express my earnest 
desire that those.who devote their lives to the study 
of Art should press forward with redoubled energy, 
so that the lost greatness of the past may be more 
than amply compensated for by the bright promise 
of the future. 





THE BUREAU OF CONSTITUTIONAL 
REFORM (SEIDO-TORI-SHIRABE- 
KIYOKU). 





(Translated from the Nichi Nichi Shimbun). 


It has already been announced in these columns 
that a Bureau of Constitutional Reform was esta- 
blished in the Imperial Palace, on the 17th ultimo, 
under the presidency of His Excellency Hirobumi 
Ito, Privy Councillor, and that, on the 21st ultimo, 


the same official was also appointed Minister of | 


the Imperial Household, His Excellency Tokudaiji, 





Palace, and who stands high in the Imperial 
favour, not less on account of his exalted rank than 
of his virtues, should have relinquished his post in 
favour of His Excellency Ito, Many persons 
appear to be much perplexed about these changes 
in the Cabinet, nor can it be denied that they had 
reason to be surprised when the news of the ap- 
pointments first reached them. 
reflection will show, however, that there are legi- 
timate causes which render the changes, to a 
certain extent, inevitable. We proceed to explain 
the matter briefly. 

On October the 12th, 1881, His Majesty the 
Mikado issued a Rescript to the effect that, in 
pursuance of the design announced at the time of 
the Restoration, a National cüve Assembly 
should be convened in 1890 ; that, by this announce- 
ment, his Ministers would have suflicient time to 
complete all the preparations necessary for that 
purpose ; and that with regard to the powers of the 
Assembly and the mode of its organization, he 
would himself give the matter full consideration, 
and make his decision known in due time. Since 
the issue of this Rescript, we have devoted much 
thought to the questions, where the Bureau for the 
preparation of the proposed Constitution should be 
established; to whom the task cf preparation 
should be entrusted—the members of the Cabinet 
or the Senators who are regarded as the country's 
legislators—and whether the Bureau should be 
formed in the Palace, the Cabinet, the Council of 
State or the Senate. We have, indeed, awaited 
with much curiosity the advent of the day when the 
proposed Bureau should be actually established, 
and we have always hoped that as the Constitution 
will be the basis of our country's polity for many 
generations, His Majesty the Emperor would be 
pleased to entrust its compilation to his most im- 
partial and unprejudiced statesmen. Similar ideas 
appear to have been entertained even by our poli- 
tical opponents, who have maintained that the 
Constitution ought to be so framed as not to confer 
benefits on one party more than another. Public 
opinion may therefore be said to favour the view 
that a special Burcau should be formed for the 
purpose, independent of the various Governmental 
Departments, with an unbiassed statesman as its 
president. (The writer then refers to the Ameri- 
can Constitution, eulogizes its equity and com- 
pleteness, and describes how 
unaltered amid all the strife of political parties.) 
Beyond all question, it would be most unwise to 
entrust the task of framing a Constitution to any 
one prejudiced party. How, then, ought the Con- 
stitution of this country to be compiled? If we 
look at the matter closely, we shall find that all 
the existing laws have been established by the 
Emperor himself. The various statutes are first 
drafted at the several Governmental Depart- 
ments, and are then forwarded for sanction to 
the Cabinet, vid the Council of State, when, of 
course, they are duly deliberated. Sometimes, 
however, the drafts are first laid before the Em- 
peror himself, or submitted to the Senate for 
approval, and then enforced with His Majesty’s 
sanction. But to whatever officials be entrusted 
the duty of preparing the drafts, or to whatever 
Departments that of examining them, officials and 
Departments alike derive their functions 
first place from the Emperor, and their proceedings 
must therefore be recognised as virtually the acts 

















it has remained 





in the 


who had previously filled the latter office, having | of His Majesty in person. This will be still more 


been transferred to the post of Lord High Cham- 
berlain, 
important, and men have been asking each other 
why the above Bureau was established in the 
Palace instead of in the Privy Council; why His 
Excellency Ito, whose ability in matters connected 


with internal, financial, and legislative administra-. 


tion had been already recognised, should have been 
appointed Minister of the Imperial Houschold, re- 


taining his rank of Privy Councillor ; and why His | 


Excellency Tokudaiji, who is thoroughly familiar 





with the ceremonies and customs observed in the 


Among recent events these are most | acted, or proclamation issued, without His M 


| evident when we observe that no law can be en- 


jesty’s 
sanction. Ina word, all the laws and regulations 
promulgated in the Empire emanate from the 
peror himself, as the prime source of authorit 
The question then arises, is the proposed cons 

tion to be drafted in a similar manner? Shall 
be drafted by the Privy Council or by the Council 
of State? Upon these points we cannot pretend 
to pronounce a decided opinion, but we do most 
emphatically think that such a duty should never 
be entrusted to the Home Department, or to the 
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Finance Department, for example. The matter is 
one that demands the deepest consideration. 

‘The Constitution defines the prerogatives of the 
Sovereign as well as the powers and functions of 
the Legislature, the Executive, and the Judi 
It is the foundation upon which the national polity 
rests, and it embodies principles that ought to 
remain unchanged for hundreds of generations. 
The mode of its compilation must, therefore, of 
necessity, differ from that resorted to in framing 
ordinary codes. It is too important a work to be 
entrusted wholly to any one body of officials, and 
should be subjected at each stage for Imperial 
consideration and sanction, But to prepare the 
Constitution under the direct guidance of the 
Sovereign himself involves a considerable departure 
from the ordinary modes of procedure, which are 
confined to submitting for Imperial inspection 
drafts already prepared by his legislators. Ac- 
cording to the course pursued, the relations between 
the Sovereign and the compilers, as well as the 
value of the whole work, must vary considerably. 
In the case of an absolute Monarchy, the entire 
power rests with the Sovereign alone, and his 
natural plan would be to select one or more of his 
officials, and direct them to draw up a Constitution 
according to his wishes. Such, indeed, may be 
regarded as the fundamental principle on which a 
constitution should be formed in a Monarchichal 
country. There would, of course, be no difficulty 
about inviting ministerial opinions on the drafts 
thus prepared, or revising them after careful dis- 
cussion. Even in Republican countries, such as 
America and France, matters connected with the 
Constitution are generally treated by processes 
different from those adopted in ordinary legislatio 
special representatives are chosen, in whom, as a 
body, the supreme authority is vested, thus forming 
anational convention, or congress, to undertake 
the task. So far, therefore, the procedure in both 
Monarchical and Republican countries is alike, 
and we may say that, to establish a constitution in 
Japan, it is absolutely indispensable that the Em- 
peror should take the trouble of directly superin- 
tending its compilation. It follows, therefore, that 
no place can be more conyenient for carrying on 
the work of compilation than the Palace, and we 
are of opinion that to these considerations must be 
attributed the position chosen for the new Bureau. 
Plainly, too, the officials entrusted with the duty of 
attending on His Majesty and drawing up the 
Constitution according to his will, must be well 
versed in the principles upon which the Constitu- 
tions of other countries, both in ancient and modern 
times, have been based, so that they may be com- 
petent, while abstaining from any expression of 
prejudiced views, to make appropriate replies to 
the Emperor’s enquiries. All these considerations 
combine to indicate as the official most suitable 
for the task His Excellency Ito Hirobumi, who, in 
accordance with His Majesty": 
has conducted direct investigations into the Con- 
stitutions of various foreign countries 
necessary to say that, in common with our fellow 
countrymen, we have long expected to see him 
appointed to such a position, 

With regard to the additional office he has been 
called on to fill, namely, that of Minister of the 
Imperial Houschold, there seems to be a simple 
reason. The Bureau for the preparation of the 
Constitution being established in the Palace, and 
the duty of consulting the Emperor devolving upon 
its President, there will naturally arise frequent 
occasions on which it will. be necessary to ask His 
Majesty’s opinion, Were the President merely on 
the same footing as the other Privy Councillors or 
Ministers of State, he would have, like them, to 
take his chance of obtaining an audience in the way 
usually pursued when any political question re- 
quiring the Imperial consideration crops up. 
Under these circumstances it would be difficult for 
him to carry out the Emperor's intentions, It js 
thus plain that the important position of President 
of the Bureau of Constitutional Reform in some 
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respect involves the discharge of additional duties 
as Minister of the Imperial Household. The 
public, however, is indined to suppose that this 
dual office of His Excellency Ito is the precursor"of 
general administrative changes, an idea which has 
probably been inspired by a superficial examination 
of the situation, [t is true that, since the Restora- 
tion, no precedent can be found for the step now 
taken, and that, both when the Privy Councillors 
were relieved from their additional duties as 
Ministers of Departments, and when they were 
again called on to perform those duties, the Im- 
perial Household remained under the presidency 
of an independent official. These circumstances 
have probably created a belief that a Privy Coun- 
cillor would never be nominated Minister of the 
Household, though in former times that dignitary 
was sometimes chosen from among the Privy Coun- 
cillors, or Ministers of State, or official holding the 
rank of Nagon, so that his liability to discharge 
additional duties as a member of the Cabinet can 
scarcely be doubted. ‘Those who are curious about 
these matters many consult the Shokugensho, where 
the history of official functions is given in detail. In 
foreign countries, too, instances are to be found of 
Privy Councillors acting as Ministers of the House- 
hold. Russia is a case in point: the Prime Minister 
there also presides over the Imperial Household. 
Taking all these things into consideration, we find 
no cause for surprise that His Excellency Ito has 
been appointed Minister of the Imperial House- 
hold, nor any reason to suppose that an intention 
of extending that Department’s functions exists. 
Ifthe public has been perplexed by an appoint- 
ment without precedent in recent times, it is simply 
because the matter has not received sufficient 
examination. We have full His 
Excellency Ito, and we join with our countrymen 
in the hope that he will e the Mikado sound 
advice with regard to the compilation of a Con- 
stitution, to the benefit of his country and of his 
own reputation. 
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THE RIUKIU ISLANDERS. 





(Translated from the Mainichi Shimbun.) 


Some of the customs of the islanders are rather 
amusing. The people are fond of wearing their 
best clothes at all times, even though the cost of 
wearing fine apparel forces them to do with two 
meals a day instead of three. The custom of adopt- 
ing male adults as bridegrooms obtains here just as 
in the main island of Japan, but, strange to say, 
no formal marriage ceremony takes place until the 
expectant bride gives birth to a child. Until the 
woman becomes a mother she has no claim upon 
her husband, but after childbirth divorce is impos- 
sible, and hen-pecked husbands are the rule. In- 
deed, the Japanese who have married women in 
Riukiu often have felt the force of the Pantoffel- 
regiment. Generally speaking, the men lead 
idle lives, while the women support the house- 
hold cares and expenses. Sweet potatoes are 
the great bonne bouche of the islanders, and 
they are wonderful gormandizers. Among the 
upper classes rice is eaten once a day, but the 
common people rarely taste the cereal except on 
high feast-days, or in case of sickness. Rice is 
suppose to bea specific for every known disease. 
Foreigners are all called waran (a corruption of 
Holland or Orando), and the natives positively refuse 
to take medicines compounded in the foreign-style 
Hospital; for they assert that waran drugs, though 
efficacious for the time being, are certain, to prove 
injurious in the long run. This, as the opinion of 
an uncivilized people, is not a matter for wonder, 
but it is rather a pity that they should reject good 
medicines on account of a merely traditional super- 
stition, There are two or three rice-harvests | 
grown every year. The egg-plant and pepper| 
bear fruit all the year round, and are noted for 
their extraordinary productiveness. Many of these 


‘The sugar-cane flourishes everywhere, Shirishima 
being especially famous, and sugar mills are 
to be found in every village. Sago palms are 
equally abundant, and though not manured, will 
grow even in desert districts. The dried and 
powdered pith of the palm can be eaten when 
properly steamed, and the inhabitants generally 
keep a large supply on hand in case the crops fail 
or turn out badly. The fruits, although not so 
palatable, are treated in a similar manner, but 
many of the palms bear no fruit at all, At the 
country residences of the former chieftain, in Shikina 
and Sakiyama, there are a few cherry trees, but 
these are not found elsewhere. The interior of 
the island is notorious for quantities of a black, 
poisonous snake, called kabu, which lives under 
the rocks and in close vegetation. Some of these 
snakes measure five or six feet in length. 
Another species, known as the kanahabu, is red in 
colour and of small size. In the warm season, 
thousands of these serpents lie coiled in the mea- 
dows and pasture lands ; they twist their tails about 
the stems of small plants and lie in wait for the 
passers-by, whom they attack with great ferocity. 
Many people have died from the poisonous bites of 
these noxious reptiles. Contrary to what one 
would expect, the aboriginal cave-dwellers, the 
troglodytes of Riukiu, are not at all afraid of these 
serpents, and catch them with their naked hands. 
The habu® in especial grows furious when ap- 
proached by man, but these fearless cave-dwellers 
catch it just when about to strike, with the greatest 
ease. ‘The skin of the serpents, when of sufficiently 
large size, is made into a cover for the musical in- 
strument called jamisen. ‘This instrument has 
three strings and emits a most melodious sound, 
on which account it is a great favourite with all 
the natives. 





KOREAN TRADE. 


(Translated from the Mainichi Shimbun.) 
"That a treaty between. Great Britain and Korea 
has been ratified by the Soverigns of both countries 
is an undeniable fact, but as to the latter’s treaty 
with Germany, nothing definite has, as yet, trans- 
pired. It was in November of last year, that these 
two European powers, the one represented by 
Harry Parkes, and the other by the German Consul- 
General in Japan, Mr. Zappe, simultaneously com- 
menced negotiations with the Korean Government ; 
the claims brought forward by either of the two 
representatives being—as far as we have heard—of 
asimilar nature. It should certainly be an easy 
task for Germany to carry out her Korean policy to 
her own liking, inasmuch as Mr. Von Móllendorff 
is an important factor in the domestic and foreign 
administration of the Hermit Kingdom. We have 
not yet received trustworthy information in reference 
to the ratification of the German-Korean treaty; but, 
if it has not been ratified, it surely will be so at no 
very distant date,—and has been, perhaps, ere 
now. America has already concluded a treaty 
with Korea, and has even appointed a Minister 
in Sóul. Still other great commercial nations 
in Europe will speedily enter into treaty negotia- 
tions with Korea. According to recent advices, 
Russia has already evinced her willingness to open 
up trade with the Koreans, and a treaty will, no 
doubt, speedily follow. Soon will the open ports 
of Korea be visited by vessels from all parts of the 
world, and settlers will stream in on every side. 
No longer will the benefits of Korean trade be 
exclusively enjoyed by Japanese merchants, as has 
been the case heretofore; and our countrymen will 
have to enter into competition with their foreign 











sBrabably the, beis. Celaber itriqes; quils, couiiugis Te 
Japan, but deemed poisonous by most df the pensants, 

* The hatu is undoubtedly nothing more than the well-known 
Python reticularz;y ot Kock Python, a native of India nnd Southern. 
China. It is not at all poisonous, but will readily indict pretty 
Severe wounds, his Python has been occasionally caught im 
Hongkong, the largest specimen measuring 6 feet 3 inches. 
The Chinese similarly uec fts skin in covering the body of the 
gamhon or samisen, he skin is supposed to be am excellent 








plants bear fruit even after a lapse of ten years. 
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febrifuge, and is largely sold by the native druggists. 
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rivals, if they would retain a profitable footing in 
the Hermit Kingdom. 

Both Europeans and Americans are now welcome 
to reside in the open ports of Korea. And, so far 
as the question of profit and loss is concerned, the 
Japanese merchants do not yield an inch to any 
foreign power, China alone excepted. While we 
are truly proud of this, it causes us at once great 
anxiety. In replying to the question why fo- 
reigners cannot compete with us in Korean trade 
on equal terms, we can call several facts to 
mind which are directly disadvantageous to aliens; 
among these are the inadaptibility of the Korean 
commercial system to civilized traders, the low 
standard of Korean industries, and the world-wide 
dissimilarity between the language and letters 
of Koreans and Europeans. "The Japanese trade 
with the Hermit Kingdom has of late averaged 
about 4,000,000 yen every year, but the business 
transacted was not through the convenient agency 
of either urikomiya or hikitoriya. Take the case 
of the rice export. There are absolutely no regular 
rice-dealers, and buyers are compelled to wait for 
the tedious arrivals of a few desultory bags at 
irregular dates. Fancy what a disagreeable delay 
it would entail upon a wholesale buyer in this 
country had he to go the round of the petty re- 
tailers, instead of applying at once to the Rice 
Exchange. The case is exactly the same with 
gold dust. There are nobullion brokers worthy the 
name, and the foreign buyer is able to make his 
purchase only after a most roundabout fashion, 
And not a little modicum of skill is absolutely 
indispensable in the successful management of 
such petty bargains. Under such perplexing 
circumstances, can or will foreigners enter into 
competition with Japanese merchants in the matter 
of rice and gold-dust? It is more than probable 
that foreigners accustomed to the wholesale employ- 
ment of enormous capital will not be able to endure 
the vexations attendant upon such transactions as 
those we have described. And even should they 
submit to such troublesome business dealings, they 
are certainly not able to manage them with greater 
skill than do our countrymen. Were Korean 
exports at alllike those to which foreigners have 
become accustomed, they might hope to make 
ready profits; but the larger portion of Korean 
exports consists of rice and other cereals, —and 
we certainly know more about rice than do 
any foreign peoples, The Koreans stand on 
as low a social stage compared with us as we 
do in comparison with foreigners. Foreign re- 
sidents in the East are too utterly different from 
the natives of Korea to warrant their standing 
on the footing of buyers and sellers. The pawn- 
broker is the best salesman for such astate of trade. 
What the pawnbroker is to the salesman, the 
Japanese merchants in Korea are to the nativ 
Though dissimilar as to their command of ready 
money, both work, to a great extent, on a similar 
basis. The Tsushima islanders display wonderful 
aptitude in acquiring the Korean language, speak- 
ing it far better than do any Chinese. In this point 
we have a decided advantage over foreigners. But 
even were there no Tsushima, the common cha- 
racters employed by the Koreans are not so very 
different from those of our own language, and this 
fact can be utilized in our favour. Here, again, 
are Westerns without any such facilities of com- 
munication. In short, while giving foreigners full 
credit for their innate acuteness, they cannot nor 
will they become dangerous rivals of Japanese mer- 
chants in Korea; certainly not for the next five or 
ten years. While this is a matter for congratula- 
tion, it is, nevertheless, one-sided and temporary. 
Should Chosen still remain the Chosen of to-day, 
there is no doubt but that the opportunities of 
Japanese merchants would remain as superior as 
they have been heretofore. But Korea will not be 
the semi-barbarous country she is very much longer. 
She, like all other Eastern nations, is destined to 
adopt civilized and improved commercial methods, 
the experience and skill of Japanese 
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and then wil 


iraders in Korea stand them in no great stead. 
That the influence of Japanese traders should, for 
the present, be so overwhelmingly great is due to 
the actual poverty of the Koreans, their ignorance 
of the tradal methods of civilized lands, and their 
slow-witted proceedings when matters of moment 
are at stake. 








GAIETY THEATRE. 
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The Lynch Family Bellringers made their first 
appearance in Yokohama on Monday night before 
a good house. Bellringing is a novelty here, and 
it is but just to say that the Campanologians were 
received with warm applause. It is somewhat dif- 
ficult to describe the style of music in so many 
words; it should be heard to be properly ap- 
preciated ; but it may be referred to in good truth 
as exquisite and most melodious. By far the 
greater portion of the audience were most agree- 
ably disappointed, for few were prepared to hear 
such really excellent music. One docs not know 
which most to admire, the skill of the per- 
formers, or the dulcet notes they produce. A 
most agreeable effect is rendered by the gradual 
transitions from forte to pianissimo, while the rapid 
passages are executed with great delicacy and skill. 
One of the most difficult numbers on the programme 
was the “Chimes, Changes, Joy Bells,” and yet 
it hardly elicited its meed of applause. The per- 
formers reproduce in miniature many of the various 
changes of a chime of eight bells, in such perfect and 
exact time that one is unconsciously reminded of 
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the echoing chimes from some grand old belfry :— |* 


Hark how it falls! and now it steals along 

Like distant bells upon the lake at eve, 

When all is still; and now it grows more strong, 
As when the the choral train their dirges weave, 
Hollow and many-voiced . . . where every close 
O'er the old minster’s roof in echoing waves reflows. 


Our favourites on the programme were the march 
from “ Norma,” the “ Marseillaise" and, in especial, 
the “ Blue Bells of Scotland.” The ballad “Come 
Home, Father,” is very pretty, but rather hack- 
neyed, although it shows the Companologians at 
their best. ‘The duet, ** Home, Swect Home” was 
enthusiastically applauded, and we could gladly 
listen to it again. The Musical Glasses were rather 
less shrill and decidedly more enjoyable than others 
we have heard, although we have no over-great pen- 
chant for the verrophone (e.g. Crispini). Pro- 
fessor Statham is an able musician, far and 
away better than the usual peripatetic;pianists; and 
itisto be regretted that he had no better piano 
to testify to his skill. A poor instrument is always 
a great drawback, no matter how efficient the per- 
former; but a bad one is simply torture in a 
refined form. Mr. J. S. Farron was much ap- 
preciated in his Irish and Dutch impersonations, 
but as for the other comic songs they might al- 
most have been struck out as not in strict keeping 
with the rest of the entertainment. As Denis 
Mulvany in the amusing farce, “The Judge’s 
Substitute,” Mr, Farron was at his best, and kept 
the audience agrin with the richness of his brogue. 
Mr. W. Lynch is a fine dancer, but for true 
«poetry of motion” commend us to the Irish jigs. 

A second performance will be given on next 
Wednesday evening, the 16th inst., with an entire 
change of programme. 














It has been a common occurrence for the Budd- 
hist pilgrims to the Honganji at Kiyoto to be way- 
laid and robbed on their way to the temple. Not 
long ago, the priests of the temple devised a very 
convenient plan by which pious pilgrims could 
arrive at their destination without having to carry 
money on their persons. But even this promising 
idea proved ineffectual to stop the highway rob- 


beries, and so the priests, in despair, applied to 
one Aidzu-no-Kotetsu, a famous gambler and 
ex-bandit on half-pay. ' This interesting gentleman 
promised to check the rapacity of the knights of 
the road. We judge from the above that no one 





is without some fitting employment, and no man 
without some peculiar genius.— Choya Shimbun. 
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IN THE TOKIYO COURT OF APPEAL 
(KOSO SAIBANSHO). 
FABER E Se 
Before Nisutxara Tarsu, Esq, Judge, and Two 
Judges Assisting —Wepnespay, 16th April, 
1884. 





Mr. Uchiyama Rossetsu appeared for the appel- 
lant, and Captain G. E. O. Ramsay for the 
respondent. 

In the matter of a Marine Court of Enquiry into 
theloss of the. Mitsu Bishi Mail Steamship Com- 
pany's steamer Akifsushima Maru. 

Between Johannes Frahm, Danish subject, late 
master of the steamship Adrtsushima Maru, b 
his attorney P. Frahm, of No. 149, Bluff, Yoko- 
hama, Appellant; and the Kwansen_ Kioku of 
the Noshomusho, by its Minister H.E. Saigo 
"Tsukumichi, Respondent. 

The petition of Johannes Frahm, late master 
of the steamship Akitsushima Maru, shows as 
follows :— 


1.—That a marine of court of enquiry into circumstances 
attending the loss of the said steamship met at Tokio 
the 12th of November, 1883, and sat for the hearing of the 
testimony of witnesses on that day and on the 13th and 
14th days of November. 

2.— That the said court was composed of Messrs. G. E. 
O. Ramsay, President; with Thomas Henry James and 
Archibald F. Macnab as Assessor 

3.—The judgment of the said court was given on the 
19th day of November, 1885. 

4,— Dy the said judgment the court found as follows : 

We find the master guilty of 

ast. Error in judgment by over-estimating the speed and 
leeway on the gth of October. 

and. Imprudence in shaping his course direct for the 
land at a speed of 8 knots from midnight of the oth Octo- 
ber: and also for running the ship at the same speed on a 
N.W. by N. course immediately after sighting the light at 

* the roth Octobe: 
3rd. Neglect of duty in leaving the bridge and deck 
whien so uncertain of his position and distance from the 
land while the ship was steaming full speed towards it. 

We therefore advise that his certificate of competency as 
master be suspended for 12 months. 

Also we consider the chief officer, Mr. John C. Werner, to 
have contributed in a great measure to the disaster in 
neglecting to call the master when the light disappeared, in 
not turning her head to seaward or not reversing the engines 
to full speed astern, consequently we recommend that his 
certificate of competency as first mate be suspended for 6 
months. 

In both cases the suspension to be from dateof judgment. 

(Signed) G. E. O. Ramsay, President. 
Thos, H, James, 
A. F. MACNAD, 


So That your petitioner wishes to appeal from the said 
judgment on the grounds following :— 
1.—The charge against your petitioner was for “ causing 
the loss of the vessel by kis wrongful act or default.” ut 
the evidence produced to the court showed that the actual 
cause of the loss of the Abitsushima-maru wasthe exsitence 
of a false light on the coast in the neighbourhood of Siriya- 
i closely resembling the light from the lighthouse on 
Sirlya-saki that every person of experience on board the 
steamer was deceived by it. That as the stranding of the 
vessel followed so quickly after sighting the false light the 
loss of the said steamer must be attributed directly to the 
existence of such false light on the morning of the accident 
and not to the cause upon which your petitioner was 
charged under section 10 of the government regulations 
namely “causing the loss of the vessel by his wrongful act 
or default." 
2.—That the said court was in error to the prejudice of 
your petitioner in failing to obtain evidence as to the exist- 
ence and true position of the said false light. Therefore 
the evidence of the seaman Nakashiyo Chogiro to the effect 
that the light which was sighted was taken by every person 
on board the steamer to be the Siriya-seki light must be 
taken to be correct. It is true that the statement of this 
witness as to the colour of the light was not clear, but he 
was distinct in stating that the colour and appearance of the 
two lights were the same. 

"That the “imprudence” of which your petitioner was 
convicted by the court was directly induced by the existence 
of the false light at a point where your petitioner had no 
previous notice or knowledge of its existence. The final 
statement made by your petitioner fo the court is sufficient 
to show this; and the evidenee which was adduced to the 
court was sufficient to prove that the mistake of believing 
this light to be the Siriya-scki light was shared in by every 
practical mariner on board the ship. Up to 4 o'clock of the 
morning of the roth of October the action of your petitioner 
had been prudent and cautious. After the severe weather 
which the steamer had experienced on the Sth and oth of 
October during which the vessel was not under control 
either as to speed or steerage, it would be dangerous to 
attempt to enter the Tsugaru Straits without first making the 
Siriya-scki light. But the position of that light is so well 
known that after it is once sighted and a bearing obtained, 
it may be considered perfectly safe to steam ahead in the 
direction of Cape Blunt, even if the vessel was at the time of 

g such bearings distant only six miles to cast of the 





















$ Assessors. 

































Now until sighting the light at 4 o'clock in the morning 
of the roth October your petitioner was in some doubt as to 
the exact position of the vessel: he was approaching the 
land to obtain a sight of the light or of some well known 
land mark to direct him and to assist him to ascertain his 
exact position. As he did not sight the light at the time he 
expected he took the precaution which every careful seaman 
would take,—namely heading his ship seaward preparatory 
to sounding and attempting by means other than those of 
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stellar observation to ascertain his position. It was during 
this manœuvre that the light was sighted in a direction and 
osition corresponding with those in which he expected to 
find the light. Had the light which was then sighted been 
the Siriya-seki light his position would have been ascertained 
beyond a doubt and it would have been safe for him to 
proceed ; or, more correctly, and to put the proposition in 
Another way,—Had not the false light been burning on the 
morning in question your petitioner would not have been 
deceived : he would have continued to exercise the precau- 
tions he had commenced to take. It was evidently his 
intention not to enter the Tsugaru Straits until he had mad, 
the light or ascertained his position by sighting Siriya-sel 
He was deceived by the fact of the existence of an un- 
authorized light and the loss of the vessel must be taken tu 
be the direct consequence of the existence of such false light 
and not of any wrongful act or default of yonr petitioner. 
4.—lhe speed of the vessel and the lee-way made were 
calculated in the only way in which such matters can be 
Calculated during the violence of a hurricane, when the 
attention of every person is directed toward the immediate 
Safety of the vessel, namely the lee-way by judgment, and 

















the speed by the patent log: and in the absence of unusual 


set or of undue variation in the set of the current the judgment 
of men who have sailed in a ship for some time is generally 
found to be correct ; for experience gained by familiarity 
oun the machine a man handles gives him a power of guess- 
ing correctly. The estimate formed by your petitioner of 
the relative speed and lee-way of the vessel coincided with 
the estimates formed by the engineer as to the speed and by 
the other officers as to the lee-way. It thus follows that even 
if a consultation had been held among the officers of the 
ship as to the position of the vessel, the same decision would 
have been arrived at as was arrived at by your petitioner. 

‘s.—That the reference made by the court to the trim of 
the vessel was unjust to your petitioner. He was ordered 
to proceed to sea. The amount of cargo actually stowed 
differed considerably from the amount he had been told 
Vas to come board ; he had then to fill the after tank with 
water ballast to bring the screw propeller into the water. 
At 16 feet the propeller was only just covered; had the 
ship been lighter “aft” than she was the engines would 
have “raced” more than they actually did and the ship 
would have made less speed and consequently still more lee- 
Way in the gale. Upon the due consideration of all these 
circumstances your petitioner humbly submits that the loss 
of the vessel was not caused by any wrongful act or default 
of his, but was the direct and necessary consequence of the 
exhibition of the false light. Your petitioner begs a favour- 
fable and early consideration of this case that he may not 
be disgraced by an unreversed decision of a naval court 
after many years faithful and diligent service in the Mitsu 
Bishi Company. 

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays: 

That the decision of the Marine Court of Inquiry may be 
reversed, and that his certificate of competency may be 
restored to him. 

(Signed) ATTORNEY FOR THE PETITIONER. 

Yokohama, the 23rd day of Nov., 1833. 


Reply to Petition in appeal re Akitsushima-maru. 
Between Johannes Frahm, late master of the above 
vessel, by his attorney Peter Frahm, of No. 
149 Bluff, Yokohama, the Appellant, and The 
Kuwansen Kioku of the Noshomusho, by its 
Minister H.E. Saigo Tsukumichi, Respondent, 

by his attorney, G. E. O. Ramsay. 
The petitioner wishes to appeal from the said 

judgment on the grounds following:— 


“The charge against your petitioner was for 
causing the loss of the vessel by his wrongful act 
or default.” 

This charge is substantiated, for the master 
Johannes Frahm neglected the most simple rules 
of navigation, never at any one time after the light 
was sighted were any beatings of it taken by com- 

ss. The compass the ship was steered by, being 
on the bridge, no bearings could be taken by it, 
(as elicited in the cross-examination of the chief 
officer by the master) from right ahead, to. 4} 
points on either bow, by master’s statement 6 points 
on each bow; this was called the standard! 

Further, the master never attempted to ascertain 
his position at any time after losing sight of the 
land on the morning of the 6th October : the ship's 
position at noon of the gth was unknown to any one 
on board, nor was it sought to be ascertained ; the 
vessel was not navigated at all, but left to take her 
own course; at midnight of the gth, the master had 
no certain idea of the ship’s position, as shown by 
his own evidence in reply to queries by Lieutenant 
James. 

‘At the time of preparing to take a cast of the 
lead, the master (as by his evidence) thought the 
ship might be in the Tsruga Strait and in sound- 

whereas the vesel found a position for he 





















































scl at a point called Odonosaw, about 15 miles 
south of Siriya-saki: consequently the master was 
in error from 20 to 24 miles as to ship’s position. 





He wilfully neglected the printed instructions 
of his owners, and in fact altogether disregarded 
them, as follows from Book of Regulations :— 

“To the Commander. 

General Regulations. 

“a, You will please distinctly understand that, 
notwithstanding the issue of the following Regu- 

















lations, the entire responsibilty still rests with you 
for the’ safe and efficient navigation of your com- 
mand, and you are requested to bear in mind that, 
although you are expected to make good p. 





you mit under no circumstances run r 
likely to result in accidents, as your first ca 





are must 
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always be the safety of the lives and property with 
which you are entrusted. 

“Should the weather be threatening, we prefer 
that you should delay your departure rather than 
put fo sea against your judgment.” 

Sec. L—&c. “ You must under no circumstances 
run risks as are likely to result in accidents; as 
your first care must. always be the Safety of lives 
and property with which you are entrusted.” 

Which he altogether disregarded, by not taking 
steps to correctly estimate his distance off the 
light. The light seen, so far as the evidence is 
concerned, might have been the mast-head light of 
a steamer proceeding down the coast. 

“1o. During coasting voyages or when near 
land it is expected that you will be on deck during 
the night. In other cases you must enter in the 
night order-book the course to be steered, and all 
instructions necessary for the safe navigation of 
the ship during the night. Should the course 
have to be changed you will note that you are 
to be called for the purpose, and afterwards enter 
fresh instructions.” 

Sec. 10. During coasting voyages, or when 
near land, it is expected that you will be on deck 
during the night, &c.” Disregarded. 

“To the Commanders and Officers, Log Slate. 
Part 2. 

“Sec. 33. The log slate to be carefully written 
up by the officer of each watch at sea, or in port 
alter he is relieved, and the particulars as noted 
below to be particularly attended to. 

* |.—Courses in degrees by standard compass. 

« |T.—Speed of the ship by log. 

* ]LI.— Direction and force of the wind. 

*: ] V.— Barometer to be entered more frequently 
when the weather is unsettled and stormy. 

** V, —Thermometer. 

* VIL—Revolutions of engines per minute. 

** VIL—Number of inches in well. 

* VIIL— Courses and distances made good. 

*IX.—Latitude and longitude and variation 
(and ship's reckoning up to noon each day). 

* X.— Bearings and distance at noon. 

“XL—Draft of water fore and aft at starting, 
and as often afterwards as practicable. 

* XIL—Remarks. 

“ist, State of weather and force of wind. 

“ond, What sails set and when taken in. 

“3rd. The true bearings and distance of any 
land or lights in sight. To find the true bearings 
[and distance from any light or head-land, &c., note 
|distance by patent log from the time when the 
jobject bears four points on the bow, till the time 
when said object is a-beam, due allowance being 
made for tides, &c.” 

Sec. 33. Not attended to. 

“Sec. 3 The Log to be hove every two hours, 
care bei ken that the line is correctly marked; 
the patent log also to be used. 

“The ship’s position is to be ascertained as often 
as possible, and entered in the Log Book. 

** The first officer is expected to see the position 
pricked off on the chart, so as to keep himself 
posted as to the position and course, and com- 
manders are particularly enjoined on all occasions 
when nearing land, or in places of intricate naviga- 
tion to take frequent cross-bearings of any well 
marked jet that may be visible and suitable for 
verifying the position of the ship.” 

Sec. 35. Altogether ignored by master. This 
section requires hand log to be hove every 2 hours. 

** First officer to see ship’s position marked off.” 
Master in his evidence said :—‘ I should be very 
sorry to consult my chief officer about the naviga- 
tion of the ship.” 

“Sec. 40. The ship's log-book is to commence 
with a table of deviations on thestandard compass 
taken in each point, or every ten degrees, and is 
to be kept by the first officer who is required to 
write it up daily from the log slate." 
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Sec. 40. Disregarded. 
Log Book. Part 2. 
* Sec, 43. "he log book when written up by the 
first officer is to be placed before the commander 
for his inspection, each day at noon, and he is to 
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affix als thereto, in proof of his having read 
the same, and ascertained that there are no in- 
accuracies or omissions.” 

Sec. 43. Disregarded. 

‘The printed book of regulations, issued by the Mi- 
tsu Bishi Mail Steamship Company is complete and 
exhaustive ; and sets forth the orders of the direc- 
tors to their commanders especially, in a most clear 
and distinct manner. Still the master of this vessel 
would not carry out the printed instructions of his 
owners; consequently by his wilful negligence in 
not obeying their instructions he throws away 
absolutely a fine, well and strongly built steamer 
valued at $239,000 (cargo inclusive). 

‘The master was not justified in taking the vessel 
to sca from Yokohama in the peculiar trim she was 
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in, viz.: 6 ft. Sor 10 inches by the stern, as the ship 
was not in a seaworthy state and condition, for 





hich state the master was entirely responsible; as 
as been shown by his evidence that the vessel, 





it 
though having 2 speed of 5 ‘knots with the wind at 


S.W.and heading N.N.W. (wind 2 points. abaft the 
port beam) was making 4 points leeway, aving the 
the helm hard down, and still she would take no 
notice of it; thus proving the unseaworthiness of 
the vessel, notwithstanding her speed of 5 knots. 
It was a most fortunate circumstance that the hur- 
ricane force of the wind was not experienced from 
the East, as then the vessel would have been heading 
N.N.W., and making 4 points leeway, her course 
would have been W.N.W. when on the starboard 








['tack ; while on the port tack, heading S.S.W. and 


making 4 points leeway, her course would have been 
W.S.W., result, total destruction of ship and loss of 
alllives: this is but mentioned to show that the 
master was not justified in putting to sea with his 
ship in that trim, and also proves he was not a man 
of mature judgment, nor one to study the interest 
of his owners. 

Part 4 of petition, The appellant saith as fol- 
lows :—'* That as the stranding of the vessel followed 
so quickly after sighting the false light, the loss of 
the said Steamer must be attributed directly to the 
existence of the false light on the morning of the 
accident, and not to the cause upon which your 
petitioner was charged under Section 10 of the 
government regulations, namely, ‘causing the loss 
of the vessel by his wrongful act or default.” It 
is under this clause by his own showing, that he 
was rightfully deprived of his certificate for 12 
months, as he was not justified in leaving the deck 
in charge of the chief officer, in whom by the tenor 
of his evidence he had no confidence; he ought to 
have taken two distinct bearings of this light, ere 
he left the bridge; which would have at once told 
him that he was in most dangerous proximity to 
the land or, that the light seen was not Siriya Saki. 
Neither did he (the master) nor his chief officer 
adopt any one of the most simple rules of naviga- 
tion, to ensure the safety of the vessel, or to 
ascertain her position ; all through it was simply 
guess, guess, from beginning to end : not did the 
master, prior, or subsequent to his leaving the 
deck, point out on the chart the supposed position 
of the ship to the officer to whom he surrendered 
charge at a most critical moment. 

In the sth paragraph of his petition he states 
* that the said court was in error, to the prejudice 
of your petitioner, in failing to obtain evidence as 
to ihe existence and true position of the said false 
light, therefore the evidence of the seaman Naka- 
shiya Chojiro, to the effect that the light which 
was sighted was taken by every person on board 
the steamer to be Siriya Saki lights must be taken 
to be correct.” 

‘This cannot be accepted ; the seaman said it was 
a red light, which testimony was corroborated by 
the statement made to Johannes Frahm (taken 
from his evidence) by a naval officer “ that there 
was a light 6 miles to the southward of shipwreck. 
I understood him to say that that light was put 
there by his orders for the guidance of the fisher- 
men; Í understood him to say it was a red light. 
"The one I saw was a clear bright light." Every navi- 
gator on the coast knows that Siriya Saki isa bright 
white light, and the light he saw must have bcen 
but a small wood fire, or the mast-head light of a 
steamer. It was the duty of the petitioner during 
the time he was at the wreck, to have obtained 
written attested evidence that a false light had been 
exhibited ; and this he signally failed to do; even 
as he signally failed in his duties as a navigator 
and a seaman. 

The Master did not even take time sufficient to 
prove that the light seen was not the mast-head 
light of a steamer going down the coast, ere he left 
the deck. 

Paragraph 9 cannot be accepted as a true 
statement, as his action up to the morning of the 
10th of October, at 4 a.m. had not been prudent 
and cautious for the reasons previously assigned ; 
there is no rcliable record to be found anywhere, 
as to the ship's position until she found one for her- 
self, owing to the Master's want of precaution. 

Paragraph 10 sets forth at the first,—' that 
during the severe weather experienced on the Sth 
and oth days of October, the vessel was not under 
control either as to speed or steerage way." This 
was entirely attributable to the Master, for pro- 
ceeding to sea in that trim which rendered the vessel 
unseaworthy. After experiencing such tempestuous 
weather, no careful, prudent navigator would 
think of shaping his course finally for a given point, 
upon the first glimpse observed of a light which he 
(the Master) mistook for Siriya-saki, but would 
most assuredly before leaving the deck, determine 
accurately his position, by taking careful bearings 
of the light after a fair interval of time had elapsed 
from the time of taking the first bearing; then, 
and then only, would he be justified in retiring to 
his room for a time: this was not done by the 

















Master, and neglect of so doing entailed the loss of 
a fine and truly magnificent steamer. 
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Paragraphs t1 and 12 need no comment, as the 


Paragraph 13.— Had the light which was then” 
(a a.m.) ‘sighted been the Siriya-saki light, his 
position would have been ascertained beyond a 
doubt, and it would have been safe for him to 
roceed.” The ship's position would not have 
een ascertained; it would have been shown (by 

guess) that she was somewhere on a line directly 
to seaward of the light; the distance therefrom 
could not be known; an approximation thereof 
could only be arrived at by guess work, or the 
“cule of thumb,” as it was not possible to obtain 
accurate bearing or bearings thereof by the com- 
pass, on account of the before-mentioned screens. 

1st. It must be here recorded that no prudent 
man, or navigator, would attempt to navigate 
his ship by a compass thus placed : placed in such 
a position as to render a correct bearing being 
taken a matter of impossibility. 

2nd. During tempestuous weather as that ex- 

erienced by the ship on the 8th and oth of October 
last, every master gives more than ordinary atten- 
tion to the navigation of his vessel, but in this case 
the master and his officers are found entirely 
neglecting the navigation of the vessel, and trusi- 
ing simply to the chapter of accidents that all 
would be well; this is proved by the fact that the 
master was about 20 to 24 miles out in his guess- 
work of navigation ; he expected to strike sound- 
ings in the straits, instead of which he sights a 
light (which might have been a steamer's mast-head 
light, or the light of a vessel at anchor) and imme- 
diately, without any attempt of verification by 
ocular observations, or by taking accurate bearings 
of the same by compass, jumps to the unpardon- 
able assumption that it was Siriya-saki, and after 
shaping a course which he only guessed to be 
correct, with indecent haste hands over entire 
charge of the vessel toa man (the Chief Officer) 
in whom he has no confidence, and quits his 
responsible duties without even consulting with 
the Chief Officer, or showing him his position on 
the chart; naturally, seeing the Master thus im- 
prudently acting, the Chief Officer follows his 
example, and does not inform the Master of the 
fact of the light having disappeared, but stands on, 
and the ship succeeds m finding a correct position 
for herself, which, the Master, who took sole re- 
sponsibility of the navigation on his own shoulders, 
failed to do, and also, his officers; for the Master 
never endeavoured at any time to find the exact 
position of the ship, but, as before stated, it was 
merely guess-work with him. It is here well to 
remark that the action taken by the Marine Court 
of Enquiry was truly lenient, and that if the said 
Court erred, it was on the side of mercy, and not of 
severity, for the above Court did not take into its 
consideration the disregarding by the Master of 
the Book of Regulations, published by his owners, 
the Mitsu Bishi Mail Steamship Company, which 
instructions had he but partly followed would have 
prevented the loss of the vessel, and consequently 
the suspension of his certificate (and that of his 
Chief Officer). 

Paragraph 14 of Petition.—The loss of the vessel 
must be entirely attributable to the fact of the 
Master so insanely accepting the light seen as that 
of Siriya-saki, without any attempt at verifying the 
same; the false light does not excuse the Master 
for neglecting the most simple and ordinary pre- 
cautions adopted in navigation ; hence the loss of 
the vessel was caused by his wrongful act or default. 

Paragraph 15.—The speed of the vessel especi- 
ally during this tempestuous weather (and also at 
all times), should have been ascertained by heavin, 
the hand log (and that too in accordance with his 
owners’ instructions, Sec. 35) but which was al- 
together neglected ; had this log been but hove in 
accordance with those instructions, and as is the 
usual practice of navigators, especially during 
tempestuous weather, then the accurate speed oí 
the ship would have been ascertained ; and after 
this had been done, had the log line been taken 
and held immediately over the centre of the after 
compass card, it would have instantly informed the 
master of the amount of leeway the vessel was 
making, and that too with accuracy : here it must 
be most emphatically stated, that a master who 
navigates his ship by guess-work only is certainly 
unfit to be trusted in any position of responsibility 
on board of a ship ; and it is with feelings of regret 
that attention is called to this peculiarity of the 
master’s habit of navigating his vessel in a most 
hazardous and improper manner, i.e., by guess, 
and which resulted in her total loss. 

It is during a hurricane or a severe storm that 
extra precautions are universally taken (except in 
this case) to ensure safe navigation of a ship, and 
thus her safety is secured, and not as is stated 
by your petitioner. “by estimating leeway by 
judgment,” instead of accurate observation in 
accordance with the method above mentioned, or 
by adopting other methods known to navigators in 
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s 2 c | order to determine this essential element. 
master only did that which any navigator would do. | 


g | appellant’s request that Captain Young of the 





It is un- 
necessary to remark upon the concluding part of 
this paragraph, further than to say that the navig: 
tion of a vessel cannot be conducted on the prin- 
ciples of a machine. 

Paragraph 17.—The Master in a peculiarly of- 
fensive manner, in reply to a query of the Court 
(of which no notice was taken by the Court) dis- 
dained asking his officers’ opinions as to the ship's 
position : therefore his remarks in this paragraph 
must be dismissed with contempt, as it was evi- 
dent he looked upon them simply as men unworthy 
of consultation. 

Paragraph 19.—In allusion thereto, it is certainly 
a peculiar trait of this man, that he desires to shift 
his neglect of duty on to the shoulders of his sub- 
ordinate (the Purser) when he says, *that he was 
ordered to proceed to sea :” it was for him to have 
pointed out to the Purser, or Agent of the Company, 
that the vessel was not in trim, instead of which, 
what does he do? but deliberately puts the vessel 
more out of trim, by filling the after tank, and 
thus renders her more unseaworthy; nor did he at 
any time endeavour to remedy this state of affairs, 
which must be considered incomprehensible. 

Referring to the concluding part of this para- 

raph, the loss of the vessel must be attributed to 
the Master's wilful act or default. 

After the stranding of the vessel, the Master did 
not adopt strenuous measures to haul or float he 
off; and by not so doing, he further hastened the 
total destruction of the ship. 

Should your honourable Court desire further and 
more elaborate comments upon the case, so as to 
arrive at a just decision, the Attorney of the Re- 
spondent will be pleased to address the Court, 
either in person, or in writing, replying in full to 
all its queries. 


























Gro. Ramsay, 
Attorney for the Respondent. 
Tokiyo, March 13th, 1884. 


To Nisuiata Torsu, Esq., 
Hanji of the Tokiyo Koso Saibansho. 





On the opening of the Court, the Judge said that 
the present Court was held by order of the Daijo- 
kwan, and therefore the decision would be final, 
and there could be no appeal from it. The legal 
technicalities which at the former sitting of the 
Court caused a postponement, had been complied 
with and the sitting would proceed. 

Mr. Uchiyama Rossetsu, addressing the Court, 
said that the three principal points of grievance of | 
the appellant were as follows :-—(r) That in all] 
Western Courts of this kind the President was 
always a person who had a knowledge of the 
law. The President of the Court of Enquiry, 
Mr. Ramsay, he was sure, had little knowledge of | 
the laws of Western countries and still less of 
Japanese. (2) The decision of the first Court had 
been given in opposition and without regard to 
the evidence given in that Court. (3) That all the 
evidence in the Court below tended to show that 
the appellant was mislead by a light of the same 
description and colour as the Shiriya-saki light, 
which on being first seen bore from the ship in the 
exact direction where the Shiriya-saki light was 
expected to be sighted. That in spite of all this 
evidence being before the Court and in spite of the 





Takasago Maru and his chief officer should be 
summoned, who had both seen the light and had ex- 
pressed their opinion that under the circumstances it 
might well have been mistaken for the Shiriya-saki 
light, the request was disregarded, thus denying the 
appellant an opportunity of justifying his actions. 
He therefore requested that the said gentlemen 
might be called to give evidence in connection 
with this point. In continuing, counsel remarked 
that four reasons had been given by the lower 
Court as their reasons for giving their decision. 
They were first “error in judgment by over esti- 
mating the speed and leeway on the oth October.”’ 
He would remind the Court that when the dis. 
aster occurred the weather was not as calm as at 
present, a hurricane was blowing, even during the 
day-time it was so dark that one could not see 
more than two or three ken ahead ; therefore the 
only way to arrive at the lecway was by estimating 
it. Anyone who has had the experience that the 
Captain had of this vessel would be competent 
under ordinary circumstances to estimate the lec- 











way of his ship very approximately. Two or three 
witnesses had given evidence and they all agreed 
that, although perhaps other vessels under the 
same circumstances might not have made four 
points leeway, they considered that the Akitsu- 
shima Maru made this much at the time and 
based thcir asscrtions on the previous behaviour of 
the ship. In the answer to the petition of appeal 
paragraph 15, respondent remarks that had the 
log-line been taken and held immediately over the 
centre of the after compass-card, it would have in- 
stantly informed the master of the amount of lee- 
way the vessel was making, and that too with 
accuracy.” This the Counsel contended might 
sound very well in the school-room or might be of 
some use in moderate weather, but in this case the 
Court must remember that the wind was blowing 
with hurricane force which would naturally carry 
the line over the compass far to leeward and there- 
fore could not possibly be any guide to the master 
in estimating the actual leeway he was making. 
Again in paragraph two, of the judgment of the 
lower Court the second reason was “imprudence 
in shaping his course direct for the land at 
a speed of 8 knots from midnight of the gth of 
October and also for running his ship at the 
same speed on a N.W. by W. course immediately 
after sighting the light at 4 a.m. on the roth 
October." Regarding this point, the Captain and 
every one on board thought the light seen was the 
Shiriya-saki light, it being of the same size and 
colour, and was picked up in the direction expected, 
namely, bearing West. For the three previous 
days they had been unable to take an observation 
the weather being too thick. But they calculated 
to come across the light bearing West where it was 
first seen. ‘The appellant had stated that when he 
first saw the light, he looked at it steadily for eight 
or nine minutes, and came to the conclusion that 
it was the Shiriya-saki light. The chief officer in 
his evidence corroborated this statement, and 
estimated its distance from 10 to 15 miles from the 
ship. The third mate also said he thought 
light to be the lighthouse. Nakashiyo Chojir 
being asked what light it was replied the Shiriya-saki 
ight. On being questioned as to its colour 
he said it was red. Am again upon being 
interrogated as to the colour of the Shiriya-saki 
light he said that was red also, whereas the 
Shiriy: ki light was white. Some pcople were 
colour blind, the Counsel did not say that the wit- 
ness Chojiro was so, but there was every presump- 
tion of. it, he having declared that both the lights 
were red. when it was an established fact that that 
fromthe lighthouse was white. Four competent of- 
ficers had stated that the light seen was a white light 
yet the Court had ignored their evidence in favour 
of one of the common sailors, and had come to the 
conclusion that the light seen was red. The appel- 
lant and his officers agreed that the light when 
first seen was between 10 and 15 miles off, but even 
if it had only been six miles off the course steered, 
supposing it had been the Shiriya-saki light, would 
have taken the vessel clear of all dangers. With 
regard to the third reason given for the judgment 
namely, “ neglect of duty in leaving the bridge and 
deck when so uncertain of his position, and distance 
from the land vhile the ship was steaming full 
speed towards it,” the Counsel argued that if he 
could show that the appellant was justified in con- 
cluding that the light was Shiriya-saki, and there 
fore he could go to rest without fear, this reason for 
the decision would fall through. 

Counsel then formally applied to the Court for 
permission to call Captain Young and his Chief 
Officer, and that their evidence might be taken, as 
he considered their testimony would materially 
assist his client. 

Mr. Rossetsu then referred to the respondent’s 
answer which stated that no bearings had been 
taken by the compass, but the evidence of the 
appellant and his officers went to show that bear- 
ings must have been taken, for they unanimously 
agreed that the light bore West. The Counsel 
wished to state that the evidence of each of 
these witnesses, in the lower Court, had been taken 
in the absence of the others and yet all had agreed 
on this point. The answer of respondent also 
says that the appellant never attempted to ascer- 
tain his position at any time after losing sight of 
the land on the morning of the 6th October, that 
the vessel had not been navigated at all, but allowed 
to go on her own course and that everything had 
been done by guess. But the Court must remem- 
ber that for 40 hours previous to the catastrophy 
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neither sky nor land could be scen, therefore no 
observation could be taken, consequently the only 
way the Captain could judge of the ship’s position 
was by estimating the speed of the vessel, 
the leeway, and the courses steered. Previous 
to 5.30 p.m. on the gth October the weather 
had been so tempestuous that the Captain was 
unable-to get to his cabin where his charts and 
instruments were kept, but the weather slightly 
moderating at that time he was enabled to procure 
the chart, and after considering the foregoing 

oints, judge of the ship's position. The Captain 
Po his evidence stated that he thought he was in the 
Tsugaru Straits, whereas the vessel was subsequently 
wrecked near a place called Odonosawa, 15 miles 
south of Shiriya-saki, This showed that the master 
was from 20 to 24 miles out of his reckoning. 
When, however, the dirty state of the weather for 
the three previous days was taken into consideration 
and also the strong variable currents that exist on 
that coast, it was not surprising. ‘This was not the 
first case of the kind, there had been several others. 
About the same time that the Akitsushima Maru 
was lost, the steamship Khiva reported having in 
12 hours got 40 miles out of her reckoning owing 
to the variableness of the currents. It was not, 
therefore, strange that the master of this vessel 
should, after forty hours bad weather, find himself 
24 miles out. The respondent's answer stated that 
the appellant neglected the printed instructions 
of his employers. With reference to the writing 
up of the log and other such standing orders, there 
Were occasions when these regulations could not 
be carried out. They were trifling matters in com- 
parison to the safety of the lives of the passengers 
and the ship. Furthermore, it was laid down in 
the printed directions referred to, that the Master's 
“first care must always be the safety of lives and 
property with which he is entrusted.” Counsel 
thought the Court would agree with him that under 
circumstances similar to those under review, it was 
the duty of the Master to use his own discretion, 
even should he have to disregard the minor points 
in the printed instructions which were only issued 
as general instructions. 

His Honour then granted Mr. Rossetsu's request 
that Captain Young and his chief officer should be 
called and their evidence taken. Hethen adjourned 
the hearing to the 22nd instant, when Mr. Uchi- 
yama Rossetsu could continue his pleading. 





























NIPPON RACE CLUB. 
STE CS 
The Spring Meeting of the Nippon Race 
Club will take place on Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, the Sth, gth, and 10th of May. Pro- 


gramme and Entre! 





Firsr Day—Tnvnspay, 8ra May. 


‘The Jara CRITERION, a Sweepstake of $10 each | 


with 850 added; for Japan Ponies that have 

never won a race prior to date of entry; weight 

as per scale; Griffins at date of entry 7b. 

Allawance ; Subscription Griffins at same da 

Tol. allowance; winners since date of entr 

7lb. extra for each race won ; last pony to pay 

end pony's entrance fee. Five Furlongs. 
Kamakura ]L, Yobiko, Moonlight, Moonbeam (late 

‘Tweellcdum), Vermouth, Shinobadzu, Yanagawa, Blair 

Athol, Mist, Muddle. 

The Criteron Stakes, value $100; for China 
Ponies that have not won a race since tst July, 
1883; weight as per scale; previous winners 
jlb.éxtra. Once Round. Entrance $5. 

Sunlight (late Young Duke), Mandarin, The Bad Boy 

(ate Primrose), Tam O'Shanter, Roebuck. 

The Hatr-Brep Maen Sraxes, a Sweepstake 
of $10 each, with $50 added, for Hall-Bred 
Ponies that have never won a race in Tokio or 
Yokohama; five ponies to enter and three 
ponies to start, or no race ; weight as per scale. 
Vive Furlongs. 

Shi-un, Nécapu, koko-un, Tabin, Vudachi, Hatsuge. 

The Dirtox vric Cur, presented; for China and 
Japan Ponies; weight as per scale; Maidens 
-7ib. allowance ; Subscription Griffins 1olb. al 
lowance ; winners of three races of once round 
and under since January, 1883, 10lb. extra. 
‘Three Quarters of a Mile.’ Entrance $10. 
or, Sunrise, Sunshine, Sunli a i 

Victor, Sunrise, Sunshine, Sunlight, Lowland Laddie, 
suo Cur, presented; for Japan 

s; weight as per scale; winners a 

races in 1883, 71b. extra ; winners in 1884, 71b. 
extra, penalties accumulative; Maidens 7Ib. 
allowance; Subscription Griffins rolb. allow- 
ance. Halfa Mile. Entrance $5. 

Kamakura 11., e, Shinobadzu, Yana- 


awa, Sumizome, Katerfelto, i, Kachidoki, Tou 
Slair Athol, Dawn, Muddle, Mist. Vio ier 
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‘The Bankers’ AND Brokers’ Cur, presented ; for 
China Ponies; weight as per scale, with 10lb. 
extra; non-winners since rst July 1883, 7lb. 
Allowance; to be ridden by members of the 
Club; Jockeys who have had three or more 
winning mounts at meetings of the N.R.C. 
Jib. extra; Jockeys who have never had a wi 
hing mount sib. allowance. One Mile and 
Three Quarters. Entrance $5- 

Sunshine, Sunlight, Dartmoor, The Bad Boy, Lowland 
Laddie, Curiosity, Mongol, Basuto. 
The Grirrixs’ SweersTaxes, for Japanese Sub- 

scription Grifins; a sweepstake of $10 each ; 
weight as per scale; winners since date of 
entry, sib. extra for each race won. Half a 
Mile. 

Moonshine, Moonstone, Kumamoto, Star. 

The Navy anp_Visrrors’ Cup, presented; for 
Japan and China Ponies ; weight as per scales 
winners at the Meeting 7lb. extra; non-win- 
ners since rst July, 1883, 7lb. allowance; 
Maidens 1olb. allowance. One Mile and a 
Quarter. Entrance $5. 

Sunrise, Sunshine, Sunlight, Kajiki, Kachidoki, Lowland 
Laddie, Curiosity, Mongol. 

















Seconp Day—Fainay, gri May. 

The Cessrewrrcn Stakes, a forced Sweepstake 
of $10 each, $5 foreit, for all China 'onies 
entered at the Meeting; the winner to receive 
$125, and the second pony $50; to be handi- 
capped by the Committee; the Handicap to 
be published within three days after closing of 
entries; declarations of forfeit to be made 
within seven days of closing of entries; mini- 
mum weight gst. 7lb.; winners after publication 
of weights, sib. extra for each race won. One 
Mile and a Quarter. 

Victor, Sunrise, Sunshine, Sunlight, Dartmoor, Mandarin, 
The Bad Boy, Lowland Laddie, Tam O'Shanter, Curiosity, 
Roebuck, Mongol, Basuto. 

The Nursery Srakes, a forced Sweepstake for 
all Japanese Subscription Griffins ot $15 each, 
with $100 added; the winner to receive 75 per 
cent., and the second pony 25 per cent.j last 
pony to pay third pony's entrance fee; weight 
as per scale; Three Quarters of a Mile. If 
fewer than ten ponies are entered, the added 
money will be reduced to $50. 

Moonshine, Moonstone, Vermouth, Kumamoto, Star. 
The Nosuowusuo Prize, presented; for Half- 

bred ponies; weight as per scale; 
three races in 1883, Ljlb. extra; winners in 

s accumulative; Mai- 

Once Round and a Dis- 











1884, 71b. extra, penalti 
dens 7lb. 
E 


lowa 
tance. trance $5. 

Kanehori, Shi-un, Nécapu, Koko-un, Ko-un, Tabin, 
| Dublin, Yudachi, Hatsuge. 

The Lapis’ Purse, presented; for Japan and 

China ponies; Japan Ponies weight as per 

scale, China ponies weight as per old scale, 

with 1olb. added in each case; Maidens 7lb. 
allowance ; Subscription Griffins (non-winners) 
14lb. allowance; to be ridden by members of 
the Club; jockeys who have had three or more 

winning mounts at meetings of the N. R. C. 

7lb. extra: jockeys who have never had a 

winning mount glb. allowance. Half a Mile. 

trance $10. 

Victor, Sunrise, Sunshine, Sunlight, Yanagawa, Sumi- 
zome, Katerfelto, Blair Athol, Roebuck, Dawn. 

The Y. U. C. Cur, presented ; for China Ponies; 
weight as per scale; winners at the meeting, 
of one race 7Ib. extra, of two races, or of any 
race over “once round,” rolb. extra; non- 
winners since 2st July, 1883, 7lb. allowance ; 
Maidens 1olb. allowance. One Mile and a 
Half. Entrance $5. 

Sunshine, Sunlight, Dartmoor, The Bad Boy, Lowland 
Laddie, Tam O'Shanter, Curiosity, Mongol. 

The Guaiwusuo Cuattence Prize, presented 
by the Minister of Foreign Affairs; value yen 
500; for Japanese Ponies to be won at two 
Consecutive meetings by the same pony; en- 
trance fees to go to the winner until the prize 
is finally won; weight as per scale. Three 
Quarters of a Mile. ^ Entrace $10. 

Kamakura II., Yobiko, Annandale, Moonlight, Y: r 
Sumizome, Kajiki, Kachidoki, aN ai oaee 
The Weicnt CARRIERS’ Sraxes, a Sweepstake 

of $10 each with $50 added; for Japan and 
China Ponies ; weight as per scale, with 14lb. 
added; winners at the meeting 5lb. extra ; to 
be ridden by members of the Club; jockeys 
who have had three or more winning mounts 
at meetings of the N. R.C. 7lb. extra; jockeys 
who have never had a winning mount sib. 
allowance. Once Round. 

Victor, Sunrise, Sunshine, Sunlight, Dartmoor, Curiosity, 

uto. 

The FLy-Away STAKES, a Sweepstake of $5 each 

with $50 added; for Japan and China Ponies; 






































weight as per scale; winners and non-starters 
at the meeting excluded. Seven Furlongs. 
Sunrise, Sunlight, Annandale, Shinobadzu, Yanagawa, 
Sunizome, Mandarin, Kajiki, Kachideki, To-um, Lowland 
Laddie, Tam O'Shanter, Roebuck, Dawn, Mongol. 


Tuirp Day—Saturpay, 10TH May. 


The Hurpte Race, a Sweepstake of $5 each, with 
$50 added; for Japan and China Ponies; over 
Six (6) flights of hurdles; China Ponies tI 
stone, pes Ponies 10st. 7lb. Once Round 
and a Distance 

Sunlight, Mandarin, Tam O'Shanter, Curiosity, Roebuck. 
The Mempers’ Pars, value $150; for Japan and 

China ponies; weight as per scale, with 10lb. 
added; winners at the Meeting 5lb. extra for 
each race won; to be ridden by members of 
the Club; jockeys who have had three or more 
winning mounts at meetings of the N.R.C. 7lb. 
extra; jockeys who have never had a winning 
mount sib. allowance. Five Furlongs. En- 
trance $10. 

Victor, Sunrise, Sunshine, Sunlight, Dartmoor, Kater- 
felto, Blair Athol, Dawn, Basuto. 

‘The Har-Brep HANDICAP, a Sweepstake of $10 
each, with $50 added; a forced entry for all 
Half-bred Ponies entered at the Meeting; the 
Handicap to be framed as soon as possible 
after the last Race on the Second Day. Once 
Round. 

Kanchori, Shiun, Nécapu, Koko-un, Ko-un, Tabin, 
Dublin, Yudachi, Hatsuge. 

The Grirein Haxpicar, a handicap for Japanese 
Subscription Griffins; a forced sweepstake of 
$10 each, with $50 added; halt-forfeit ; the 
winner to receive 75 per cent., and the second 
pony 25 per cent, ; the Handicap to be framed 
as soon as possible after the last race on the 
Second Day; winners after publication of 
weights, slb. extra. Five Furlongs. 

Moonshine, Moonstone, Vermouth, Kumamoto, Star. 
The Jaran Consotation, value $100; for all 

beaten Japan Ponies at the Meeting; weight 
as per Scale. Five Furlongs. Entrance $5. 

Kamakura Il, Yobiko, Annandale, Moonlight, Moon- 
beam, Shinobadzu, Yanagawa, Sumizome, Katerfelto, 
Kachidoki, To-um, Blair Athol, Dawn. 

The Cuina Consoxation, value $100; for all 
beaten China Ponies at the Meeting ; weight 
as per scale. Once Round. Entrance $5. 

Victor, Sunlight, Mandarin, The Bad Boy, Lowland 
Laddie, Tam ©’ Shanter, Curiosity, Roebuck, Mongol, 
Basuto. 

The Mirsu Bisur CuaLtencr Cur, presented 
by the Mitsu Bishi Mail Steamship Company ; 
for Japan Ponies; to be won at two consecu- 
tive meetings by the same Pony; a forced 
entry for all winners at the Meeting, except 
winner of Race No. 1, Third Day; winners of 
one Race, $10 entrance; of two Races, $25; of 
three or more Races, $40; optional to non- 
winners at an entrance of $5; entrance fees to 
be paid to the winner until the Cup is finally 
won; weight as per scale. Once Kound. 

The Kuwaisuo Prize, presented; for China 
Ponies; weight as per scale. One Mile and a 
Quarter. Entrance $10. 

Sunrise, Sunshine, Dartmoor, Lowland Laddie, Curiosity, 
Mongol. 

‘The Sprinc Hanpicar, value $125; handicap for 
Japan and China Ponies that have run at the 
Meeting; the Handicap to be framed as soon 
as possible after the last Race on the Second 
Day; winners after publication of weights slb. 
extra. Once Round. Entrance $5. 

Sunrise, Sunshine, Sunlight, Moonlight, Annandale, 
Shinobadzu, Yanagawa, Sumizome, Kajiki, Kachidoki, 
"To-um, The Bad Boy, Lowland Laddie, Curiosity, Roebuck, 
Dawn, Mongol, Basuto. 





























Nore :—Whenever the terms “ Griffins” or 
“Subscription Griffins” are used in the above 
programme, they shall be understood to mean 
ponies that were bona fide griffins at date of entry. 

All China Subscription Griffins of Spring, 1883, 


will be cligible to run as Maidens. 











Post ENTRIES. 

‘The following post-entries have been received 
for the Subscription Griffin Races at the Spring 
Meeting of the Nippon Race Club :— 

FIRST DAY. 
_No. 7.—The Grirrtns’ SWERPSTAKES.—San-no, 
Karasu-mori, Tobi'ume, Foudre, Kanga-rebei. 
SECOND DAY. 


The Nursery Stakes.—San-no, Kara- 
obi'ume, Foudre, Kanga-rebei. 


No. 2. 
sumori, 








THIRD DaY. 








No. 3—The Grivrix Handicap.—San-no, Kara- 
su-mori, Tobi'ume, Foudre, Kanga-rebei, 
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LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
MON i bore, 
[REUTER “ SreciaL” ro “Japan Matt.”] 


Peking, April 11th. 
The Peking Gazette announces the removal 
of Prince Kung, Pau-chwen, Li Hong-tsau, 
Ching Lien, and Ung Tung-ho, from the mern- 
bership of the Grand Council. The same issue 
gives the appointment of Prince Li, Nga-lo Ho- 
poo, Yén Ching-ming, Ministers of Treasury ; 
Chang Chi-wan, Minister of Justice; and Sit 
Yii-wen, Assistant Minister of Works, as their 
successors in the Council. 
Shanghai, April 13th. 
MINISTERIAL CHANGES IN CHI 
Telegrams received here from Peking state 
that the Empress has publicly degraded Prince 
Kung and four members of the Privy Council 
for their dilatoriness in the Tonquin affair. 








London, April 12th. 
THE FRENCH IN TONQUIN. 

The French troops have bombarded Hung- 
hoa. The Chinese set fire to the town, and then 
fled without offering any resistance. 

London, April 14th. 
AFFAIRS IN THE SOUDAN. 

A rumour at Suakim has been telegraphed 
from Egypt that Khartoum has fallen and. that 
General Gordon has been taken prisoner. 

London, April 16th. 
SAFETY OF GENERAL GORDON. 

Despatches have been received from General 

Gordon dated April 8th. He was then safe. 
London, April 16th, 4.55 p.m. 

Cotton, Mid. Upland, 61d. Yarns, market 
4d. higher, Shirtings, market 1d. higher. Silk, 
no change. 





[From rae “HoncKone Darry Press.”] 


London, March 31st. 
AFFAIRS IN THE SOUDAN. 

Latest advices state that General Gordon with 
3,000 Egyptian troops made a sortie from 
Khartoum when the Egyptians fled and aban- 
doned their guns. Two hundred were killed. 

THE FRENCH IN MADAGASCAR. 
It is announced that the French claim sove- 
reignty over the North West Coast of Madagascar. 
London, April 2nd. 
AFFAIRS IN THE SOUDAN. 

Advices from the Soudan state that the Mahdi 

has rejected the Sultanship of Kordofan. 


London, 3rd April. 
SUEZ CANAL DUES. 

It is further announced that the Suez Canal 
pilotage dues will not be abolished until 2nd July. 
GREAT FIRE IN LONDON. 

A terrible fire has broken out in Paternoster 
Row destroying a very large amount of property. 
London, 6th April 
PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE. 
The House of Lords has adjourned for the 
Easter Holidays until April 21st. 
AFFAIRS IN THE SOUDAN. 
It is stated that Suakim will be garrisoned by 
a detachment of General Wood’s army. 
THE DEATH OF PRINCE LEOPOLD. 
The Duke of Albany was entombed at Windsor 
on Saturday with great ceremony, Her Majesty 
the Queen being present. 


METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 
Se 
For Weex Bro Fripay, ApriL 1TH, 1884, 








Observatory of Daigaku, Moto 





icho, Hongo, Tokiyo, Japan. 
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Heavy line represents barometer. 
Light continuous line 





Pasi aR ai NAE — — represents velocity of wind 


‘The barometer is reduced to the freezi 
of the sea. 

* Rain in Inches. + Direction of Wind. 1 Weather. 

Maximum velocity of wind a9.2 miles per hour on Friday, 
ata p.m. 

The highest reading of the barometer for the week was 30.479 
inches on Friday at 11 p.m., and the lowest was 29.863 inches on 
Thursday, at 6 p.m. 

The highest temperature for the week was yo.0 on Wednes- 
day and Thursday, and the lowest was 37.3 on Friday. The maxi- 
mum and minimum for the corresponding week of last year were 
78.0 and 37.0 respectively. 

‘The total amount of rain for the week was 1.491 inches, against 
0.931 inches for the corresponding week of last year, 


percentage of humidity 
ng point and to the level 














MAIL STEAMERS. 
E NEST, 


THE NEXT MAIL IS DUK 


From America .. per P. M, Co, — To-day.* 
From Hongkong. per P. & 0. Co. Monday, April zrst.t 


From Shanghai, 
Nagasali, HI M.B.Co. Thursday, April 24th. 
obe ls 
From Europe, 
vid Hongkong. per O. &O. Co. Thursday, April z4th.t 


From — Europe, 
vid Hongkong. per M. M.Co. Tuesday, April jn. 
Friday, May 2nd.§ 


From America ... per P. M. Co. 

* City af. Rio de Janeiro left San Francisco on March 2th, 
+ Thibet left Nagasaki on April 18th. $ Oceanie (wi hi 
mail) left Hongkong on April 18th. $ City of Tokio left San Eran- 











cisco on April rath, 


THE NEXT MAIL LEAVES 








For Hakodate ... per K. U. Co. Saturday, April 19th. 
For Kobe per M. B. Čo. Saturday, April 19th. 
For Europe, vià 

ongkong ... perM.M.Co. Sunday, April 20th. 
For Europe, via 

Hongkong ..perP.&O.Co. Sunday, April 27th. 
For America...... per O. &O. Co. Sunday, April 27th. 
For Shanghai, 

Kobe, and ẹper M. B.Co. Tuesday, April 22nd 

Nagasaki... 





The arrival and departure of mails by the Occidental and 
Oriental, the Pacific Mail, and the Peninsular and Oriental 
Companies, are approximate only. 





YOKOSUKA STEAMERS. 


The Yokosuka steamers leave the English 
Hatoba daily at 8.15 and 10.45 a.m., and 12.30, 
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2.30, and 4.30 p.m.; and leave Yokosuka at 6.40 
and 9.45 a.m., and 12m, and 1.45 and 4.15 p.m. 


UNIVER 
URB 


CHESS. 
————— 
By Mr, A. C. Pearson. 





White to play, and mate in 3 moves. 


Solution to Chess Problem of the 12th April, 1884, 
by C. CALLANDER. 
White. Black. 


1.—Q. to Q. 2. to K. 
2.—0. to Ò. B. 3 ch. 
3—R. to K. 2, mate. 








if 
2.—Q. to Q. 6 ch. 
3—R. to K. 2, mate. 
if r=P. to B. 
to Q. 6 ch. 2.—K. to K 





to R. 6, mate. 

if 1.—K.to Kt 
2—R. takes P. ch. 2.—AÀnything. 
3—Q. mates. 





from “W.H. 





Correct answers received 
vat 








TIME TABLES. 

—e 

OKIO RAILWAY. 
Yoxouama Station at 6 


9-45, and 11.00 a.m., and 12. 
0, 4-45," 6.00, 7.1 0, 9 







455 
5, 1-30, 
and 11.00 





7 








The Trains Leave Toxto (Shinbashi) at 6.45, 
8.00, 9.15,* 9.45, and 11.00 a.m., and 12.15, 1.30, 
2:45» 4-00, 4.45," 6.00, 7.15, 8.30, 9.45, and 11.00]. 
p.m. 

lote marked with un through without stopping at Tea: 

i 


rumi, Kawasaki, and Omori Stations, Those with (1) are the 
same asabove with the exception of stopping at Kawasaki Station. 





UYENO-SHINMACHI RAILWAY. 
The Trains leave UyENo at 7 and 11.30 a.m. 
and 4 p.m., and Suiwmacut at 7 and 11.30 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. 
The Fares are:—Special-class (Separate Com- 
partment), yen 3.00; First-class, yen 1.78; Third- 
class, sen 89. _ 








In Ishikawa Prefecture, the education fund con- 
tributed by the people has amounted to more than 
2,000 yen. In the course of ten years the sum will 
be so large, that the interest alone will defray all 
the educational expenses of the entire prefecture. 

From January to March last, 124 applications 
were made to ihe Hiyogo Kencho by forcigners 
for permission to visit Kigoto; and 33 foreign pass- 
ports were granted to natives: 10 for New York, 
10 for Shanghai, 5 for London, 3 for Hongkong, 2 
for Singapore, 2 for England, 1 for Ohio, and 1 for 
Melbourne.—Mainichi Shimbun. 

* 


It has a 





ane 
ready been reported that the compilation 
of the Civil Codes is rapidly being completed by 
the authorities. We now understand that the laws 
respecting individuals are finished, and those 
respecting inheritance have been common 
There being various different methods of inherit- 
ance existing in Japan, several difficult questions are 
said to have presented thémsclves to the compilers. 

A project is on foot to establish asteamship com- 
pany at Inchhón, with a capital of 500,000 yew. 
Several vessels will be purchased from the Ship 
Building Bureau at Hiogo. 

Of 4,971 males and 284 females convicted of 
various offences at the Courts of Tokiyo, 813 were 
of the Tendai sect of Buddhism, 071 of Zenshiu, 
1,409 of Nichirenshiu, 755 of Shinshiu, 581 of Shin- 
gonshiu, 706 of Jodoshiu, 107 were Shintoists, and 
and the rest of unknown creeds.—Choya Shimbun. 


Original from 
SITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
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LATEST SHIPPING. 
AF E M ue 
ARRIVALS. 

Lucia, British bark, 640, C. Crowley, 10th April, 
— Takao 19th March, 15,000 bags Sugar.—]. 
E. Collyer & Co. 

Saiko Maru, Japanese steamer, 65, Nomura, toth 
April,—Shimidzu, 8th April, General.—Sei- 
riusha. 

Will o' the Wisp, British steamer, 165, F. Owston, 
10th April, — Hakodate 8th April, Fish and Oil. 
.—H. MacArthur. 

Onoura Maru, Japanese steamer, 104, Sugimoto, 
inh April;—Fukuda oth April, General.— 
Fukudasha. 

Seisho Maru, Japanese steamer, 210, Isoda, 11th 
April, —Kobe gth April, General.—Seiriusha. 

Seirio Maru, Japanese steamer, 428, Tamura, 13th 

pril, — Yokkaichi 11th April, General; — 
Mitsu Bishi M. S.S. Co. 
Sekirio Maru, Japanese steamer, 349, Fukui, 13th 














April, —Yokkai chi roth April, General.—Mitsu 
Bishi M. S.S. Co. 
Takasago Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,230, C. 





Young, 13th April, —Kobe 11th April; Gene- 
ral.—Mitsu Bi: hi M. S.S. C 

Ohame Maru, Japanese steamer, 148, Ichishima, 
14th April,—Toba iih April General.— 
Handasha. 

Shima Maru, Japanese steamer, 230, 
rgth April,—Kobe 12th April, 
Kiyodo Unyu Kwaisha. 

Volga, French steamer, 1,583, Du Temple, 14th 
‘April,—Hongkong 8th April, Mails and Gene- 

l.—Messageries Maritimes Co. 





Toyoshima, 
General.— 








Asahi Maru, Japanese steamer, 342, Kimura, 15th 
April,—Kobe 13th April, General, —Naka- 
murasha. 

Kowyeki Maru, Japanese steamer, 68, Masuda, 15th 
‘April,—Yokkaichi 12th April, General.— 
Kowyekisha. 

Saikai Maru, Japanese steamer, 102, Nor 





General 





18th April — Toba 
Yamamoto Kwaisha. 
Taganoura Maru, Japanese si 


13th April, 





amer, 459, Matsu- 






moto, 16th April, — Vol ichi 14th April, Gene- 
ral.—Mitsu Bishi M. S.S. Co. 
Tokio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,146, R. 





16th. Api Shanghai and pores. Mails and 
General--Mitsu Bishi M. S.S. 
Uke Maru, Jap se steamer, 131, Nass TA 
ril, —Shimidza 15th April, General. — 
Klyodo Unyu Kwaisha. 

Cardiganshire, British steamer, 1,384, Courtney, 
17th April, — London via Hongkong 10th April, 
General, —Adamson, Bell & Co. 

Gentu Mar ru, Japanese steamer, 670, Narai, 17th 

April, — tichi 14th April, General.—Kiyo- 
do Unyu Kwaisha. 














Ise Maru, Japanese steamer, 748, J. J. Elford, 17th 
April — Kobe, General. — Kiyodo Unyu 
Kwaisha. 


Niigata Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,196, Hubbard, 
17th April, — Hakodate 14th and Oginohama 
16th April, General.— Mitsu Bishi M: S.S. C 

Owari Maru, Japanese steamer, 802, J. Adair, 18th 
April,—Kobe 16ih April, Genéral.—Kiyodo 
Unyu Kwaisha 

Yetchiu Maru, Ja 
18th April,— 
April, General. 

Hiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 896, 












nese steamer, 680, Burgoyne, 
gata 13th and Hakodate 15th 
Kiyodo Unyu Kwaisha. 

R. N. Walker, 




















19th April, —Kobe 17th’ April, General.— 
Mitsu M. Bishi S.S. Co. 

Kairio Maru, Japanese steamer, 270, Amano, 19th 
April, — Vokkaichi 17th April, General. — 
Handasha. 

Kiyokawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 62, Emada, 
roth April, —Shimidzu 18th April, General.— 
Sciriusha. 


DEPARTURES, 

Sumanoura Maru, Japanese bark, 864, Spiegelthal, 
roth April, — Nagasaki, General, — Mitsu 
Bishi Co. 

Helena, British schooner, 58, Golder, 11th. April, 

Guam, Stores.— Captain. 

Nemo, British schooner, Nicholas, 11th April, — 
Kurile Islands, Stores.—Owston, Snow & Co. 

Sukune Maru, Japanese steamer, 398, Okuma, 
11th. April, — Hakodate, nd General. 
—Kiyodo Unyu Kwaisha, 

Godavery, French steamer, 1,049, F. Vannier, 12th 

ptil,—Hongkong, Mails and General, ~ Mes- 

sageries Maritimes 
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Kairio Maru, Japanese steamer, 370, Amano, 12th 
April, —Handa, General.—Handasha. 
Minerva, German brig, 319, P. Duhme, 12th 








‘April,—Takao $5,000.00 Treasure.—]. E. 
Collyer & Co. 
Gembu Maru, Japanese steamer, 670, Narai, 


13th April,  Yokkaichi, 
Unyu Kwaisha. ^ 


Hiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 896, R. N. Walker, 
im April,—Kobe, General.—Mitsu Bishi 
„S. Co. 


General.—Kiyodo 





fti British steamer, 1,515, W. J. Webber, 
13th April, Hongkong via Kobe and Naga- 
saki, Mails and General--P. & O. S. N. Co. 
Saghalien, Russian schooner, 52, Johnson, 13th 
April, — Kurile Islands, General—R. Clarke. 
Kiyokawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 62, Emada, 15th 
April, Shimidzu, General.—Sciriusha. 
Orient, German bark, 640, W. G. Roder, 15th 
April, —Chefoo, Ballast.—]. E. Collyer & Co. 
Saikai Maru, Japanese steamer, 102, Nonaka, 
ish April, — Toba, General. — Yamamoto 
Kwaisha. 
Saiko Maru, Japanese steamer, 65, Minoura, 15th 
April, —Shimidzu, General.—Seiriusha. 
Seisho Maru, Japanese steamer, 210, Isoda, 15th 
April,—Yokkaichi, General.—Seiriusha. 
Takasago Maru, Japanesesteamer, 1,230, C. Young 
15th April, Hakodate vid Oginohama, Mails 
and General.—Mitsu Bishi M. S.S. Co. 
anese steamer, 560, Thomas, 
ata, General.—Mitsu Bishi 














Toyoshina Maru, 
15th 





Apl; 





Will o ie Wn. British steamer, 166, F. Owston, 
15h April, — Hakodate, General. — H. 
MacArthur. 

Yechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 748, Lampert, 
13th April,— Hakodate, General. — Kiyodo 
Unyu Kwaish 

Chitose Maru, Japanese steamer, 313, Kusaka, 
16th April,—Korea vid Kobe and Na 
Mails and Gencral.— Mitsu Bishi M. . 

Hiroshima Maru, Jay J. 
Wynn, 16th April, Shanghai and ports, Mails 
and General. Mitsu Bishi M. S.S. Co. 

er, 428, M 

aichi, Gene 










Taganoura Maru, Japanes 
moto, 16th Apri 
Mitsu Bishi M. S.S. Co. 

Kowyeki Maru, Japanese steamer, 65, Omura, 
ijt April, “Yokkaichi, General. —Kowyeki- 
sha. 





Uke Maru, Japanese steamer, 131, Nakamura, 
17th April,—Shimidzu, General.—Kiyodo Un- 
yu Kwaisha. 

Asahi Maru, Japanese steamer, 342, Kimura, 17th 
April,—Kobe, General. —Nakamurasha. 














Glenury, 
April, —N. 
Co. 


sh barkentine, 283, Thomson, 18th 
agasaki, Ballast.—]. E. Collyer & 





Mikuni Maru, Japanese stcamer, 430, Taneda, 
18h April, —-Kobe, General.—Seiriusha. 
Velocity, British bark, 490, R. Martin, 18th April, 
akao, Treasure $20,000.00,—]. E. Collyer 

& Co. 
Seirio Maru, Japanese steamer, 428, Tamura, 18th 
—Vokkaichi, General.—Mitsu Bishi M. 














PASSENGERS, 
ARRIVED. 


Per Japanese steamer Saiko 
Shimidzu :—18 Japanese. 
Per Japanese steamer 
Fukuda:—17 Japanese. 
Per Japanese steamer Sei 
kaichi:—68 Japanese. 
Per Japanese steamer Sekirio 
Yokkaichi :—15 Japanese. 
steamer Takasago Maru, from 
. John Speak, Chas. Sim, J. 
W. Barger, G. Endercott, and 
14 Japanese in cabin; and 170 Japanese in steerage. 
Per Japanese steamer Okame Maru, from 


Maru, from 


Onoura Maru, from 





Yok- 


^ Maru, from 





Maru, from 











Shima Maru, from 
ga, from Hongkong :— 
Mori Arinori, Mrs, Mori, 2 children, and 2 
, Mr. and Mrs. Ogane Kichibei, Mr. and 
lessrs. Robert Johnstone, Max. Re 
akami, Shibata, Hashiguchi, 
iyoto Buntaro in cabin, 
panese steamer Asahi 





Maru, from Kobe: | 





—96 Japanese. 


UNIVE 


Per Japanese steamer Saikai Maru, from Toba: 
—18 Japanese. 

Per Japanese steamer Taganoura Maru, from 
Yokkaichi :—58 Japanese, 

Per Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, from Shang- 
hai and ports:—Mr. and Mrs. Rarpeles, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hellyer and 4 children, Mrs. Drummond and 
infant, Mrs. G. Stone and infant, Mrs. Tanaka, 
Mrs. Yamauchi and child, Miss O. Kashiwaya, 
Messrs. W. H. Pitken, G. W. F. Playfair, OQ. 
Letourneur, Battake, U. Videau, E. H. Gill, W. 
J. Koning, V. Birck, Yamazaki, Fujita, Yamano- 
uchi, and Maridera in cabin; and 2 Europeans, 
2 Chinese, and 196 Japanese in steerage. For 
Liverpool: Mr. and Mrs. E. MacKean and 3 
children, and Miss Houston in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Uke Maru, from Shi- 
midzu :—18 Japanese. 

Per Japanese steamer Gembu Maru, from Vok- 
kaichi:—78 Japanese. 

Per Japanese steamer /se Maru, from Kobe :— 
56 Japanese. 

er Japanese steamer Niigata Maru, from Hako- 
date :—Messrs. Hiratsuka, Saito, and Hashitake 
in cabin ; and 114 Japanese in steerage. 











Per Japanese Steamer Owari Maru, from 
Kobe :—48 Japanese. 
Per Japanese steamer Kairío Maru, from 


Yokkaichi :—72 Japanese. 
Per Japanese’ steamer Kiyokawa Maru, from 
Shimidzu:—14 Japanese. 


DEPARTED. 

Per American steamer City of Peking, for San 
Francisco:—Mr. Matsugata in cabin ; and 4 Japa- 
nese and 452 Chinese in steerage. For New York: 
Mr. and Mrs. Bridge, 6 children and infant, Mr. 
and Mrs. Cutter, Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Scott, Messrs. 
I; M. Forbes, Jun., and M. S. Vail in cabin. For 
Liverpool: Mr. and Mrs. James Simpson, child 
and servant, Messrs. C. Mathews, D. S. MacPhee, 
J. H. Johnson, A. Budd, R. A. Johnson, D. Glass, 
Wm. Dobie, and W. H. Anderson in cabin. For 
London: Mr. and Mrs. James Dodds, 2 children 
and servant in cabin. Vor Paris: Mr. G. Prat 
in cabin. $ 

Per French steamer Godavery, for Hongkong :— 
Messrs. H. Scheuter and A. P. Adams and ser- 
vant in cabin. 

Per British steamer Kashgar, for Hongkong va 
Kobe and Nagasaki :—Messrs. Boucher, E. 
Oxley, M. MacKechnie, D. Low, T. Von Pas 
tau, R.A. Wylie, Wah Sing, and Ah Ying in 
cabin; and 1 European and 19 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Takasago Maru, 
Hakodate :—Consul W. A. Wolley, Mrs. Wata- 
nabe, Messrs. N. Nambu, T. Karasaki, T. 








Yamada, K. Watanabe, K. Kasano, Yanagita, 
an 


T. and 75 Japanese in 
For Oginohama : Mr. and yu Shiga, 
P. Poate, G. Tamura, T. Sazawa, H. 
ima, S. Kitajima, S. Tomioka,iT. Kajima, 

Isaki, C. Kurata, J. Imai, I. 
oshida in cabin; and 60 Japa- 


Ofuji in cabin; 
















nese in steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Hiroshima Maru, for 
Shanghai and ports:—Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Du- 
rant, Mr. and Mrs. Maba, Mr. and Mrs. Mori, 
Mr. and Mrs. Date and son, Mr. and Mrs. 
Amano, Mrs. Nishihara, Mrs. Yokoyama, Mrs. 
Fairfax, Bishop C. M. Williams, Dr. Hanell, 
Messrs. M. Ginsburg, M. Marians, H. Clyma, 
J. Oppenheimer, F. W. Playfair, T. Pollard, 
Noda, Okiyama, Shimohara, Nakayama, Matsu- 
shita, and Hodzumi in cabin. 





CARGOES. 
Per French steamer Godavery, for Hongkong :— 
Silk, for France, 53 bales. 
Per French steamer Volga, from Hongkong :— 
6,523 packages. 
Per Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, from Shang- 
hai and ports :—Treasure, $11,500.00. 


REPORTS. 

The Japanese steamer Takasago Maru, Captain 
C. Young, reports leaving Kobe on the 11th April, 
at 6.15 a.m. with light variable winds, rain and 
cloudy weather throughout the passage. Arrived 
at Yokohama on the 13th{March, at 6.15 a.m. 
Passed Company's bark Kanagawa Maru off Vri 
sland. 

The Japanese steamer Niigata Maru, Captain 
J.C. Hubbard reports leaving Hakodate on the 
14th April, at 12.43 p.m. with Fiche westerly breeze 
and fine weather to Oginohama, where arrived on 
the 15th, at 1.15 p.m., and left on the 16th, at 7.15 
a.m., with thick fog” and light variable winds to 
Inuboye, thence to port light variable winds and 
fine weather. Arrived at Yokohama on the 17th 





‘April, at 3.45 p.m. 
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LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
A 
IMPORTS. 

There has been no feature of special interest in 
the Market since our last report, business has been 
very quiet, with no serious fluctuations in Kinsatsu ; 
clearances have been fairly satisfactory. 

Corton Yarn.—Moderate sales of 16’s and 
20s Bombays have been made at quotations, 
but there has been little doing in English sp 
nings ; in consequence of a still further advance in 
Manchester, holders are asking higher rates, whilst 
dealers refuse to pay any advance on previous 
prices. 

Corron Piece Goops.—Grey Shirtings 9 Ibs. 
have been sold at rather higher rates, but most 
holders declineto accept present quotations. Turkey 
Reds have been sold to a moderate extent, and 
Velvets are again in better demand. 

WooLLENs.— Fair sales of Mousscline de Laine 
and small lots of Italian Cloth comprize nearly the 


whole business. 
COTTON YARNS. 





vit ieu. 
$26.00 to 27.00 
8.00 to 29.50 
29.75 t0 30.75 
30.00 to 31.00 
29.00 to 30.00 


Nos. 16/24, Ordinary ... 
; 16/24, Medium .... 

; 16/24, Good to Best 

| 16/24, Reverse 

. 28/32, Ordinary ..... 











Nos. 28/32, Medium 30.50 to 32.50 
Nos. 28/32, Good to Best. 33:00 to 33.75 
Nos. 38/42, Medium to Best. 35.00 to 37-50 







No. 325, Two-fold 
No. 428, Two-fold 
No. 20s, Bombay. 
No. 16s, Bombay... 
Nos. 10/12, Bombay 


COTTON PIECE GOODS. 


25 to 35.50 
o 





50 to 26.50 
22.00 to 23.50 










Grey Shirtings—Stb, 38} to 3o inches... $1.70 to 2.15 

Grey Shirtings-olb 384 toas inches... 1.85 to 232} 
T. Cloth—7ih, 24 yards, 32 inches to 145 

Indigo Shirting—12 yards, 44 inches .. to 15 

Prints- Assorted, 24 yards, 3oinches... 10 to 2-40 

Cotton— Italians and rm vano 







attcens Black, 32 





inches . 0.07 too. 
Turkey Reds vim PIECE, 

inches 1.20 to 145 
Turkey Reds— 


inches Spree to 2.00 
Turkey Reds—3ib, 24 yards, 
Velvets—Black, 35 yards, 22 inches. 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-3 inches... 
Taffachelas, 12 yards, 43 inches... 


WOOLLENS. 


1.50 















Plain Orleans, 40-42 yards, 32 inches ... $3.50 to 5.50 
Figured Orleans, 29-31 yards, 31 inches, 3.25 to 4.00 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches ...... 0.18 to 0.28 
Mousseline de Laine—Crape, 24 yards, 

31 inches m ex O4 to 0.5 
Mousseline de Laine—Itajime, 24 yards, 

31 inches .. sess OB) to 0.25 
Mousseline de Laine—Vuzen, 24 yards, 

31 inches .. " 0.30 to 0.38} 
Cloths—Pilots, 54 @ 56 inches. 0.30 to 0.40 
Cloths— Presidents, 54 @ 56 inches... 0.40 to 0.50 
Cloths—Union, 54 @ 56 inches 1 ojo to 0.55 
Blankets—Scatlet and Green, 6 to 51b, 

per ib. 0.35 to 0.40 





‘square up 
Nailrod, assorted. 
Nailrod, small size 








Our Market remains without change. Business 
has not yet been resumed; the demand from 
Tokiyo and the interior is small, and prices there 
are lower than those asked here. Delivdries have 
been 13,000 cases during the week, leaving a 
Stock of about 646,000 cases sold and unsold Oil. 
Quotations are quite nominal. 









Devoe $1.75 
Comet 1.70 
Stella .. ly vs 


SUGAR. 

No change in prices, and the Market. remains 
weak and unsettled. Buyers are still holding off, 
and Stocks are accumulating. 











var vicce, 
White, No. 1 $8.00 to 8.35 
White, No. 2 6.75. to 7.00 
White, No. 3 - 6:30 to 6.50 
White, No. 4... 5.80 to 6.00 
White, No. 5 ....- 4.60 to4.75 
Brown Formosa. 340 to 3-45 

EXPORTS. 

RAW SILK. 


Our last report was dated the 10th instant; since 
that time there has been a strong demand in some 
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| turers would seem toha 


quarters for Hanks, and Settlements for the week 
are 200 piculs. Business has been confined to few 
buyers, the general trade not participating to any 
extent. Doubtless the paucity of the Stock and 
consequent firm attitude of holders have prevented 
more extensive dealings. The native í: 
ve supplied their pre 
wants, and the sales for that quarter are now in- 
significant. 

Filatures and Re-reels have been almost entirely 
neglected; in Kakeda and other sorts there has not 
been a single transaction, Arrivals from the pro- 
ducing districts have been on a very small scale, 
and the total Stock in Yokohama is reduced to 
about 1,000 piculs. 

The M.M. steamer Godavery, which left for 
Hongkong direct on the 12th instant, carried 53 
bales entered at the Customs as being for France. 
The P. & O. steamer Kashgar, which sailed on the 
following morning, took nothing atall. The Ex- 
port figures to date now stand at 28,528 bales (thus 
overlapping the Total Export of last season by 94 
bales), against 25,609 bales last year, and 17,247 
bales to the 19th April, 1882. 

Hanks.—The activity noted in our last has con- 
tinued, a few energetic operators apparently trying 
to monopolize the trade. Purchases made seem 
destined for both the Western and Eastern Con- 
tinents, and the business done has been principally 
in Good Medium kinds. Prime Hanks are hard 
indeed to find ; if they exist at all, they are kept in 
the back-ground with great persistency. "I 
recorded are on the basis of Shinshi, 
naka, $520 to $510 ; Foshu, $515; Chichibu, 

Filatures.—There has been next to nothing 
passing in this class; the dealers do not offer any 
tempting lots, thinking that by waiting a little they 
may see yet higher prices for the next American 
mail The figures paid for the few small parcels 
which have changed hands give no sign of any 
weakening tendency. Prices made as per list are 
the following :—Kaga, $630; Shinshu, $610; 
Vechiu, 587 

Re-reels.—But one small purchase noted in Com- 
mon Bushu at $550. One or two parcels of good 
Maibash Zaguri are held at full rates, but without 
finding buyers at the moment. Supplies are very 
vestricted, and dealers apparently expect that the 




























































scarcity of good Silk will enable them to. maintain 
prices. 

Kakeda,—Nothing to record beyond the arrival 
of a few boxes: there have been no purchases, and 





the Stock is but slightly increased. 

Oshu and: Course Kinds.—The report of so many 
past weeks has once more to be repeated :—no 
sales. Should the rumoured pébrinein North China 
become a serious reality, these descriptions will 





| probably form a conspicuous feature in nextseason's 














business, 
QUOTATIONS, 
Hanks—No. 1} Nominal 
Hanks—No. 2 (Shinshu) Nominal 
Hanks—No. 2 (Joshu)... $525 to 535 
| Hanks—No. 2} (Shinshu) 510 to 520 
| Hanks—No. 24 (Josh)... 500 to 510 
Hanks—No. 3... 480 to 490 
Hanks—No. 3} 460 to 470 
Filatures—Extra. . 660 to 670 
latures—No. 1, 1 = 
Filatures—No. 1, 14, 650 
Filatures—No. 1}, 14/17 di 635 to 640 
Filatures—No. 2, 10/15 denies — 
Filatures—No. 2, 14/18 deniers 625 to 630 
Filatures—No, 3, 14/20 deniers . io to soo 









Re-reels—No. 1, 14/16 dei 330 to 040 






Re-reels—No. rj, 14/17 deniers 610 to G20 
Re-reels—No. 2, 14/18 deniers 599 to 600 
Re-reels—No. 3, 14/20 deniers . 560 to 570 
Kakedas—Extra. .. =| 

Kakedas—No. 1. i 625 to 635 
Kakedas—No. 2»... G03 to 610 







Kakedas—No, $ " 
Oshiu Sendai—No. 2j - 
Hamatsuki—No. 1, 2 
Hamatsuki—No. 3, 4 
Sodai—No. 2} 


Export Tables Raw Silk to 18th April, 1884 :— 
Suasow 1883-8). 1882-83. 





Lot 














Maus. ^ Barks, 
^|. France and Italy 16567 13,114 
| America ...... 8437 
England 21639 4058 
Total esses 28,828 25,609 

WASTE SILK. 


|. Business in this department has not been very 
brisk, the purchases during eight days being 
registered as 140 piculs. "There are still enquiries 
for good quality in several kinds of Waste, but 
suitable parcels are by no means plentiful. 

he French mail steamer Godavery of the 12th 
Jinstant carried 97 bales, the P. & O. steamer 
| Kashgar nothing. These vessels bring the Export 
| to date up to 22,338 piculs, against 27,452 piculs 
to same date last year, and 22,307 piculs in 1882. 
It will be noticed that the Export for the present 


gle 























season is now Jess than last year’s; and about 
equal to that of the previous year. Present Stock 
is 450 piculs against 1,250 piculs in 1883, and 
1,300 piculs in 1882. Supplies fall off very much, 
and from statistics the outlook would appear to be 
fairly good. 

Noshi.—A few small transacti 
concluded at about previous quotations. Arrivals 
of desirable grades are scanty, and anything choice 
can only be picked up in minute quantities. The 
prices noted include Filatures at $140 and $1321, 
‘Foshu $89, with Common at $76, and low Kawa- 
muli $17 

Kibiso.—Good qualities hold their own well, but 
sellers have had to lower their pretensions on 
Medium and lower Grades. Among the transac- 
tions are Filatures in small lines at $120, $117}, 
$115, according to quality; Shinshu, $5% and 
$40; Foshu, $30 and $25. In Neri a little has 
been done at from $11 to $15 for uncleaned Stock. 
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QUOTATIONS. 
Cocoons—Medium to Fair. None. 
1o—Filature, Best. Nom. 160 
—Filature, Good 12.0000" Nom. 149 

Medium Nom. 130 
ito—Oshiu, Good to Best toc ac.) 140 to 150 
shu, Beste... Nom. 115 
shu, Good om. 100 
shu, Medium... 90 
ito— oshu, Best... 110 to 115 
ito—Joshu, Good 90 
to— Joshu, Ordinary Aue Bo to 35 
Kibiso—Filature, Best selected Nom. ass 
lature, Seconds .. . Nom. “113 to 120 
Kibiso—Oshu, Good .... Nom. 9s 
iso— Shinshu, Best 8s 
iso Shinshu, Seconds... 65 to 70 
ibiso— Joshu, on 40 to 25 
achoji, Medium to Low 20 to 15 
iso—Neri, Good to Common 18 to 12 
Mawata—Good to Best LL 170 to 180 
Export Table Waste Silk to 18th April, 1884 :— 
Skasox 1883-1984. 1883-1883, 4881-1852, 
Picus © Picus Pictu 
Waste Silk... + 20,143 19,252 18,823 
Pierced Cocoons 2305 — $20 3454 
2238 — 22453 — 224307 


Exchange is quoted on the rise, Bankers pre- 
sumably trying to obtain better rates in anticipation 
of the “New Tea” requirements. LONDON, 4 
m/s., Credits, 3/9}; Documents, 3/8}; New Y ont, 
30 d/s., 892; 60 d/s.,90}3 PARIS, 4 m/s., fes. 4.69; 
© m/s, ics. 4.72.  Kinsasu have been fairly 
steady for a weck or two, but have now declined 
to 109] per $100. 


Estimated Silk Stock 18th April, 1884 :— 











Raw. pievis, WASTE. —— ricuns, 
Hanks 630 | Pierced Cocoons .. — 
Filature & Re-recls. 210 | N 












Kakeda So | Kibiso .. 
Sendai & Hama 100 | Mawata 
Taysaam Kinds... — — | Sundries 
Total piculs...... 14020! ^ Total piculs. 450 
TEA. 


Business in old Teas has been virtually sus- 
pended during the week, whilst supplies have 
ceased to come in, and the season 1883-4 is closed. 
One or two garden samples of new leaf have been 
distributed among the various Tea business firms, 
which of course represents nothing, and the usual 
small forced parcels are expected in a few days. 
‘The season generally, however, is a week or ten 
days earlier than the last, and it seems probable 
that some 5 or 6 piculs of these garden lots will be 
down in time for shipment, even by the steamer of 
the 27th, and ample supplies will be available for 
the following opportunity. As regards probable 
prices for new ‘lea, nothing can be said, the up- 
country Market for green leaf being still unopened. 
The steamship City of Peking, which sailed on the 
roth instant, took 131,120 lbs. of Fired Tea, dis- 
tributed as follows :—for New York 31,348 Ibs., for 
Chicago 9,764 lbs., for California 72,934 lbs., and 
for Canadian Markets 17,074 Ibs. 

















EXCHANGE. 


Sterling rates haye considerably advanced 
during the week, chiefly owing to the improvement 
in Bar Silver. The Settlements, however, have been 
l, and closing quotations are firm as follows :— 
Sterling—Bank Bills on demand 
Sterling—Bank 4 months’ sight 
ing—Private 4 months’ sight 
Sterling—Private 6 months’ sight......... 
On Paris—Bank sight... d 
On Paris— Private 6 months’ sight ......... 
On Hongkong—Rank sight. . 
On Hongkeng— Private 10 days’ si 
On Shangh: Bank sight. st 
On Shanghai— Private 10 days' sight 
On New York: Bank Bills on demand 





























On New York—Private so days’ sight 90 
On San Francisco—Bank Bilis on demand... 89 
On San Francisco—Private 3o days’ sight... 90 
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E. P. & W. BALDWIN, |< 





Tix Prate AND SHEET IRON MANUFACTURERS. | K 


Works :—Wilden, near Stourport; Swindon, 
near Dudley; Horsley Field, Wolverhampton, 
London Office :—4, Corbet Court, Gracechurch 
Strect, E.C. 

For the excellence of our Manufactures, we 
have received folloving AWARDS :— 

Vienna Exhibition, 1873, Diploma of Merit. 
South African Exhibition, 1877, Gold Medal. stroyin 
n, 1878, Gold Medal.* 
Sydney Exhibition, 1879, First-class Diploma. 
Melbourne Exhibition, 1881, First-class Award. 

4 TheONLY ONE awarded to any Tin Plate Manufacturer. 
Sole Export Agent—Brooxer, Dore & Co. 

Corbet Court, London, E.C. 


May ist, 1883. 
THE GREATEST WONDER OF MODERN TIMES. 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated | K) 
constitutions will discover that by the use 
Of this wonderful medicine there is “Health for 
all" The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 
Sır SAMUEL BAKER, A 
in his work entitled “ The Nile Tributaries in Abyssinia,” ME 
says—“ L ordered the dragoman Mahomet to i Des 
Faker that I was a Doctor, and I had the best medi. 
the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In a short time 
Thad many applicants, to whom I served out a quantity of 
Holloway's Pills. These are most useful to an explorer, as 
possessing ‘unmistakable purgative properties they create an 
Pideniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies them of 
their virtue. 































SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN! 


HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 





other species of insect. 


'TINGS POWDER. 
TINGS POWDER. 
KEATINGS POWDER. 
NG'S POWDER. 


KILLS BUGS, 
FL 








BEE 


LES, 
Tris POWDER is quite HARMLESS to 
ANIMAL LIFE, but is unrivalled in de- | 
FLEAS, BUGS, COCK-ROACHES, 
BEETLES, MOTHS IN FURS, and every | 
Sportsmen will find this 
invaluable for destroying fleas in their dogs, as 
also ladies for their pet dogs. 
HIS ARTICLE has found so GREAT a 
SALE that it has tempted others to vend | be obtained on application to the Lessees, 
a so-called article in imitation. 
are CAUTIONED that the tins of the genuine 
powder bear the autograph of THOMAS 
KEATING. Sold in Tins only. 


The PUBLIC 


CLUB HOTEL, 


No. 55, BUND, YOKOHAMA. 





| HIS ESTABLISHMENT, recently opened 

as a FIRST-CLASS HOTEL, is plea- 
santly situated on the Bund facing the Bay, in 
the central part of the Settlement, close to the 
Consulates and Public Offices, and affords the 
very BEST ACCOMMODATION to ‘Travellers. 


The Cuisine is under the direction of an ex- 
perienced Chef, and the Wines and Liquors 
are of the Best Quatrry obtainable. 


The Tariff, which is STRICTLY MODERATE, can 


HEARNE aw» BEGUEX. 
Yokohama, March 15th, 1884. 1y. 





KEATINGS WORM TABLETS. 
SEATINGS WORM TABLETS. 
ATING'S WORM TABLETS. 
TING’S WORM TABLETS. 
ATINGS WORM TABLETS. 
PURELY VEGETABLE SWEET- | 
T, both in appearance and taste, | Y OSEPH GILLOTT'S STEEL PENS. Medal 
hing a most agreeable method of J ; > 
administering the only certain remedy for 
INTESTINAL or THREAD WORMS. 
It is a perfectly safe and mild preparation, 
and is especially adapted for Children. 
Sold in Boules, by all Draggists. 
Proprietor — THOMAS KEATING, London. 


January 4th, 1884. 





E 


J OSEPH GILLOTT'S STEEL PENS. Gold 


OSEPH GILLOTT'S STEEL PENS. Paris, 


jet GILLOTT'S STEEL PENS. 1878. 








Is a certain remedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations of all kinds. 
It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing skin diseases, and in 
arresting and subduing inflammations. 

Mr. J. T. COO! 
in his account of his extraordinary travels in C 
I ES ASG with me a quantity of Holloway s Oi 
people, and, nothing could exceed their gratitud. 
PAIE, fowls, butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea- 
Spooful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas, and the 
demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up the small remaining 
ene 


‘Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the World. 









, published in 1871, says 














May 1st, 1883. 








Jj. & E. ATKINSON'S 
PERFUMERY, 


Celebrated for 
ture. Kor its parity and great excellence it has 
‘Obtained Nine Prizo Medals, including London, 
‘Vienna, Philadelphia, 


ONLY GOLD MEDAL—PARIS, 1878, 
TWO SILVER MEDALS AND "FIRST ORDER GF MERIT,” 
MELBOURNE, 1881, 


| ATKINSON'S CHOICE PERFUMES FOR 
THE HANDKERCHIEF. 


E] White Rose, Frangipanne, Ylangylang, Stephanotis, 

‘Opopanax, Jockey Club. Ess Bouquet, Trevol, 

| Magnolia, Jasmin, Wood Violet, Gold Medal Bouquet, Ms 
and all other odours, of the finest quality only. i 


ATKINSON'S FLORIDA WATER, 


a most fragrant Perfume distilled from the choicest Exotios 


ATKINSON’S QUININE HAIR LOTION, 


| a very refreshing Wash which stimulates the skin to a 
action and promotes the growth of the hair, 


ATKINSON’S 
ETHEREAL ESSENCE OF LAVENDER, 


a powerful Perfamo distilled from tho finest flowers, 


ATKINSON'S WHITE ROSE TOILET VINEGAR, 
s new and indispensable Toilet accompaniment, and most 
refreshing Perfume for the Handkerchiof. 


ATKINSON'S WHITE ROSE TOOTH PASTE, 
and other Specialitios and general articles et Perfumery may 
fud Stained of all dealers throughout the World, and of the 
‘manufacturers 
J- & Xi. ATHINSON, 
24, OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W. 








arly a century past, is of the very best English 






























PRICE LIST FREE ON APPLICATION, 


CAUTION.—Merrrs. J. & E ATKINSON manuf 
starent ome em he eat quls on, ë snutncture 
E] trita to avoid counterfeits by observi Pard 
(| aaeeea with the ime Trado Bark, a" that wach articl 
i" golden Lyre.” 














Dec. 29th, 1883- 


TP 
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(acfarlane's Casting 


zoin. May ist, 1883. 
TRADE MARK ON E DO EVERY CASTING. 
QL) < Set 
res 





eed sq cq 
Plain and Ornamental for Rain Water and Building purposes. 





Railings, Standards, Fountains, Verandahs, 
Gates, W.H.Basins, Lamps, Covered Ways, 
Balconies, Urinals, Spandrils, Bandstands, 
Panels, Closets, Columns, Conservatories, 
Stairs, Dust Bins, Windows, Structures. 


piaeas ae 
DECORATIVE TREATMENT BY PAINTING AND -GILDING. 
S 


FIRST CLASS AWARD 


INTERNATIONAL SANITARY EXHIBITION. 
Illustrated Catalogue, Price List, and Estimates on application. 


WALTER MACFARLANE & CO. GLASGOW. 
‘Architectural, Sanitary and General Ironfounders. 
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ROPRIETOR, at 72, Main Street, Settlement, 


Euiacorr Beate, of No. 12, Bluff, Yokohama SATURDAY, April 19, 1884. 
a 


Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 


URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


